
 

 

Welcome to our 4th Ashwood News of 2020 
but only our 2nd since the pandemic arrived 
in March. 

Each time we have new people reading 

Ashwood News – and if that’s you this 

month, thank you for reading and 

connecting with us.  If you’re new to 

church and Christianity, then we’d 

love to help facilitate that journey.  

We are all learning and don’t have 

all the answers, but we want to be a 

community of people who can help 

one another explore together. 
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Matt’s Message 
Matt and Claire Bell - senior leaders of Ashwood church 

September is always an opportunity for resetting and restarting 
and beginning a new season.  This year it’s the same but 
different.  It’s still a time for resetting and moving into a new 
season, but of course with the plenty of unknowns and 
uncertainties in front of all of us.  Remembering to leave the 
house with a “face mask” as well as house keys and car key is the new normal! And 
bathing in antibacterial handwash at every opportunity is also rather familiar!  My 
hands have told me that the thing they will remember most about 2020 is that they 
have never been so clean ever!! 

Apart from “my hands” I wonder what the rest of us will 
remember most about 2020?!  We may remember the 
disruption, the plans we had to cancel, the learning of new 
words and phrases like “furlough” and “social distancing” or the 
new technical IT skills we have learnt!  Or maybe, just possibly, 
it could be the year that some of us established new habits that 
re-shaped our lives for the future…….  There’s still time!!   

Thank you to everyone who completed our Lockdown Feedback 
Survey (read more later) it’s been encouraging to read the 

things that people have identified as their learning in this season.  For example I love 
this feedback from Amy Shaw: 

Over this time I have actually learnt to love myself. I have struggled with food 
for 5 years so during the lockdown this became really heightened which proved 
to be really tough. God really spoke to me during this time. I think being in 
lockdown really stripped everything back and God really worked on me with no 
distractions. I've always known what the Bible says about how God loves me, 
but I don't think I truly had that in my heart and now I feel absolutely great. 
God also gave me the song "when the music fades all is stripped away and I 
simply come" God wanted me to be the me who he created.  

What an opportunity to allow God to speak deeper into our lives, without some of 
the usual distractions. 

One of the key themes from the Lockdown feedback survey is that many people are 
missing being together.  That wasn’t a surprise! We were made to live together and 
whilst the technology we’re using is wonderful it’s never a substitute for being 
physically present.  We’re exploring what practical options are possible (read later) 
but in the meantime will continue to meet together online for our Sunday services 
with a next review in October. 
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We are well aware of the limitations of “online” gathering – 
but it was wonderful to watch and engage with “Yth Revival” 
and “ONE Event where you are” over the bank holiday 
weekend!  We met with another household on both the 
Friday and Saturday and it was great to worship, benefit from 
some challenging discussion and also receive God’s word to 
us.  (read more later) 

Pray September: 

The Bible reminds us that God’s word is a lamp for our feet, a light on our path.  If 
ever we needed a lamp and a light it’s now!  For us, individually, corporately but also 
as a nation.  It’s not time to stop praying for our leaders, praying for unity, praying for 
a cure for Covid19 or praying for the Holy Spirit to come again in power!   We invite 
you to join with us as part of “Pray September” throughout the month to create 
extra space to pray and welcome the leading of Holy Spirit into our lives and our 
church.  (read more later)  

As we met together as leaders in July we were reflecting on what God was saying to 
us, and I had a rise of faith and conviction that God was saying whilst we always want 
to see the “new thing” that He is doing, felt God was saying:  

Be encouraged - He’s STILL working, He’s STILL speaking, He’s STILL revealing himself, 
and for us in Ashwood Church He STILL has plans for us to go deeper and STILL wants 
us to be reaching wider!  This year may feel like it’s dragging on BUT it’s not time to 
back down, or fall back but it’s time to “go again”! 

And it’s STILL time for us to pray DOUBLE 2020!  And let’s ask God for Fresh Faith to 
do that during September!  With Fresh energy and passion!  Let me encourage you!  
We know people around are struggling, battling anxiety and some battling loneliness.  
Part of our “REACHING WIDER” could include setting up opportunities for 
“befriending” – if you’ve expressed an interest then someone will be in touch with 
you, but if you would like to get involved then please email one of us.  After 4 
successful online Alpha Groups we’re looking 
at how we can run some more in the Autumn 
– it’s STILL a great opportunity to invite 
people, your friends and neighbours.  God is 
“unleashing” us (in a safe way!) into our 
communities and neighbourhoods.  We can’t 
do everything but all of us can do something – 
let’s ask Holy Spirit what that is and then go 
for it! 

STILL Praying Double in 2020 
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Let’s continue to Go Deeper together, and as the apostle Paul said to the church in 
Galatia: So let’s not allow ourselves to get fatigued doing good. At the right time we 
will harvest a good crop if we don’t give up, or quit. Right now, therefore, every time 
we get the chance, let us work for the benefit of all, starting with the people closest 
to us in the community of faith. (Galatians 6 verse 9) 

Please keep reading to find out everything else that’s going on! And please join with 
us in welcoming Rich Reason to the staff team – as our Children’s and Youth Teams 
leader!  

We’re praying for you and we love you!  

Matt Bell, Senior Leader Ashwood Church 

SUMMER SUNDAYS 
Thank you to everyone who was part of our “Summer Sundays” online.  We had 
some great “Garden Conversations”, some brilliant thoughts on Fruit of the Spirit, 
lots of input and contributions from young people – and insight and teaching in our 
‘Dear Timothy Series’.  Thank you to everyone behind the scenes too – who put 
together all the videos and content each week - we REALLY appreciate it! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Catch up on our current Sunday Series on our Facebook Page or download the 
podcasts from our website: www.ashwoodchurch.org.uk  
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 MEETING TOGETHER AGAIN! 

We’re so grateful for the technology to be able to gather together each week online.  
Thank you to everyone who has contributed into our Sunday Services over the 
summer in so many different ways – you were brilliant!  However of course we are 
REALLY, REALLY looking forward to being able to meet again together physically in a 
building. 

