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Message from Ma� 

Ma� and Claire Bell are the senior leaders  

of Ashwood church 

Hi Ashwood News Readers! 

Here’s another “First” – wri�ng Ashwood News in Lockdown!  

(Although s�ll using the same computer and the same chair to 

sit in – so not everything has changed!) 

Every month we have new people reading Ashwood News – and if that’s you this 

month, thank you for reading and connec�ng with us.  If you’re new to church and 

Chris�anity, then we’d love to help facilitate that journey.  We are all learning and 

don’t have all the answers, but we want to be a community of people who can help 

one another explore together. 

For this issue of Ashwood News we discussed whether we should just publish an 

“online” version which we’ve discussed several �mes before, but the feedback we 

have had previously is that so many of you enjoy, and even prefer, reading the paper 

copy in your hand, so that’s the route we’ve gone for. (Plus online on website too!) 

We hope these pages therefore inform you but also encourage you! 

Before we say anything else – let’s start by sta�ng the blindingly obvious – these are 

unprecedented �mes for most, if not all of us!  With many changes bringing 

challenges, and some strain, probably some feeling of loss, maybe even grieving, but 

also some opportuni�es and hopefully maybe some healthy things as well.  A friend 

of ours pointed out that we should be slow to assume that everyone is experiencing 

the same emo�ons or reac�on to the situa�on – she said “we aren’t all in the same 

boat even though we are all in the same storm.”  It’s true.  And we are aware of that. 

As a church we’ve tried to respond the best we can, recognising that there is no 

manual to refer to for worldwide pandemics, but recognising that our default 

posi�on in any situa�on is to trust God – so as we’ve taken decisions, we’ve always 

looked to seek God for His wisdom and His leading.  Our response could be grouped 

under 3 headlines: 

 Stay connected 

 Care for everyone (including especially those more 

vulnerable or in need) 

 Pray 

We’re so grateful and proud of the response from our 

church family.  Everyone pulling together to help, to 

serve, to put solu�ons in place to connect, to care and to serve.   
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Our staff team have been wonderful! Our LifeGroup Leaders Amazing!  

And many other individuals who are finding crea�ve ways to do things differently.   

We Thank God for You!!  THANK YOU!!  

Before we say anything else, let’s be really clear, we don’t believe that God sent the 

Covid-19 virus.  We believe that sickness doesn’t come from God BUT we do believe 

that what was meant for evil God can use for good (Genesis 50) and we know that 

God causes everything to work together for the good of those who love God and are 

called according to his purpose for them. (Romans 8) So, despite the challenges and 

even the loss, we believe that God is s�ll speaking and working and the church is not 

“cancelled” or dead but is very much alive.  It doesn’t mean that every day we have 

to pretend to be “happy” if we’re not, but we can encourage ourselves to choose 

Joy, to choose faith over fear and to benefit from the peace and hope that only Jesus 

can offer.  All s�ll available in �mes of uncertainty.  

So what is God saying in this 

season? 

Going Deeper and Reaching Wider 

If you’re part of our Ashwood Family you 

will know that we are a church that 

believes that God s�ll speaks today.  We 

want to hear his voice and follow him 

closely.  At the end of 2019 we believed 

God was saying to us that 2020 would be a 

year of Going Deeper and Reaching Wider.  

Of course, the current situa�on was not a surprise to God – He knows all things and 

is outside of �me – and we believe we see the evidence of us going both deeper and 

reaching wider at this �me.  We encourage you to make �me (some have more and 

some have less at the moment) to pray, seek God, to worship and to read both the 

bible and other helpful literature to help you go deeper.   

Many new people have joined with us each Sunday online – which is great! If that’s 

you we would love to meet you one day, but in the mean�me please feel free to 

contact us if you’d like us to connect you with people in our church family.   

(admin@ashwoodchurch.org.uk)  

Stripping things back isn’t always a bad thing.  Keen gardeners understand the 

principle that some�mes for things to grow, not just weeds but even some good 

parts of a plant need to be stripped back.  It may not be comfortable.  

What are our priori�es? What is important? What really ma*ers?  Also what do we 

lean on? Where is our security, our hope for the future and our dependence?  All 

these ques�ons are for individuals and for the church. 
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We oMen talk about perspec�ve – what is God’s perspec�ve for our lives and our 

situa�on now.  One of my regular prayers right now is: “God please teach me 

everything and show me everything you want for me at this �me”.  It may be 

inconvenient but it may also be an incuba�on period for God to birth something and 

develop our character and also some new thoughts for the days ahead. 

In January Duane White spoke in a leaders mee�ng and talked about 2020 being a 

year of Fresh Bread, Fresh Oil and Fresh Fire.  I believe that even (or especially) in 

this season this is what God/Yahweh wants to do in you!  

The words of God spoken through the prophet Isaiah “Behold I am doing something 

new – do you not perceive it”.  This may not be our choice, but let’s embrace what 

God wants to do. 

As well as challenge, loss and pain this is also a season of opportunity, growth and 

possibility.  

We don’t know what everything will look like in the next few days, weeks or months 

but we believe God s�ll reigns and longs for people to turn to him.  Let’s pray, love, 

care, serve, connect, give and believe God for the future! 

Matt, Senior Leader Ashwood Church 

Giving Away During the Current Crisis 
As we explained on Sunday 3

rd
 May – one of the things we choose to do with our 

church finances is to give away 10% of the money we receive outside of our local 

church.  We do this on a regular basis, but it also means that we are ready to 

respond when needed.  We recognise that during the crisis it’s oMen either the poor 

or vulnerable who are affected the most.  While we are able we want to be able to 

support generously those who need it.  Par�cularly for those people/organisa�ons 

we have a rela�onship with.  We were pleased to announce that as a church we have 

been able to give away so far: £3000 to Betel (over the last 2 months) and also 

£1000 to Links Interna�onal. 

Thank you to everyone who gives financially – you enable us to do everything we 

need to as church and so we can be generous beyond ourselves too.  Please keep 

giving during the season – we con�nue to develop our plans for 

the future!  As a church we want to con�nue to give even in or 

especially during the crisis.  Let’s do this together! 

For informa�on on how to give: either follow the link on 

Ashwood Church Facebook Page OR email: 

becky@ashwoodchurch.org.uk    

THANK YOU!! 
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ALPHA UPDATE! 

We are very excited to take ALPHA ONLINE in the next few 

weeks!  