As leaders, we have been praying and asking God for wisdom, and also listening to 
the feedback that people gave us in our Lockdown survey as we look at what is both 
possible and desirable in the days ahead.  We’re aware that there will be different 
preferences and different responses to meeting together going forward (see page 6). 
We’re grateful for a loving church family that recognises the views and preferences 
of other people and chooses to respond with kindness  – let’s keep doing that! 

Much of the feedback we have received is in line with our current view that although 
we look forward passionately to meet together in person – the limitations make it 
both difficult and with much still lacking that we feel that for now our Sunday 
gathering has to continue online.  The constraints currently mean that we cannot 
sing together, we would have to limit the numbers and children would have to stay 
with their grown ups.   We see these limitations as too significant at the moment, 
and whilst the risk is low of contracting the virus ,we still want to keep the risks low. 

Having said all of that we are aware that online services aren’t practical or even 
possible for everyone, so we continue to review and look at alternatives.  One option 
we are exploring is the possibility of some kind of “Drive Up Service” if we can make 
that happen safely. 

In the meantime we’re looking at trying to open the centre for LifeGroups and 
possibly some of our teams to meet together in a safe environment.  Thank you for 
your support, patience and kindness as we continue to pray for wisdom and of 
course eradication of the virus! 

We plan to review again at the end of October. 

Ashwood Senior Leaders 

Wedding Plans 
Zach Redfern and Ellie Jones are getting married on 
10th October 2020, with the current situation their plans have 
had to change a little.  You could add your prayers as they 
prepare for their special day: for peace, joy and a brilliant 
celebration as they become a new family as well as for them as 
they set off into this next season of their life. 
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Lockdown Survey Feedback 
  

We are so thankful for everyone who took the time 

to complete our online survey. We had over 50 

responses—here is a brief snapshot of some of the 

messages that were a part of that feedback.  

 

Personal Reflections—What have we 
learnt during Lockdown? 

Take nothing for granted, be thankful in all things. Andy 

Slow down the pace of life, being grateful for every blessing. Bec 

The simple things are important. Becky 

Not to always be in a hurry, slow down...take time with God and with people. Claire 

That rest is just as important as being productive. Janine 

The importance of connection. Molly 

Trusting in God for the future. Andy 

God will see us through the stormy times. Sue 

God is raising up his whole Church - the sound of his people. David 

The church is the people, not the building. Kevin and Jane 

Keep going and keep praying. Phil 

Nothing can compare to corporate worship. Gisela 

That people have been more open to hearing about faith and how the church has 
responded. Elaine Torr 

My walk with God is mostly dependent on the minute by minute choices, not 
primarily the big ticket items. Simon 

It's taught me to be flexible and grateful. Julie Ogle 

 

We will take all your comments on board to help us move forward. 

Senior Leaders 
'I will restore the years the locusts have eaten' - Joel 2:25  
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COVID19 Cash Course 

At the end of July a group of Ashwood folk spent 
a morning with Julia and Paul from Transforming 
Notts Together learning about money and a few 
more did the course in August! 

The aim of the course was to look at how to 
manage money well during the pandemic and how to support those who we come 
into contact with, particularly in Foodbank, Cafe22 and those in the community. 
There was a lot of information in the course, we are not experts now by any means 
but we know more about where people can get help and support so if you know 
someone who might need some support do get in touch with Louise or Janet or one 
of those you see in the picture! 
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New Home for Ashwood 

The NHFA project team are incredibly encouraged to see the ongoing support for the 
building project and financial gifts given to the development fund each month 
despite the ongoing uncertainty we face around us.  

While Church online and Zoom Coffee rooms are great for gathering during this 
period, we see now more than ever the blessing of having a physical space for us to 
meet together as Church, and with the community, in the presence of God.  

We are praying for increased provision and wisdom as we plan the next steps 
forward and gather the information we need to progress with the New Home for 
Ashwood project. Look out for your family reminders that come with your Ashwood 
news and be encouraged to continue, or join with us, in prayer… 

“Awesome Father, we thank You for the vision for this new building. Thank You for 
being Jehovah Jireh, the One who will provide all the resources we need to complete 
this project. Thank You for giving our leaders and building project team wisdom, 
discernment and favour as this project progresses. By faith, may favour surround this 
project, so we will have good success with local government agencies, the legal and 
banking communities and every entity associated with the completion of this project.  

Father, we are confident that the new facility will be completed because 
You have begun this good work. Stir up faith in Ashwood Church so 

that we will walk by faith and not by sight and support this 
building vision through our giving, service and prayers. 

Lord, I commit to praying diligently for this project.” 

 

Beth Torr (on behalf of the team)  

Befriending 
During lockdown keeping connected has been really important for 
many but we are becoming aware of a number of people who have few 
people or no one to talk to.  In our recent lockdown survey  a number 

of you responded saying you would be interested in being part of a “befriending” 
team. This could be linking up with someone in our church family, from the 
foodbank or the wider community who would appreciate some extra contact.  Also 
Safe Families are now working in the Ashfield area and they also have a befriending 
scheme that would be good to get involved with too.  Some of the staff team are 
beginning work on this so we hope to have more information about this in a few 
weeks. If you would like to register your interest in this do speak to Janet or Louise. 
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Preparations for Reopening Ashwood Church Centre... 

Like coming out of lockdown, it seems SLOW PROGRESS with important maintenance 
work at the Ashwood Centre.  

It seemed like a good idea at the time... And like so many 'good ideas' it's turned into 
a much bigger job than we ever imagined...but little by little progress is being made. 

The idea? To stop the water damage and decay of the back wall of the Main Hall. 
The aim is to make the centre look and feel more welcoming for everyone who visits 
and uses the centre, ready for when we reopen. 

A BIG thanks to Owen and a small team of volunteers who have worked tirelessly, 
well OK, we got tired after a couple of hours hard scraping!  But they kept coming 
back for more to see the job through, carefully scraping off the old lose flaking paint 
and scrubbing off the black mould. Now most of the wall is dry and prepared ready 
to start painting...Yippeee! I can hear the team shout! 

To be honest, I've had a personal battle with thoughts like, "it's all a waste of time, 
the building is going to be knocked down anyway to make way for a new one." But 
there's power in agreement and team work together and for that reason we praise 
our Father in heaven and give Jesus all the glory, because He's the man with the plan 
and the timeline. Jesus promises us that He is building His Church...of transformed 
lives in a worshipping community and we are all included. 

If you would like to be part of the painting team, then please contact Dave Redfern 
on 07950147509. We are keeping teams to a maximum of 4 on a rota, to allow for 
physical distancing and following the guidelines.  

It's put a whole new meaning on Going Deeper and Wider….as we continue to 
welcome the new vision for the future in Ashwood Church, we also welcome all that 
God is doing with us today and now on our journey together. 

Dave Redfern,  aka Captain Slow 

Photos: lots and lots of 
scrapping went on, then a 
good scrub, an antifungal 
paint applied and finally 
the paint is going on. 
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 Prayer in Ashwood  
Prayer underpins everything we do, personally and as 

Ashwood Church, and is a priority for us individually, 

with our friends, in LifeGroups and when Ashwood 

meets together.   

Pray September 
During September we’re encouraging everyone across 
all ages to create extra time to pray. 

We believe that prayer changes things and shifts atmospheres and it’s an important 
time to refocus and press into God in this next season. 

It’s time to go deeper and wider in prayer in September! Why not consider fasting a 
meal or an activity to create space and prioritise prayer time with God. 

Focus: Pray in the Spirit at all times and on every occasion. Stay alert and be 
persistent in your prayers for all believers everywhere. (Ephesians 6 18) 

We’re going to rest in the shadow of the almighty and chase after the goal: 

“At all times & on every occasion” being alert and persistent during September. 

*PRAYING EVERYDAY WHERE YOU ARE* 
We are STILL Praying Psalm 91  

We are STILL Praying Prayer Shield (& Ephesians 6) 

We are STILL Praying Double in 2020 

#Opportunities to gather: 

Touching Heaven Double Bill (2 different opportunities) 

The People of God Gathering in the Presence of God   

 8pm Wednesday 9th September  Face Book Live from Ashwood Centre 

 8pm Wednesday 23rd September  Zoom (watch out for link to Zoom room on 
email)  

Prayer Space  

 9.30am Thursday 17th September 

 9.30am Thursday 1st October  

We’re hoping to be in the Activity Room at the centre 

And watch out on social media / emails for some encouragements  

STILL Praying Double in 2020 
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Prayer Space — Thursday 9.30-10.45am 

A small, but growing, group of folks have been 
meeting for an hour or so to pray on a Thursday 
morning for Ashwood, our community and our 
nation. During lockdown we’ve met via Zoom, 
although not quite the same as meeting face to 
face, we’ve continued to find this time fruitful and 
encouraging.  It’s a great place to be if you’d like 
to grow in prayer, you are really welcome to join 
us and see where God takes us as we put time aside together to pray.   

We’re hoping for to be able to meet in the centre.  Please let me know if you are 
planning to join us just in case we have to revert to Zoom and then I can send you 
the link.  

We meet 9.30am – 10.45am:  Thursdays 17th September, 1st, 15th and 29th October   

Contact janet@ashwoodchurch.org.uk  07984 066810 

Janet Wright 

Alpha Online 

Over the last three months we have 
hosted four Alpha Onlines! Enabling 25 
people to ‘Zoom’ together to explore 
Christianity and be in an environment to 
ask some of life’s big questions and discuss issues around faith.  

“Alpha is amazing! It helped me understand what faith is all about, everything was 
explained really well and a great group of people to discuss in a friendly non-

judgemental environment. It was lots of fun too!” 

We’re planning on running some more online Alpha Sessions starting at the end of 
Sept/ start of October. Why not invite the person you’ve been praying for? Or 
someone you know online! They can live anywhere! We’ve had people so far join us 
from all over the country – we really can REACH wide!  

And Alpha doesn’t end here!  Later on this month, many of those who have been 
part of Alpha want to ‘go deeper’, and there will be more opportunities on offer to 
take their faith journey further.  

If you would like to join the next Alpha, bring a friend to Alpha or be part of the team 
– email us alpha@ashwoodchurch.org.uk 

Dave Ransome 
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Beyond the Curve 
All around the world, even here in Malawi, we wait in a season 
of uncertainty; unsure of what lies beyond the curve of 
COVID19.  

In Malawi and Zambia, concerns from rising unemployment, 
increasing hunger, lack of resources for health services and 
prolonged school closures, are the reality and the impact will be felt for many years 
to come. However, it is a privilege to watch how Links International's partner 
organisations are taking on each issue within the communities they have 
longstanding connections and relationships with. 

Through the generosity of many around the world, including members of Ashwood 
Church, we've been able to see thousands of masks and hand washing facilities 
distributed to distant rural communities, alongside COVID19 sensitisation 
programmes. We've witnessed many vulnerable girls being able to study safely at 
home, protected from early marriages or abuse whilst they wait for schools to 
reopen. We've watched many vulnerable children, elderly and people with 
disabilities be given vital food parcels in this time when livelihoods and feeding 
programme are heavily disrupted. And most of all we've watched Hope return to 
those lost within the figures and stats; the Living Hope of Jesus being brought to the 
forgotten. 

Please continue to pray for our partners as they look beyond the curve of COVID19 
and partner with Jesus in His mission to continue to bring hope and healing in some 
of the darkest and broken situations. Thanks for your ongoing support for Links, and 
our partners, who are the real heroes! 