We are so excited that so many new people are connec�ng with 

us on our Sunday Livestreams, so we want to give you/them the 

opportunity to explore the meaning of life and the basics of the Chris�an faith. We 

will be launching brand new online Alpha groups over the next few weeks. If you, or 

someone you are connec�ng with would like to join one of these groups, please 

email alpha@ashwoodchurch.org.uk and we will get back to you.  AND 

If you were on Alpha during January to March that was postponed because of 

lockdown, we will be in touch with you! We will be concluding the last three 

sessions online for those who are able to join in and would like to complete the 

course. 

Ashwood Alpha Team 

COVID-19 Relief Fund 
The Coronavirus Pandemic is affec�ng many people in our community, from 

becoming ill with symptoms of the virus, and for some, family members or loved 

ones have died from the virus.  Alongside this are the many who are unable to do 

their usual jobs, and for some this means finance is very �ght, and poten�ally not 

having a job to go back too.  In the natural this all looks very bleak, we are thankful 

we can place our trust and faith in Jesus who declares in scripture;  

 “May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in Him, so you 

may overflow with the Hope by the power of the Holy Spirit” Romans 15:13.   

 “The Lord is my strength and my shield; my heart trusts Him and He helps me” 

Psalm 28:7.   

The Senior Leaders and Trustees wanted to be able to react quickly to the needs of 

those who are struggling at this �me financially – so we launched the Covid-19 Relief 

Fund which can support people with Supermarket Vouchers or assist with U�lity 

bills.  We are so thankful for people who have given into this fund – we have been 

able to support others through your generosity.  We have primarily used our 

Lifegroups as a way of hearing where there is a financial need.  If you, or you know 

someone, who could be helped through the Covid-19 Relief Fund then please get in 

touch with your Life Group Leader or contact us by emailing 

admin@ashwoodchurch.org.uk 

If you would s�ll like to donate to this fund then please get in touch with Becky 

Holmes by emailing becky@ashwoodchurch.org.uk 
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REACHING WIDER  

Invite your world! 

A recent survey showed there has been a 

surge of new people turning to prayer 

and a*ending church services online for 

the first �me over the last 6 weeks.  The 

survey showed that one in twenty of new 

people a*ending church online have never been to a normal service in a building!  

It’s amazing!  We have seen that too, with literally hundreds of people checking out 

our live streams. 

It’s never been easier to invite your friends, family, 

colleagues to church!  Simply send them the Ashwood 

weekly email link or “Share” the Ashwood Church 

Facebook Page or even start a “Watch Party” with your 

Facebook Friends on Sunday morning!  Even if you would 

some�mes find it difficult to invite people – why not try 

this – it’s actually very easy and many people are so 

grateful that you asked!   

Let’s make the most of every opportunity to share 

the message of God’s love to a world in crisis and 

uncertainty.  There is hope!  Let’s share it! 

Catch up on our current Sunday Series on our 

Facebook Page or download the podcasts from 

our website: www.ashwoodchurch.org.uk 

25 years of Ashwood News 

I was amazed to realise recently that this edi�on of the 

Ashwood News is 25 years since the very first edi�on.  

Molly and I are working on a special ‘Silver’ edi�on that 

we will be sending out to you in the coming weeks.  We 

thought you might like to see how it’s changed and note 

some of the special moments Ashwood News has 

reported on in the life of Ashwood Church. 
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New Home for Ashwood 

During lockdown the team have met via Zoom!  We con�nue to make some progress 

behind the scenes as we develop plans for a new home for Ashwood.  We are 

preparing some vision videos and more marke�ng materials, looking at finances and 

fundraising, and mapping out poten�al �melines for the future.  As you can imagine 

the Covid-19 lockdown has hampered a few things, and we want to work with 

sensi�vity in terms of fundraising at a �me when finance and jobs are under 

pressure.   

As a team we are praying, and we would ask that you con�nue to pray for this 

project as we con�nue to seek God for his best for the new building, but as always 

his best for his �mings!   

If you receive our emails, you will have seen an opportunity for you to have 

your views on a Town Fund Survey – Kirkby has been selected to receive a 

government injec�on of money to make big improvements to the 

town – facili�es, ac�vi�es and infrastructure.  We believe we are 

poised for such a �me as this to be part of this big picture for 

the future of Kirkby in Ashfield.  If you haven’t had chance 

to complete the short survey please head to 

www.ashfield.gov.uk/townsfundsurvey 

Claire Bell 

Life in Lockdown 

Life has changed so much in the last few weeks, so we thought it would be 

interes3ng to hear from a few people to see how they’ve been coping, including the 

Ashwood Staff team. 

There are many other 

people’s experiences that 

we’ve not captured here, 

but hopefully there is a 

good flavour. 

Enjoy and hopefully be 

encouraged too. 

 



Page 8  Ashw��d ews 

 

The Jus9ce Group 

The Ashwood Jus3ce Group meets quarterly to 

encourage each other, discuss, campaign and pray for 

jus3ce issues locally, na3onally and abroad.  

As a group we recently ‘met’ via Zoom for a catch up 

and a pray. It was lovely to see people’s faces!  

We prayed par�cularly for communi�es around the world where ‘shielding’ is 

virtually impossible with whole families living in one room. We prayed instead that 

God would be their shield, protec�ng these communi�es from the virus spreading.  

We also talked a bit about the rela�ve simplicity we are living in, par�cularly 

materially, and also the ‘healing of our land’ that has been able to happen with less 

movement around the globe. Thinking of this simplicity, we all seemed to echo the 

idea that we don’t want to go back to the rush of everyday ‘normality’ as it was. The 

simplicity and slowness is something we perhaps want to keep a hold of as lockdown 

begins to liM. So perhaps my challenge to Ashwood is to think about the simplicity in 

which you may be living in. Perhaps you have been in the garden more, plan�ng your 

own veg, or you haven’t missed the clothes or the coffee you seemed to buy ‘just 

because’. Also to think of those around the globe who have lost work because big 

companies have had to slash costs, thinking par�cularly of clothing workers who 

were already paid so li*le. How can we take this �me to change our habits, to live 

simply and to slow down?  

We will be seWng up a monthly email for those interested in jus�ce. The emails 

would give four quick pointers – 1. Pray 2. Give 3. Ac�on 4. Eco �p. There is no 

obliga�on to join the group mee�ngs and you can opt out at any �me. Please email 

roanne@ashwoodchurch.org.uk to be added to the list. We also have a community 

garden at the back of Ashwood Church, if you are interested in geWng involved in 

plan�ng/harves�ng once it is safe to do so please contact Dave Redfern. 