God's blessing and my best, 
Sam Walker, Links International African Region Coordinator 
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Freedom in Christ – Keys to Health, 

Wholeness and Fruitfulness 

We are looking to run another Freedom in Christ course this 
autumn, this time via Zoom on a Tuesday evening, towards the end of September.  
As usual it will be 8 weeks with a full day Saturday part way through. 

We have run many Freedom in Christ courses over the years and have found they 
have been excellent places to learn, to grow, to be encouraged, to be equipped with 
some Godly truths to use in our daily lives and it’s good to get to know a few other 
people as we go. 

This term, we are using a new course called “Keys to Health, Wholeness and 
Fruitfulness” which is based on the Freedom in Christ teaching but this time bringing 
together truth from the Bible and wisdom from the medical world to equip you to be 
a healthy, whole disciple of Jesus whose life really counts. 

The last 6 months have affected us all in many ways, levels of stress and anxiety have 
heightened, change is all around us and I know some have been looking deeper into 
what God is saying regarding health and healing so we thought this course will give 
us some great tools for the coming months.  

So whether you’ve done a previous course or whether you are new to the Freedom 
in Christ teaching, can I encourage you to consider coming on the course and find 
out more.  During the course we will be looking at the following areas and begin to 
take steps towards health, wholeness and fruitfulness: 

 Understand how to look after your whole being – spirit, mind and body. 

 Uncover the roots of health issues and learn to resolve them, live well despite 
the limitations of your physical body. 

 Get rid of stress, anxiety and fear. 

 Learn how to make consistent, healthy choices. 

 Deal with negative habits that try to control you. 

 Understand what the Bible teaches about healing. 

 Discover why physical death need hold no fear. 

 Follow out 8-point plan to address any health issue so that you can be sure you 
have done everything you can do. 

If you want to book on the course or you 

want to know more contact me: 

janet@ashwoodchurch.org.uk or 07984 066810 

Janet Wright 
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Children in Ashwood 
Ashwood Church has always had a great bunch of children who are really important 

to us.  Before lockdown the children after worshipping together would go to their 

zones where they enjoying discovering more about Jesus as well as having fun. In 

lockdown out children’s team have been working hard to keep connected. 

Over the summer holidays we took a break from the zoom zones fortnightly 
meetings and instead we encouraged families to engage together in activities which 
were set around THE FRUITS OF THE SPIRIT: 

 

Each child received  a hand-delivered  ‘summer pack’ (a fruit salad/fruit basket if you 

will ) which contained a custom built original week sheet, one for each week of 
the summer holidays. Each sheet was based on a different fruit of the spirit. The 
sheet included a bible passage for families to read together, a short reflection on this, 
a craft activity and a prayer or prayer activity. All craft resources needed were also 
included alongside a big bag of sweets and fun stickers. 

These are the topics we covered: 

patience   self-control   

goodness   gentleness     

kindness                      faithfulness 

Can you work out which of the fruits of the spirit we didn’t 
look at?? 

We have been praying for the children and we pray that as 
they return to school they go in the love, joy and peace of 
Jesus, their saviour and friend. 

We are still planning for the new term as Ashwood News is 
being put together - as soon as we know what exciting 
things will be happening we will email our parent mailing list. If you aren’t on the list 
and would like to be, please email richard@ashwoodchurch.org.uk. 

Esther Ransome  
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Elevate Youth in Ashwood 
We have a great team of volunteers who help our young 

people grow in God and build a strong foundation in 
their faith ready to move out into the world with  

Richard Reason stepping into the role of 
 Children and Youth Team Leader. 

As we entered the summer break & reflected on what can only be described as a 
surreal & very strange end to this academic year for our young people, as a team we 
have been very encouraged by what God has been doing in & through our young 
people during this period. We now turn our focus our prayers & attention to the next 
season for our young people. 

 Please join us in praying for our young people as they return to school & college 
environments in the coming weeks. Also we pray for anyone who has received 
exam results. We know this situation hasn’t been ideal for many but we pray for 
God’s blessing, peace & clarity at this time for anyone affected. 

 Please join us in praying for Abi W & Sam H as they graduate from Elevate & 
move onto the next chapter of their walk with God. It has been great having 
them in the group & we know they will be an example to everyone in their new 
spheres of life. 

Ephesians 3 20:21 says 

Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, 
according to his power that is at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in 
Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen. 

Prior to the summer break we were covering a series on spiritual disciplines at our 
Sunday evening meetings. We have been looking at spiritual disciplines like Fasting, 
Prayer & Meditation, this series has helped our young people to go deeper & wider 
in their journey with God in this season. 

Over the summer we have been meeting online fortnightly & engaging in some fun 
summer social sessions together to keep connected & help support the transition of 
our new/ existing young people.  This has been a great opportunity to meet & share 
some down time together. 

Welcome 

Hello & welcome to all the young people who will be joining Elevate Youth. All 
parent’s / guardian’s with young people transitioning should have received an 
Elevate welcome newsletter & communication. If you haven’t or would like some 
more information, please feel free to contact one of the team. 
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  We hope everyone who was able to join us by doing 
ELEVATE camp-IN 2020 had a good time connecting 
Yth.revival & ONE Event where you are online. We 
know this year wasn’t quite the same for our young 
people not being able to camp together. Despite all 
the changes & alterations we are excited to see what 
God is going to do.  

Thank you to everyone who was involved in putting together our ELEVATE Sunday 
meeting. We hope everyone enjoyed watching it as we all did putting it together, 
who knows when we will be back on your screens? Watch this space!  

In the coming weeks we will be updating everyone connected with Elevate with our 
vision & opportunities for the coming months. We’d love to see & hear what you’ve 
been doing over the summer & what God has been saying to you in this season. 

Many Thanks,  

Richard Reason and  
The ELEVATE Team 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photos: Some of the young people “camped” for 
Yth.revival! And Abi, Lauren and Katie got the children 
dancing one Sunday morning. 
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LifeGroups STILL meeting in 

Lockdown!  
LifeGroups aren’t cancelled! But 

meeting is different at the moment!   