Praising God for our wonderful Ashwood Community! 

Roanne, Zoe and the Justice Group 

Life in Lockdown—Learning New Tricks 

I have been doing video sessions using tricks and illusions and 

puppets to share the Gospel on Facebook.  I’ve connected, via 

Zoom, to Chris�an Magicians UK which has helped me to 

expand my knowledge, this would not have happened without 

lockdown. 

Michael Burt 
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ONE EVENT 2020 UPDATE    

Many of you will be aware of the large 

celebra�on which takes place annually 

over August Bank Holiday. As a church we 

love this event, and join each year with 

thousands of other people for worship, 

teaching and fun.   

Sadly, the Ground Level Team have announced that they have had to cancel the 

physical event: 

“Our judgement is that over the next four months and at the 3me of the event 

there will be considerable nervousness and quite possibly government 

restric3ons s3ll in place about large gatherings.  

However, we will be gathering online over the August bank holiday 2020 for 

One Event at home and within that at the same 3me there will be a new and 

focussed youth Event called Yth.Revival. Both events will be held on the 

evening of 28th August, and all day on the 29th August 2020. 

One Event at Home will have worship, keynotes, seminars, prayer and fun for 

two days during the bank holiday weekend; this will include a focus for 

families so that kids get to experience One Event at home too.  

Yth.Revival will be for young people Aged 11-18 who are already booked in for 

the 2020 Event plus others who we hope will join. We plan to have great 

speakers, excellent worship, groups, games, challenges and much more - using 

the technology that this age group is so familiar with to its fullest capacity. 

Thirdly I want to say we are planning something big for the One Event 2021: 

2021 is our 40th year and we have already begun planning something very 

special to celebrate 40 years of Grapevine and One Event. We wanted to 

men3on this today so that you know that there is something extra special to 

look forward to in 2021 and, of course, being our 40th year we expect so many 

of our friends from around the world to connect with us and be a part of this. 

We look forward to you being a huge part of that event too. The One Event 

2021 will be held on the 27th-31st August 2021 on the Lincolnshire 

Showground.” 

If you have booked in already you should receive an email with op�ons as to what 

you can do. We will let you know nearer the �me how to enjoy these events. 
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 Prayer in Ashwood  

Prayer underpins everything we do, personally 

and as Ashwood Church, itis a priority for us 

individually, with our friends, in LifeGroups and 

when Ashwood meets together.   

 Prayer for Double 

At the start of this year, we encouraged Ashwood 

to set our phones at 20:20 to pray every day for 

DOUBLE. That God’s kingdom will come, that we 

would be bold in proclaiming the gospel, that our 

friends and family will come to know God, and as a result Ashwood would DOUBLE in 

2020. If every one of us prays for, and brings one other person, that is achievable. 

This last week I was reminded that this dream was born in a tent at last year’s ONE 

event - I really clearly heard God speak to me that if we believed, and we’re obedient 

this year as a collec�ve family of God, then we would see DOUBLE come to pass. 

That if we all said YES, we are commi*ed to pray for one person in faith, then God 

would do the rest. Being reminded of this has given me RENEWED FAITH that 

because God SAID it, he WILL do it. 

Obviously when God gave us this promise, we didn’t know what was ahead of us. We 

didn’t know we wouldn’t be able to see the people we are praying for, we didn’t 

know that we wouldn’t be mee�ng together for a good chunk of this year. BUT GOD 

DID! And he s�ll promised it! He knew what our circumstances would be - and he 

said he would double us. 

I am so encouraged by the number of people tuning in on Sunday morning and to 

other online events. Some of the people we have being praying for, and some who 

we haven’t. But all people who God loves, and he is on their case! Even though we 

are finding it tough, there is sense in which going online has made it EASIER for us to 

go double. People don’t even have to leave their lounge to come to church. We can 

invite people to church with one click of a mouse.  

Let us not give up praying - let’s be encouraged, let’s even raise 

our game! Keep praying for your ‘one’. Pray for those watching 

online. And keep invi�ng peoples, and connec�ng with them. 

Na�onally, the church is seeing a move of people interested in 

faith - this is our �me! This is the YEAR OF DOUBLE! 

Zoe Bell 
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Ashwood Church  

Prayer Shield 

In March, as part of our Devoted 

Teaching series Claire spoke on prayer 

and referred to the launch of the Ashwood Church Prayer Shield.  We sent out an 

email with an electronic version of the prayer shield and you should be receiving a 

paper copy via your LifeGroup soon, if you haven’t received it already. 

We believe the Prayer Shield is an important part of our daily prayers.  As each 

member of the church is praying, that our prayers become an interlocked shield 

which surrounds us on every side, protec�ng us and releasing blessing and favour 

into our lives.  We put together some helpful daily topics to be praying for specifically 

– as we liM this prayer covering over the life of the church, let’s pray with boldness 

and confidence knowing that when we pray in line with His word and His will, He 

hears us and answers!   

As we con�nue to be in lockdown from Covid-19 let’s press into prayer over our 

land.  Below are some words from a song, Heal our Land (Kari Jobe). 

Spirit of God, breathe on your church, pour out your presence,  

speak through your word 

We pray in every nation, Christ be known 

Our hope and salvation, Christ alone 

New power, new wine, all divisions fall 

One church, one bride, Jesus, Lord of all 

So God we pray to you, humble ourselves again, 

Lord would you hear our cry? 

Lord will you heal our land 

That every eye will see, that every heart will know 

The One who took our sin, the One who died and rose 

Christ Alone 

Claire Bell 
Photos:  Online preachers! 
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LECTIO365 

At the start of this year, Paul and I started using the Lec�o365 app for our daily 

devo�onals. This app was released by 24-7 prayer of a way of helping people start 

their day well with prayer and bible reading. For me, it’s a really helpful way of 

launching my prayer �me as I can read it in just a few minutes in the busy-ness of 

family life, or take a bit longer over it if I have �me. At the start of lockdown, we 

encouraged Ashwood that it would be a great way to connect with God in this �me, 

and go deeper. I know lots of people have done just that, and are finding it helpful. 

The great thing about it being an app too, is the readings and prayers have been 

adapted to respond to the current Coronavirus crisis - and so has been a great guide 

for praying into that too. I really recommend it if you aren’t using it already! 

Each day starts with a moment to pause and re-centre our senses on God, then 

moves on to reflect on a Psalm before the main passage for the day and some 

reflec�ons. It finishes with a prayer of yielding - offering ourselves before God for the 

day ahead, and the closing prayer for each day: 

Father, help me live this day to the full, being true to you in every way. 

Jesus, help me to give myself away to others, being kind to everyone I meet. 

Spirit, help me love the lost, proclaiming Christ in all I do and say. Amen. 

Zoe Bell 

Land Being Healed 

Chris�ne and I went for a walk yesterday up Summit Hill, down to pick up the path 

from Lindrick Road through to Southwell Lane. I remembered a team of us, led by 

Kirsty, doing a li*er pick one Saturday; it could have been 10 years ago. The weather 

had been very wet and it was nearly cancelled but because it was in partnership with 

the council and they were providing a lorry to collect all the rubbish we went ahead. 

Star�ng in the rain we filled the lorry with black bags of 

rubbish, ma*resses, sofas, old bikes, you name it.  

Yesterday I was Praising God that on that beau�ful walk 

we didn't see ANY li*er. The land was flourishing and 

healed. I believe as we pushed through in prayer and 

ac�on all those years ago that God forgave our sin and 

healed our land. 

Let's keep going deeper and wider into ALL that God is 

doing in us, for us and through us at this �me. 

Ubuntu. Dave Redfern  
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Prayer Space — Thursday 9.30-10.30am 

There is an opportunity to meet for prayer in a morning for an hour with a smaller 

group of people who have been mee�ng over the last year to explore prayer 

together.  We are not experts but people who want to welcome God into our lives, 

the life of Ashwood and the life of our communi�es and hear more from him.   

During lockdown we have met via Zoom which is a different experience, but we 

con�nued with our regular rhythm of prayer. 

We drew close to our Father God and gave thanks for His amazing love and provision. 

We shared together our prayerful thoughts which at �mes feel a bit random, but as 

happens each �me our various thoughts came together into a wonderful collage of 

God thoughts that gave us a fresh confidence to keep praying and to pray with more 

authority and strength.  

We’d love others to join us in our more informal �me of prayer.  If you’d like to join us 

next �me 9.30am – 10.30am on Thursday 14
th

 or 28
th

 May email or text me for the 

Zoom link. 

janet@ashwoodchurch.org.uk or 07984066810 

Janet Wright 

Refreshing 

Reflec�ng on what God is saying in this season, this 

picture of my houseplant remains with me. At the start of 

lockdown it was full of dead, shrivelled up flowers and I 

had thought of throwing it away, as I believed there was 

li*le chance of new growth. However, I kept it and over 

the last few weeks it has sprouted many pre*y new red 

buds and flowers.  

It reminded me of Isaiah 43:19 'For I am about to do a 

brand new thing. See, I have already begun! Do you not 

see it? I will make a pathway through the wilderness for 

my people to come home. I will create rivers for them in the desert!....so that my 

chosen people can be refreshed.' 

I believe that God is refreshing us in this lockdown, as individuals and as his Church, 

doing something new with us in the wilderness and desert of this difficult season. 

AMer all God has promised to bring good out of difficul�es, for those who love Him. 

Let's seek these new things, which take us deeper with him and hold onto them as 

we move forward in his will. 

Jo Castledine  
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Seesaw Toddler Group 
Seesaw usually meets during term �me at The Ashwood 

Centre on Tuesday and Friday mornings which of course has 

had to stop due to the lockdown and social distancing.  The 

volunteer team are really missing being there, and we have 

had a lot of messages from parents/carers who can’t wait for it to return.  We will 

have missed so many weeks of these li*le babies and toddlers growing up.   

We have a Seesaw Facebook page which is one way we communicate to this 

audience.  We have been sending out a variety of things during the week through the 

Facebook page.   

We have our lovely Ann Bramwell who usually does Tuesday Story Time – she has 

done a few videos of her reading some of the children’s favourite stories and 

introducing some stories from the Children’s Bible too.   

Cheryl usually hosts our Singing Time – so we asked her to video some of the nursery 

rhymes the children enjoy – they were missing the Hokey Kokey and Sleeping 

Bunnies so much!   

And finally, we have put some craM ideas on the page too and Iris Ramsden has done 

a couple of craM videos as well.  So as you can see we are using technology to our 

advantage so that we can s�ll stay in touch.   

Please keep Seesaw in your prayers – we have so many people we connect with 

there and for a number of people it is a “lifeline” during the week for them to meet 

with other adults for a conversa�on. 

Claire Bell 

Woody’s Wednesdays 
So being in lockdown has been challenging and restricted a lot of ac�vi�es, but it has 

given us an opportunity to connect more online.  We didn’t want Woody to miss out 

seeing all of his friends from church, the community and our holiday club which sadly 

couldn’t happen in April.  So he got in front of the camera and has done a couple of 

Wednesday Workouts which have been a lot of fun!  He also released a debut single 

– all about him being the Ashwood 

Bear.  He hopes you have all enjoyed 

watching.  He also wants you to know 

you can pass on the Facebook details 

to your friends and family so they can 

enjoy too!  Watch out for more 

Woody coming soon! 

Claire Bell  
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HEY KIDS! 

Things have been really busy for our Kids in this 

season. Early on, we were able to deliver an 

advent-calendar style devo�on called ’The 

Garden, The Curtain and the Cross’ that led up 

to Easter and helped our kids and their families 

to explore what sin is, and what salva�on means, and the 

power of the cross, and resurrec�on. Lots of our families have 

said they found this really helpful so we have now ordered an 

ac�vity book for families to do together during the ’Thy 

Kingdom Come’ prayer season leading up to Pentecost - kids, 

look out for this arriving! 

The kids have also been busy ac�ng and craMing with some 

packs Bob kindly put together for us, and their own bits and 

bobs too, every Sunday morning. We are all loving seeing their 

art work and what they have been up to! 

The last few weeks we have also set up ‘Zoom Zone’s’ where our 

Kidzone, Yzone and Ozone groups are mee�ng every fortnight 

on Zoom. We are mega grateful for our amazing Zones leaders 

who are adap�ng their planning to make this possible - our kids 

are loving the chance to see each other, be together and GO DEEPER during this 

�me! 

Minizone aren't leM out as our wonderful Ann is regularly 

recording bible stories for them! 