Our LifeGroups have always been important 
for maintaining support and care and also a 
place to grow spiritually.   

Over the last few months, even despite not being able to meet 
physically, our LifeGroups have been a vital way of watching out 
for as many people connected to church as we can.  We know it’s 
not always been easy, but most people have been able to 
overcome any technical challenges to be able to meet together 
online. 

We’ve continued to be encouraged by Gavin and Anne Calver’s 
book Unleashed – stimulating healthy discussion and pointing us 
outwards to Reach Wider – to see the good news of Jesus 
Unleashed across our workplaces, schools and neighbourhoods.   

Thank you to all of our amazing LifeGroup Leaders for making this happen!   

In the coming weeks, one of the things we are exploring is the possibility of 
LifeGroups using the Ashwood Centre to gather again.  Of course we’ll need to follow 
guidelines carefully and keep the risks as low as possible.  In the meantime let’s 
continue to make the most of opportunities to meet up for walks, or garden’s or 2 
households meeting, as we stay connected and care for one another. 

Let’s also pray together during: “PRAY SEPTEMBER”!  AMEN 

New Material due in October. 

Matt Bell 

News from Sutton LifeGroup: 

Lifegroup has been such a blessing over the past few weeks. Having it online has its 
difficulties, but it has made it easier for some people to join more regularly who 
wouldn't normally. 

We've really felt supported and connected as a group, the honesty, trust and love 
shared has been amazing. It was great to get together as a group in person the other 
week! God has been stirring us to share our faith more and pray with authority! 

Bec Goody 
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Ashwood LifeGroups 
LifeGroups are a committed place in Ashwood where you can get to know a  

group of people and do life together.  It’s also a safe place where  

we encourage one another to be followers of Jesus.   

If you’re new to Ashwood and even started connecting with us on Sundays online, 
and you would like us to connect you to one of our friendly LifeGroups then please 
email admin@ashwoodchurch.org.uk and we’ll be in touch with you! 

What are LifeGroup’s all about?  

If These are the four core principles that are at the heart of what we want LifeGroups 
to be: 

WELCOME – LifeGroups will be inclusive and a really positive place for everyone to 
“do life” together. 

RELATIONAL – LifeGroups will be a place of high commitment where people are 
supported, through trusting, open and accountable positive relationships. 

GROWING – We believe that the Christian life will always include spiritual 
development as we seek to become more like Jesus.  LifeGroups will be a great place 
to do this. 

JESUS CENTRED – We want to be a community of people who know the truth of 
Jesus and live by His Spirit.  Prayer, sharing God’s word and exercising the gifts of the 
Spirit are all part of keeping Jesus unashamedly at the centre of all we are about. 

News from Huthwaite LifeGroup: 

We love our life group! The group was new and only started during lockdown but this 
went much better than anticipated. We have bonded over Zoom and are supporting 
each other in a WhatsApp group. Our Monday nights together are so highly valued 
that nobody wanted to take up the option to only meet every fortnight. So we still 
meet weekly, alternating between "deep" (discussing the book "Unleashed") and 
"wide" (led by members of the group who decide on the content or style for 
themselves). This has been brilliant to give everyone the opportunity to lead a 
session and the variety has been really interesting and helped us to get to know each 
other better and keep growing together. 

Throughout this time, despite not meeting, there's a real sense of togetherness and 
belonging. We've been able to pray for and support each other, including the people 
defined as "key workers" in the group, for health issues, job challenges, for friends 
and family and for each other to draw closer to God. 

We are all very much looking forward to meet in person which, for some of our 
members, will mean that they meet in person for the very first time. 

Gisela and Andy Beighton 
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News from Central Portland LifeGroup: 

What a strange few months it has been not seeing anyone except via Zoom or from 
the end of a drive. Despite that, or maybe because of that, we have had some great 
discussions during our LifeGroup meetings; thinking about praying for healing, how 
does generational sin work, can people be possessed by demons, as well as praying 
for one another through the different difficulties we’ve faced and praying for more of 
the Holy Spirit to impact our lives and the lives of those around.  I’ve watched people 
grow in their relationship with the Lord and many of our group have stepped up into 
doing new things through this time.  I wonder how we will describe this time when 
we look back in 5, 10 or 20 years time? 

Janet Wright 

Doing Life Together via Zoom! Central/Annesley Lifegroup 

It has been an interesting time to operate LifeGroups through Zoom calls – but 
technology has at least allowed us to meet, see each other’s faces, pray for one 
another, catch up and work through some “Unleashed” chapters with one 
another.  In the early days of lockdown we met weekly, ensuring people were OK and 
providing support for one another.  Then just before the summer we reverted back to 
our fortnightly pattern of meeting, which was a good rhythm for our group.   

One of the highlights for me has been sharing out the leading of our sessions....I 
think everyone has had a turn at bringing something from the current material, 
bringing their style and thoughts to the group.  This has stretched some of us, given 
us an opportunity to plan and deliver something to a small group.   

Thankful for LifeGroups in Ashwood....you know that there is always a group of 
people who are thinking of you and praying for you.  It’s a healthy thing!   

Claire Bell 

With thanks from Jane 

In our March edition we asked you to be praying for 
Jane and Kevin Gull’s daughter Abi who was about to 
undergo a major operation on her trachea.  Due to the 
COVID situation this got postponed.  In the middle of 
August she was finally able to have the op and all went 
well and she was home to recover.  

Kevin and Jane Gull would like to thank everyone for their prayers whilst their 
daughter Abi was having tracheal resection op in Salford Royal Infirmary. The 
consultant is very pleased with the outcome and he is hoping that it will decrease 
the frequency of the 'widening' via balloon dilation, smaller operations that she will 
require in the future.  
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Terracycle update  

We would usually collect Terracycle items on the first Sunday 
of every month but that is unfortunately not possible at the 
moment. However, we are still collecting! The items we are 
still able to collect are:  

Crisp packets  Sweet wrappers Biscuit/cracker wrappers  

We've recently been told by VIP Solutions, who are our local collection point for 
Terracycle, that now all crisp packets and biscuit wrappers need to be sent FLAT! So 
please can you do us a big favour and flatten your packets before delivering them to 
the Ashwood Centre. A big thanks goes to Christine and Heather, who have spent 
more than a few happy hours flattening 1,000's of packets ready to deliver. Thanks 
for your cooperation...it's good for everyone! 