We aren’t leaving out the kids in our community either - 

early on we were donated plants by B&Q so could deliver 

these to all our Friday Night Takeaway and Holiday Club 

families too. We have been keeping in touch with these families regularly by text, 

sending out songs and invites to our family quizzes and to Sunday church. We are 

going to be sending the same prayer ac�vity book to them 

too shortly so they can engage in prayer along with us.  

Please keep praying for our kids and families in this season. 

It’s really tough for them not being at school, but trying to 

work at home. This puts pressure on both parent/carers and 

their children and so let’s hold them in our prayers…. for 

peace, for families being built up and geWng on with each 

other, and for our kids to go deeper! 

Zoe Bell & Esther Ransome  
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Youth in Ashwood 

We have a great team of volunteers who help our young 

people grow in God and build a strong founda3on in 

their faith ready to move out into the world. 

Youth - Elevate 
Since we’ve been in lockdown our youth have certainly been busy with a whole host 

of things. One of the most exci�ng is the rebranding of our youth work to the new 

name of ELEVATE.  

The name ELEVATE will cover our full spectrum of youth work including- 

 Youth (Sunday Evening youth) 

 Street (Detached) 

 Drop In (Thursday night Youth) 

 Worship (New for 2020) 

Our young people were involved in the final decision in choosing our new logo, we 

hope you like it as much as they do. 

We are now on INSTAGRAM!.!.!. This was launched at the beginning of last month. 

Instagram is a great social pla]orm to help keep connected. If you are part of our 

Sunday night youth & would like to follow our Instagram account then please get in 

touch via your parent to authorise.  

For Easter our ELEVATE Youth bunnies were out doing Easter Egg drop offs to all the 

young people. Keep a look out for your next delivery, coming soon.  

We’ve been busy doing some social events too. Our first was a stay at home movie 

night, the young people had a choice of 2 movies & we all watched them 

simultaneously from the comfort of our own homes.  

Quaran9ne 

The feeling of being stuck in one place and not being able to see ‘outsiders’. Not 

being able to go to the park and hang out with friends.  Not being able to do 

hobbies, the ones you most love.  Same walls. Same food, Same rou�ne. Even 

though I never really used to go outside, I miss knowing I had the op�on. I 

especially miss my family, not being able to give my Mamma a hug when she comes 

to bring our quaran�ne survival kits and it is hard only being able to talk to my 

Nana over FaceTime.  A sensa�on of being kidnapped by coronavirus and everyone 

else has too. Not a soul in sight when I go on my daily walk. All you hear is the 

sound of birds chirping, day aMer day, night aMer night.  Quaran�ne. 

Phoebe Shaw, age 12 
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Our second social event was a ZOOM 

karaoke evening, this was a great evening 

seeing everyone all together for the first 

�me & having a whole load of fun too. 

We’re busy planning the next social 

event for May, date & theme TBC.  

The short term plan to connect with our 

young people will be online via Zoom, 

where we will be introducing fortnightly ELEVATE youth mee�ngs on Sunday 

evenings for our older youth. They will be covering a series �tled “living like Jesus- 

spiritual disciplines”. 

For our younger youth we will be connec�ng by con�nuing with OZONE, mee�ng 

fortnightly as it currently is during the week.  

There will be one group social event each month, this is where all of our young 

people will join in & connect together for some fun & social �me.  Please refer to 

your ELEVATE newsle*er / update for all the specific dates etc. for ELEVATE.  

We hosted a prayer evening where various people from across our youth work areas 

met online to pray for all of the young people we’re connected to across all of our 

areas of youth work. Please con�nue to pray for all the young people were 

connected to during this �me.  

If you’re part of ELEVATE YOUTH Please feel free to get in touch & share anything 

that you’ve been doing since being in lockdown & if you have something to 

encourage others with.  

Stay Safe. Stay Connected & We look forward to seeing you all soon.  

Richard Reason on behalf of The ELEVATE Team.  

18-30’s Group 
In the 18-30s we have been trying to stay connected as far as possible with a Zoom 

call every couple of weeks in an evening.  Most of us have managed to be in these 

mee�ngs and we have even managed to play some games together, which were 

amusing!  I must thank Bob and Bec for hos�ng / arranging these calls.   

I also know a number of individuals within the group have been suppor�ng each 

other, picking up some shopping or the like.   

Roanne and I appreciate everyone's love for one another within this group as part of 

God's family.  We shall be praying for con�nued growth and unity as we go through 

these next months.  

May God bless and protect you all,  

Dom Torr 
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NHS Support 

Since the crisis began there has been a lot of 

emphasis on those working in the NHS and 

rightly so, many of them are facing this crisis 

head on and others are working hard to keep 

different areas going. Here in Ashwood we 

have ambulance, technicians, a manager at 

Kings Mill, nurses in various places including 

Intensive Care, a porter and a ward hostess, a 

local GP and a nurse working in the 

community. 

Over the weeks we have done our best to 

support these people.  Firstly, by praying for 

them and keeping in contact with them.  

Then, we put together a le*er to them to say 

thank you for what they were doing and to 

give them some biblical encouragement along 

the way and perhaps most importantly to 

make sure they knew we were standing with 

them, praying for them and cheering them 

on.  We also put together a le*er for them to 

give to their staff and other colleagues to say 

Ashwood was suppor�ng them and praying 

for them.  This was really well received. 

Our next step was to create a WhatsApp group for these folk and a great crowd of 

Ashwood folk responded to the call to pray regularly for these folks.  The group has 

been well used by those working to tell us when they are working, to share some of 

their challenges, fears as well as some of the posi�ve moments and they’ve shared 

the answers to prayers – there have been many, praise God.  Those praying have 

added their words of encouragement on a regular basis and they’ve shared some of 

the things they’ve felt led to pray. 

It is a privilege to be standing alongside these folk through this �me, to hear from 

them and to hold them up in very difficult circumstances but also to celebrate those 

God moments along the way. 

We may be over a peak in COVID cases but the impact is going to con�nue for a long 

�me in lots of ways. So we will con�nue to liM our friends and their colleagues in the 

NHS in prayer and keep encouraging them as they serve us, the community and the 

na�on in this way. 

 

Kings Mill Hospital   

The focus of many prayers over the 

last few weeks: for all those working 

there and those who have found 

themselves needing the exper�se 

and care of the staff. 
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Teachers! 

We want to thank our teachers and teaching assistants 

who are doing their best to provide instruc�on to the 

children and young people of our area, some have been 

assessing their students for them to get exam results 

with no exams and they also con�nue to be in school to 

give care and educa�on to some children.   