You can drop off your collections at the Ashwood Centre on a  

Tuesday from 12:30-2:30pm.  

Dave Redfern & Roanne Torr 

The One Constant in the Universe 

From the anger of youth 

through days of trial and hardship 

to homelessness and back again 

through unemployment, idleness, 

loss of will and a saddened heart 

You were there. 

 

When times were so bleak I refused 

to let You in or acknowledge You. 

Times when I stopped listening, 

 

stopped seeing and stopped talking to 

You. 

When my attention was diverted, still, 

You were there 

 

Now the pressure has lifted 

my path has eased and I have time 

to see, to hear and to talk to You. 

I thank You Lord for loving me 

in times when I was hating You 

and I praise You. Lord, 

for always being there. 

Tony Cartwright 

Keep in Touch—Church & Prayer Emails 
Most weeks Roanne Torr, our church administrator sends out an email keeping us 
informed about what is happening in and around Ashwood Church, this includes 
links to Facebook for our morning service, links to Coffee Zoom Room and more.  Do 
make sure you read this so you don’t miss out on what’s going on.   

We also have a prayer email to send out prayer requests as they come.  

Contact roanne@ashwoodchurch.org.uk to be added to the mailing list. 
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Wow! What a great 60 hours!  For a number of us, gathering together with 
thousands of people as part of the Ground Level Network annually on the 
Lincolnshire Showground is often a highlight of our year.  A time of great teaching, 
worship, encouragement and fun! So whilst not having to stand in the queue for a 
shower, and not having to wear slightly damp clothes over the bank holiday 
weekend, which had its upside – it was another part of this exceptional year that was 
disappointing.  HOWEVER – what an incredible job the Ground Level Team did in 
hosting 2 fabulous online events – “Youth Revival” & “ONE Event Where You Are” – 
packed full of information, teaching, wisdom, worship, kids stuff, entertainment with 
a real sense of being connected whilst being apart.   

There were lots of highlights including hearing about how mission organisations 
continue to serve the church and step up in adversity, great talks and seminars with 
Tony Miller from Oklahoma “What do you do when the battle chooses you?” and 
Anne Calver shared what she has heard God saying about a move of God coming.  As 
well as some of our friends – Roger and Marie-Claire Bretherton and Steve Campbell 
and our very own Paul Bell LIVE on the Friday evening.  And all for Free!   

If you missed it, or you’d like to watch it again it’s all 
available on the ONE EVENT YouTube channel – go 
and check it out! You won’t regret it!  There’s also a 
great ONE EVENT album available on the Ground 
Level Website or Spotify / Apple Music. 

As a Ground Level Church – we wanted to play our 
part in supporting financially to be a blessing and to 
invest in good soil for the sake of God’s Kingdom.  
The ONE Event partners with Betel, Links 
International, The Message, Hope for Justice and 
Compassion all great organisations doing amazing 
work to see lives changed and transformed. 

We’re looking forward to hopefully gathering back 
in the field again to celebrate the events 40th year! 
We’d love you to join us!  You can book in now on 
their website. 

Matt Bell 

ONE EVENT 

WHERE 

YOU ARE 
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Ashwood in the Community 

Storehouse News 

I just want to start by saying a massive thank you to everyone for 
their continued support of the foodbank. The food donations that 
have continued to come in have been amazing! Thank you so much it is greatly 
appreciated.  

If you have been in Morrisons recently they have started a new initiative for us 
where you pick up a pre-made bag of foodbank items already bagged and priced. 
They are in brown paper bags as you walk in the door and are designed to make it 
easier for people to shop for the foodbank. They have the amount the bag costs 
clearly written on the bag so can decide how much you want to spend, ranging from 
50p up to a maximum of £2. It also helps us to get some of the foods we may be 
particularly short of as I will let them know what we need so they can go into the 
bags. This has proved very popular with the public and each week we pick up good 
donations from it.  

We continue to be steady with numbers each week with new people coming most 
weeks. Hopefully we will see some of the people that have been with us a while be 
able to sort some of their other issues out now that more of the agencies etc. that 
they need are now starting to open back up to give them the further help and advice 
that they need.  

During lockdown we started doing deliveries to help people who were unable to 
leave their homes due to COVID19. At our peak we were delivering food almost 
every day, we are now down to delivering to just once a week which is great. We 
have done over 100 deliveries over the last couple of months. We are going to look 
at a back up plan in case something like this should arise again. 

We are looking at how we can open up the foodbank 
again so we can run the sessions like we used to 
where we have people in the room. We obviously 
need to look at how we can make this safe for 
everyone involved and follow all the guidelines. We 
feel like it is an important thing for us to do as there is 
a real need out there, not just for the food but 
people’s mental health where we can see this is 
having a real impact. The aim is to look for this to 
happen sometime in September. 

Going forward we are looking at how we can help 
with more than just food, we would love to be able to 
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have more time to chat, 
therefore we are going to 
look at having more 
volunteers. If you would be 
interested in this, I would 
love to hear from you. It 
will be mostly talking and 
praying, please be aware if 
considering this that we 
deal with a wide range of people with lots of difficult situations, so not to be easily 
shocked by what you may hear!  

If you would like any more information regarding this please get in touch and we can 
have a chat, I would love to hear from you. You can email me at – 
louise@ashwoodchurch.org.uk 

If you have any other questions please do not hesitate in contacting me. 

Thanks once again. 