Please be praying for them in the coming weeks as lockdown begins to ease:  

 for wisdom for them and the senior leaders to find the best way forward,  

 for safety as and when they go back to work,  

 for peace in the classroom and for protec�on for all.  

KeyWorkers 

We want to thank our other keyworkers and essen�al workers who con�nue to make 

sure the essen�als of life con�nue—postmen, supermarket workers, foster carers, 

delivery drivers, social workers, council workers, police and firemen…..  If you are one 

of those people THANK YOU or you live with or know one of those people please 

pass on our THANKS, we appreciate what you are doing. 

Parents and Grandparents 

We want to give a big shout out to our parents and grandparents who have had a 

rather swiM role change and are now home-schooling their children or grandchildren 

while helping them to adjust to the massive changes that are happening around 

them.  Not seeing friends and family for so long is huge for so many, we commend 

you all . 

 We pray that God will give you wisdom and strength in the coming weeks. 

Ashwood Offerings 

We want to say a big, big thank you to each of you who either, 

puts some money in our offering on a Sunday morning or have 

money sent direct to the church bank account.  Whether large 

or small amounts each pound helps Ashwood Church to func3on and enables us to 

bless over people and organisa3ons during the year. 

** Please note these figures may be subject to change and  

doesn’t include dona�ons to the COVID19 Relief Fund 

 2020 Total Offerings Offerings Development fund Building Fund 

February £9,257 £8,151 £761 £345 

March  £12,766 £11,663 £698 £405 

April  ** £8970 £7,963 £601 £405 
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Ashwood in the Community 

Foodbank 

As you may have already seen, foodbank numbers have 

increased significantly, almost up by 50%! We kind of expected 

it to increase as this situa�on has effected pre*y much all of 

us one way or another, lots of people are currently not working due to being 

furloughed or have lost their job altogether. They also have the added pressure of 

having the children home from school which means more food to find! Not an easy 

�me for any one. 

We have also seen the demand for food delivery due to people in vulnerable 

posi�ons where they are unable to leave the house due to health condi�ons or 

having to shield to protect family members. We do several food deliveries each week 

to those people. 

As �me goes on and financial impact grows we do not see 

this ending any�me soon, in fact it will probably get worse 

before it gets be*er. 

We have seen referrals come in from a number of different 

sources, some we have never had before. We even had 

someone call into NoWngham radio to ask for help to find 

someone to bring him food, he rang the radio because it was 

a free phone number as he didn’t have any credit on his 

phone and didn’t know what else to do. The radio contacted 

me and we were able to help the gentleman out!  

We have had some really generous dona�ons from lots of different people, some 

local businesses that have had to close their staff kitchen/canteens, the Council, 

Wheelgate, Kings Mill Hospital and a few others. Personal dona�ons have been 

fantas�c also. A MASSIVE THANK YOU to everyone who has donated, it really is a 

massive help and blessing, I know it is hard for most of us but 

if people were able to give a li*le while we can that would be 

great. With so much uncertainty around at the moment it 

could be any of us having to rely on help and the foodbank at 

some point. There is a food dona�on bin in Morrisons if you 

shop there or you can bring food down to the Ashwood 

centre on a Tuesday between 12.30 and 2pm. 

Thank you to the wonderful foodbank volunteers who are 

giving their �me each week. We are only running on 2 or 3 of 

us each week to make sure we are able to maintain social 

distancing. Also thanks to my husband Carl who drives me 
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round everywhere delivering and picking up food, we are out nearly every day doing 

something, I think he will be glad to go back to work!! 

We had some lovely le*ers of thanks this last week, one from the council and one 

from the local MP, thanking the foodbank team for all that they are doing to help 

people in the current situa�on. It was really nice to receive. 

We also received a grant from the county council which we are going to use to buy 

be*er boxes to use for home delivery, keep on top of any food supply we are running 

out of and also providing some ac�vi�es and craMs for the children and families who 

don’t have any at home. 

There is so much to do, but that’s what we do, we are a church in the community 

and that’s what we are doing, helping out those who are most in need, we are a 

generous giving church and the people in Kirkby are very grateful, the comments of 

apprecia�on are really lovely each week. I am trying to get some stories from some 

of the people that we are helping to share 

with you. 

Thank you so much once again; words can’t 

express how much I appreciate all the 

support. I could talk to you forever about 

what happens etc., but I will leave that un�l 

we can physically meet again. 

Take care everyone,  

Thanks, Louise Webber  

Quiz Nights 
Wow, our quiz nights have been a great success. If 

you have not been able to join in one then keep 

your eyes peeled for the dates of future ones on the 

Facebook page. 

We are about to do the 3rd quiz night. They have 

been so much fun with so many people joining in, 

lots of non-regular church people as well which is 

great ‘reaching wider’. We will con�nue to do them 

fortnightly for the foreseeable future. Invite your 

friends and family to join in: it’s very easy, you join the Facebook live and I ask the 

ques�ons, you write down the answers, no pressure, just family fun, with a range of 

ques�ons to suit everyone. 

It’s really good fun chaWng with everyone which we don’t get to do much at the 

moment.  I will look out for you on the next live! 

Louise Webber 
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Devoted - Worship - Paul Bell 

Worship in lockdown:  At this �me when we can't gather together as we would like 

to, we can s�ll press into the presence of God - we can bless the Lord, shiM our 

perspec�ve, align our priori�es and expect situa�ons to change as we bring our 

worship.  God wants to meet us in the everyday, as well as in the breakthrough 

moments. What we do in the ordinary, ma*ers just as much as the moments that are 

extraordinary. These are the �mes we learn about faithfulness, trust, dependence, 

determina�on obedience. These "disciplines" are forma�onal and founda�onal.  

Worship is about God:  It’s TO God. It’s FOR God. It’s made possible BY God.  When 

we worship, it blesses the heart of God - what an amazing thought that we can bless 

the heart of God here in the smallness of our gathering, or even on our own, we can 

bring something that blesses the heart of the Father and that is our primary 

mo�va�on for worship - to bless God.  

Worship shiMs our perspec9ve:  Away from our successes and our failures, away 

from the news, away from our problems, away from our individual needs. This isn't 

denial or escapism though. We don’t worship to escape reality. Worship calls our 

a*en�on to a higher reality.  Kris White talked about turning our worry into worship.  

I believe this is great advice for us, especially in our current circumstances. 

Worship is about the presence: There is a divine encounter that takes place in the 

presence of God. We can catch a glimpse of the glory of God, and be transformed as 

a result. Let's never lose sight of the privilege and power of entering into God's 

presence.  (See Exodus 33) 

Worship aligns our priori9es: If we declare that we love God, but don’t care about 

the things he cares about, then our songs can seem hollow. In Amos, in Micah, in 

James, (and throughout the Bible), it is clear that God’s heart is for jus�ce, for the 

oppressed, for widows, for orphans. This is why it's important that as church we are 

engaged with issues of jus�ce. It's why we partner with Links, with Safe Families, it's 

why we work to make a difference in God's world.  

Worship involves everyone: Singing involves all of us - our whole being, our whole 

body. Songs come from deep inside of us. When we raise our hands, when we dance, 

everything inside of us is involved… We sing because some truths are too good just 

to think about or speak about. If there is ever a reason to sing, to dance, shout, to 

worship, it's the goodness of God.  When we sing together, there’s unity.  

When we worship, things change: Something happens when we praise. We’re not 

just singing songs. Let's be expectant. Expec�ng miracles in our worship �mes. 

Expec�ng God to speak, expec�ng weights to be liMed and chains to be broken. 

There is something going on that we can’t understand. Encounter, presence, 

transforma�on. 
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Ashwood LifeGroups 

LifeGroups are a commi�ed place in Ashwood where you 

can get to know a group of people and do life together.  It’s also a safe place where 

we encourage one another to be followers of Jesus.  Ashwood LifeGroups are situated 

in different geographical loca3ons across the area. 

LifeGroups aren’t cancelled! We’re just doing it differently for a while! 

The early church used to gather in people’s homes.  They devoted themselves to 

teaching, fellowship, communion, prayer and worship.  (Go to Ashwood podcasts for 

our recent Sunday series on all of these).  In this season we can’t gather physically 

but we are gathering online!  It’s different, but can 

be effec�ve and even fun.  

Thank you to all of our amazing LifeGroup Leaders 

for making this happen!   

During the next few weeks/

months we will be using thoughts from the book “UNLEASHED” 

wri*en by Gavin and Anne Calver.  It looks back to the early church 

roots but then asks how we can see God’s power and God’s people 

“Unleashed” today! (Even in lockdown!) 

LifeGroups are a commi*ed place in Ashwood where you can get to 

know a group of people and do life together.  It’s also a safe place 

where we encourage one another to be followers of Jesus.  If you’re 

new to Ashwood and even started connec�ng with us on Sundays 

online, and you would like us to connect you to one of our friendly LifeGroups then 

please email admin@ashwoodchurch.org.uk and we’ll be in touch with you! 

What are LifeGroup’s all about?  

These are the four core values that are at the heart of our LifeGroups: 

WELCOME: LifeGroups are inclusive and a really posi�ve place for everyone to “do 

life” together. 

RELATIONAL: LifeGroups are a place of high commitment where people are 

supported, through trus�ng, open and accountable posi�ve rela�onships. 

GROWING: We believe that the Chris�an life will always include spiritual 

development as we seek to become more like Jesus.  LifeGroups are a great place to 

do this. 

JESUS CENTRED: We want to be a community of people who know the truth of Jesus 

and live by His Spirit.  Prayer, sharing God’s word and exercising the giMs of the Spirit 

are all part of keeping Jesus unashamedly at the centre of all we are about. 
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Sunday Messages 

The best way to get hold of our Sunday messages is the 

podcast on the church website.  But here’s a reminder of 

what has been preached over the last few weeks: 

Sunday 8
th

 March 

Embracing Inconvenience - Luke Meadows from Safe Families 

Sunday 15
th

 March 

Devoted: Worship  - Paul Bell 

Sunday 22
nd

 March 

Devoted : Sharing  - Bob Goody 

Sunday 29
th

 March 

Devoted: Prayer - Claire Bell 

Sunday 5th April   

Devoted: Adding to our Number - Zoe Bell 

Sunday 12
th

 April Easter Sunday 

Best Day Ever - Ma� Bell 

Sunday 19
th

 April  

Who is God? (New Series) - Ma� Bell 

Sunday 26
th

 April 

Who is God? Part 2 - Bob Goody 

Sunday 3
rd

 May 

Who is God?  Part 3 - Ma� Bell 

Support in Lockdown - ‘Anne’ 

During lockdown I have temporarily moved out of my own 

home to Janet’s so I wasn’t alone.  During my �me here I’ve 

been doing puzzles and cross s�tch and Janet and I are 

doing “First Steps”.  I have been home occasionally, last �me 

I redecorated my bedroom.   

The thing that has impacted me the most during lockdown has been not being able 

to see or speak to my 3 younger children, who are in care.  I am finding this quite 

hard but I’ve got amazing support around me who have been helping me through 

this. 
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Life in Lockdown around Ashwood 

Learning to Communicate!  - Joan Tomlinson 

Whilst in lockdown I’ve been spurred on to do some gardening 

& reflec�on ! 

Spring 

Coiled up under the hard soil in the depths of winter  

Cocooned in a way, but in that form it won’t stay 

Bulbs burgeon - bursting the earth, until they bloom & 

blossom, 

Springing forth and surprising our sensors 

Daffodils as yellow as the sun, nod in the brightening skies 

Winter wizens and nature rejoices 

Voices trill the dawn chorus, the tune of the blackbird thrills us 

New life laid in their nests warm into life 

It makes the soul come alive 

Not having been out since the beginning of Lockdown we’ve had much more �me to 

pray together, listen to podcasts, & get lots of jobs accomplished, most of them 

outside in the garden due to the fabulous April weather - reminiscent of Spain. We 

are now weed free, have seeds growing in my plas�c greenhouse and have 60 

Sunflowers growing! 

It’s been good chaWng to our neighbours over the garden fence so much more. 

However, my biggest learning curve has been the use of the Internet to communicate 

(YouTube, Zoom, Facebook, Messenger possibili�es and Nicky Gumbel’s You Version 

of Bible through the Year has become my star�ng point of the day) 

We’ve kept in touch with our Spanish church friends as a whole group more easily 

and had both Communion & House Group sessions with our U.K. & Spanish Chris�an 

families (it’s been cheaper than flying & on car fuel!) 