Louise Webber 

Shopping Surprise 

We shopped in Morrison’s recently and going through the checkout the next guy 
heard us mention Ashwood Foodbank - Bless Him Lord! - he gave me £20 to buy 
stuff! So whilst Mike took our shopping to the car I got a trolley and immediately 
went and bought some more food. 

As I walked through the foyer Mike was chatting to the kind guy telling him his 
testimony and a lady waiting to be picked up was tab-hanging too! 

God works in mysterious ways his wonders to perform. 

Joan Tomlinson 

Cafe22 

As it stands we have no firm plans on a date when we will open 
the café again. It is something we are looking at but no definite 
plans or arrangements have been made. We will continue to look 
at this on a regular basis on how we can make this work safely 
and deliver what we want from it. Hopefully we can aim for the 
end of September/ October time, we will have to keep an eye on 
the ever changing guidelines. We will let you know when we 
have a definite date for opening. 

Louise Webber 
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HeavenScent 
As we were not able to do 

HeavenScent on the park this 
year, we thought rather than not 
do anything at all we would offer 

something for people to do at 
home. So we did ‘HeavenScent@Home’. 

We set a range of different tasks to be completed in your garden or wherever you 
had space. We did a video each night to show what we wanted people to do, 
followed by a short message from Matt at the end. It was great! There were also 
great prizes to be won at the end of the week. It was great fun for us to do and I 
loved seeing people’s photos and videos of them taking part. On one of the nights 
the video had over 2500 views from the public… wow …! Reaching wider! This is why 
we do these type of things, to reach wider in the community. 

We finished off the week with a HeavenScent special quiz, it was great fun and lots of 
people joined in. 

Thank you to everyone who helped put the week together.  

Next year is HeavenScent’s 20th Anniversary!!! (I will need to get planning something 
special for that!) If you are under 16 there is still time for you to take part in the 
design a logo competition. See below for details… 

Until next time… 

Louise Webber  

Family Quizzes 
During lockdown we decided to do 
something that we could all connect with 
and just have some fun in these uncertain 
times, so we decided to a family quiz. It 
started as a one off but after the first one 
everyone asked for another so we did one 
the following week and that was it!  People 
wanted more! So we did one fortnightly for a 
few weeks. They were so much fun, everyone 
interacting and chatting, it was great. It’s 
what Friday nights became known for! 

When the summer holidays hit we decided to 
take a break, much to peoples dismay, with 
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the HeavenScent special finishing it off. Normally we 
would just play for fun (and a great certificate) but the 
final one we played for prizes. We had such a laugh 
and good time. The overall winner for the final one 
was Owen Wright! Congratulations Owen, he certainly 
enjoyed his prize! 

We may look at doing more in the future until we are 
able to host them again together. 

Louise Webber 

Our prize winners!  

I’m a Postman…. 
….And a relatively 'new at the job' postman (since January 2020).  
I initially worked in Mansfield but was relocated here, in Kirkby in 
Ashfield. 

Since I moved to Kirkby Delivery Office, I have been having trouble 
with my left leg. Mainly due to shin splints (a condition where, in 

short, the muscle tries to detach from the tendon/bone). It's a condition that is 
manageable with strapping/footwear but it only really heals fully with additional 
prolonged rest. Walking anything between 8-13 miles a day for 5-6 days a week, rest 
is not something a postman gets a lot of. 

I also found out that I have flat arches (I never knew that in 55 years of being an 
'arches' owner)! Anyway, we have obviously prayed for healing/health/strength in 
this area with differing results, mainly good ones. 

However, in August I noticed a protruding vein inside my left knee area and the bit 
between the top and bottom of my leg inside the knee started giving me a lot of 
pain. The pain gradually became worse and it was thought that maybe I had a 
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damaged or split meniscus. It was also thought that I may have the beginning of an 
arthritic condition. 

I went to my GP and the hospital and the GP again and was tested for everything: 
deep veined thrombosis, arthritis, split membranes, damaged ligaments etc. During 
these various tests, we mentioned my problem to our LifeGroup and our Alpha 
Group and so they all prayed for my knee and for good news from the hospital (re: 
my test results). 

By no coincidence whatsoever (God at work), I had 1 week’s annual leave which 
came at the time I needed to rest my leg whilst waiting for my results. 

Now, I have been cured of serious illness in the past and even though I believe Father 
God for my complete healing knowing I am covered by Jesus' blood and by His stripes 
I am healed: deep down inside, I really thought that there was something seriously 
wrong with my knee due to the pain and due to me being unable to put any weight 
on it some days. 

This is where the story gets really good!!! 

2 days before I was due back at work, I told Michèle, my wife, that my knee was 
feeling better. Not a bit better but....... BETTER, better! In my mind I thought 'this is 
too good to be true!' So, back at work, I decided to slow down just a little: I can be a 
bit gung-ho when it comes to the physical stuff and us posties like to get the job 
done (the quicker we finish, the quicker we can go home). Most of the time, I push a 
HCT (High Capacity Trolley) full of parcels/packets/mail which, when fully loaded can 
weigh around 17 stone. I also carry a bag for the second half of my round which can 
weigh anything up to 16kg. 

On my 1st day back: I do feel a little twinge here and there in my shins but the knee 
is holding out: really holding out! 2nd day, Wednesday: nothing! Knee is fine! I mean 
FINE! 

Again, God's planning: I had a physio appointment after my shift. I'd already agreed 
with the physio the week before that when I go back, I would do my first 2 days back 
as normal and she would check my knee after my 2nd shift!  

The physio, Karen, is gobsmacked! She has my results and she checks my knee. They 
can find absolutely nothing wrong with it. Nothing bad on the x-ray: nothing wrong 
in the blood tests. In the space of a week, I have been discharged from hospital and 
my GP has closed the file! Hallelujah! 

What makes this more remarkable for me is: I'm a support for Online Alpha and our 
Alpha Group had just past the part of the course where we introduced praying for 
one another. They have seen God in action in a real/tangible way and witnessed 
prayer at work! How good is that? I give all the glory to my Father God and praise my 
LORD and Saviour, the mighty YESHUA and credit Him with all that is good in my life! 

Hallelujah and Amen…  Victor Croll 
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Hello to my beautiful 

Ashwood Family, 
It still seems strange that I am now in my fifth month into my 
role as Mission & Evangelism Director at Youth for Christ. Yet in 
that time I haven’t been able to share with you in person about 
the work, and it is only today that my whole department have 
been in to work for the first time since before I started. It was such a strange time to 
be starting this role back in May, but I am so thankful to all of you at Ashwood, 
because it is through your support, prayer and encouragement, and through both 
individual generosity, as well as the church as a whole supporting me financially, that 
I have settled in, and have already seen God at work. 

So let me share a little about the ministry that I am involved in; as the Missions & 
Evangelism Director this means that I direct the department that seeks to develop 
innovative mission in schools, streets, online, and anywhere else young people are, 
creating opportunities to share Jesus. My department includes a digital evangelist, 
who runs an excellent YouTube channel called ‘Intro Outro’ seeking to introduce 
young people to Jesus, and help them to live out their faith, why not check it out! We 
have an evangelist who travels sharing Jesus, as well as training and encouraging 
others to do the same. There is also ‘The Year Out’ programme, including a touring 
band, and placements across the country. We also work in prisons and with those at 
risk of offending, delivering a course called ‘myLife’ which encourages exploration of 
faith, through equipping young people with life skills. Through all of it, we seek to 
share Jesus with EVERY young person and to see their lives transformed, and what a 
privilege it is to be involved in such a fantastic ministry. 

I would value your prayers as I seek God’s wisdom and discernment as I seek to lead 
well, and that God would continue to provide fresh vision and creativity as we push 
out into new areas of ministry. If you want to know more, or want to be nosy and 
check out more of what Youth for Christ do, then you can check out www.yfc.co.uk/
bobgoody and on there you could also sign up to receive my prayer letters, or if you 
are able and willing, you can join me as one of my army of supporters who graciously 
support me financially. 

Thank you so much everyone, you are amazing! 

Blessings, Bob Goody 

http://www.yfc.co.uk/bobgoody
http://www.yfc.co.uk/bobgoody
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Zoom Crafting  
Some of the crafty crafters have been 
busy making over the summer. We will be 
making wreaths next time on 23rd or 
25th September. Please email Mandy for 
the Zoom link. More money has been 
raised for Links International Malawi from 
the sale of handmade masks. If you fancy any of the masks, wax wraps or cards in the 
pictures below get in touch with Mandy. A percentage of the sales will go to Links.  

Mandy  

mandywalker50.mw@gmail.com 

Ashwood Offerings 

We are really grateful to those who have given and financially 

supported the church during this time.  Whether large or small 

amounts each pound helps Ashwood Church to function and 

enables us to bless over people and organisations during the year. 

You can give direct into the bank as a one off or a standing order – please 
contact becky@ashwoodchurch.org.uk and she will give you all the details. 

If you would like to give specifically to the Development Fund for our New Home for 
Ashwood Project then you can either email Becky (as above) OR click the Building 
Fund link below.  

Becky Holmes 

  Total Offerings Offerings Development fund Building fund 

April 2020  £11,231 £10,225 £601  £405  

May 2020  £12,050  £11,058  £647  £345  

June 2020 £10,186  £9,080  £601  £505  

July 2020 £10,893  £8,963  £525  £1,405  

mailto:becky@ashwoodchurch.org.uk
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Sunday Messages 
The best way to get hold of our Sunday messages is the podcast on the church 

website.  But here’s a reminder of what has been preached over the last few weeks: 

Sunday 5th July  

  Living in the Spirit - Bob Goody 

Sunday 12th July  

  Going Deeper: Living in the Spirit - Matthew Bell 

Sunday 19th July  

  ‘Selfie’ Culture - Paul Toon 

 

 

 

 

Sunday 26th July  

  Dear Timothy: Hold on to your sincere faith - Molly Bell 

Sunday 2nd August  

  Dear Timothy: Invest in prayer - Owen Wright 

Sunday 9th August  

  Dear Timothy: The Life of a Leader - Gareth Holmes 

Sunday 16th August  

  Dear Timothy: Devote yourself to the Word of God - Richard Reason 

Sunday 23rd August  

  Dear Timothy: Hard Times - Rachael Wright 

Sunday 30th August  

  Dear Timothy: Hope in God and not  

  in wealth - Jono Wright  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

www.ashwoodchurch.org.uk 

In case you miss any of the information from Ashwood News or the 
weekly notices, then visit www.ashwoodchurch.org.uk  
All the information is either under Diary or Publications. 

Senior Leaders    Matt & Claire Bell  01623 237749 

General information   Janet Wright    01623 472849 

Associate Leader    Molly Bell   01623 401450 

Administrator    Roanne Walker  01623 758974 

Youth/Children    Richard Reason  07852 915270 

Community Coordinator  Louise Webber  07414 476975 

Finance     Becky Holmes becky@ashwoodchurch.org.uk 

LifeGroups     Molly Bell   01623 401450 

     And  Janet Wright   01623 472849 

Ashwood Centre    Claire Bell   01623 758974 

        

Church email     info@ashwoodchurch.org.uk 

Church website    www.ashwoodchurch.org.uk 

Facebook     ashwood church page 

  

furtherinformation 
For further information about any church activities, please speak to one of our 
welcome team or one of the people taking part in the meeting. Alternatively, feel free 
to make use of the following contact information:  

regularactivities 
 Sunday Meetings 10.30am in the Ashwood Centre  

 Youth   Fortnightly on Sunday Evenings 

 LifeGroups  Sundays or Mondays at various locations  

 Prayer   8.00pm the first Wednesday each month 

     in the Ashwood Centre 

November & December information to Janet by Tuesday 3rd November 2020 
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