There have been lots of Sunday services to tune into: Ashwood @ 10.30 followed by 

our daughter’s C3 Cambridge @ 11.30 and loads of Spring Harvest podcasts & 

recently Claire introduced us to Lec�o365 which we are loving.  

How did we spend our days before Lockdown? …must have wasted loads of �me. 

“Wake up, sleeper, rise from the dead, & Christ will shine on you” Eph 5:14 

God’s Rich Blessings be yours. 
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My Lockdown Story  

I didn’t really no�ce how Covid-19 was effec�ng people’s 

lives, I had seen things on the news, but un�l things started 

to get cancelled, church, residen�al, school ... etc. I wasn’t 

too worried. When this happened I didn’t really know how to 

feel. I felt sad, worried and a li*le bit angry about missing 

out on things I was looking forward to. We talked as a family 

about it and prayed. We decided to look for posi�ve things to think about: like 

spending more �me with my family.  

So far my lockdown experience has been very posi�ve. We have done lots of lessons 

at home, which has been fun. I turned 10 and had the best birthday ever!!!! Because 

I got to spend the day with my mum and sisters when I would have been at school. 

Even though we’re quite a small family we’ve never really been alone in this �me 

even though some days we do feel a li*le sad.  On the days I’ve been bored or lonely 

I’ve been able to message or FaceTime my friends, and people have sent video 

messages, I even got a call from my teacher. Although I know for some it’s been 

really hard and a lot of people have been really lonely. So we try and remember to 

pray for those people.  

Although I have had a lot of fun I’m looking forward to seeing my friends, going back 

to church and geWng back to normal. I really hope that this will happen very soon as 

I miss seeing people properly, and geWng hugs. 

Love From Bella  
P.S...Thank you keyworkers we pray every day that you are safe.    

Blessing and Challenge - Janine Manning 

Lockdown for me has been both a blessing and a challenge, which I can imagine is 

the same for many of us. Being an introvert, having more �me to spend at home to 

work on various craM projects has been a lovely blessing. I’ve been kniWng and 

croche�ng along with working on diamond pain�ngs and a big pain�ng by numbers. 

It’s given me the chance to read for leisure again and just slow life down a li*le.  

There have been challenges too of course. My sister started her first job as a social 

worker on 27
th

 April so we are now 

babysiWng 2 ½ days a week but prior to 

that, I was really struggling with not 

seeing my li*le nephews and niece. I also 

really miss seeing friends and family face 

to face.... and hugs! I am so grateful for 

technology but it’s just not quite the 

same. 
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The beginning of my term at university and online lectures has brought its own 

challenge of adjus�ng to studying alone (and finding the mo�va�on!) but I am slowly 

star�ng to get used to this now. We have great support from our university lecturers 

which is definitely helping. 

My mood and anxiety have been a bit all over the place and to be completely honest, 

I’ve really struggled with knowing what to pray during all of this. However, in a Bible 

reading plan I’ve been doing with the Alpha group I was in, I was recently reminded 

of the verse in Romans 8 – ‘If we don’t know how or what to pray, it doesn’t ma*er. 

He does our praying in and for us, making prayer out of our wordless sighs, our 

aching groans’ (MSG). I know that God is there with me through this – even when I’m 

feeling a li*le lost. 

See you all on our Sunday morning livestreams and hopefully face to face really 

soon! �  

 

Enjoying the Extra Time - Gisela Beighton 

I feel so blessed in a �me that is so very 

difficult for many. I am furloughed, and I 

dare say, I'm loving it. Although I only 

work two days a week normally, it seems 

like I have so much more �me on my 

hands. My allotment has never looked so 

good at this �me of the year, and also at 

home I can �ck off items of a never-ending to-do-list. I can even squeeze in �me for 

reading books and doing craMs. Having my two "boys" at home is most of the �me 

really wonderful. A special treat is that Joshua is now cooking most of the main 

meals.  

Even though we are supposed to "physical distance", I don't sense a social distancing 

happening. There are so many WhatsApp messages, Zooms, live streams on 

Facebook, encouragements, a strong sense of belonging.  Seeing new people join our 

Sunday mee�ngs and hearing similar stories from other churches is so encouraging. I 

almost sense that God is using this �me of lockdown to encourage us to fast from 

our normal hec�c lives and gives us space to remember what is good, important and 

las�ng. All of this makes my insides bubble with hope and joy. Don't get me wrong, I 

do want this pandemic to be over, I really feel for all those mourning deaths, loss of 

jobs, travel and other opportuni�es or live in fear of experiencing any of these. But I 

really hope that we will not just go back to "normal", that this experience will change 

us personally, as a church, as a na�on and also worldwide, drawing us closer to God. 
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Choosing to Trust—Zoe Jones  

Well lockdown certainly has been life changing for us all. For 

our family it has been one of fun, excitement, tension, 

frustra�on and discovery.... 

A baby born that we cannot see, a broken boiler, a smashed 

window, sunbathing, gardening, swingball, study �me, walks, 

talks, bike rides, runs out, playing cards, reading, films, baking, 

birthdays... Like us all trying to add colour and life to everyday. 

However, for me as a Cri�cal Care nurse life at work has been somewhat different. It 

really has been life changing and life challenging. What you have seen on TV in the 

ini�al weeks is s�ll going on!!! and I have experienced it first hand and it’s not been 

pre*y. We have been through unprecedented �mes. 

As a team of nurses, doctors, physiotherapists, pharmacists care assistants etc. we 

have had to go through the most complex changes and adapt overnight to a very 

different way of working. We have only a 13 bedded unit but have had to prepare for 

the very real possibility of accommoda�ng up to 65 plus pa�ents!! It never got to this 

stage which we thank God for. The management issues and rebuilding, restructuring 

of our unit and staff has been massive. We have had 70 plus staff relocated from all 

areas inexperienced to cri�cal care coming to work along-side us for support. This in 

itself aside from the direct pa�ent care has been very difficult. It has meant a lot of 

teaching, mentoring and support in addi�on to the care of a very complex pa�ent 

group. Dealing with a very new virus we are learning about as we go!! - a nasty virus 

that had brought with it ways of affec�ng the vital organs in complex ways. Coping 

and trea�ng this pa�ent group whilst being in full PPE (Personal protec�ve 

equipment—see photo below) has been even more difficult. It’s hot under all that 

plas�c!! We have had fall outs, breakdowns, meltdowns, laughs, jokes… the whole 

boatload. It’s real life!! 

Juggling a home, two teenagers to love and raise whilst in lockdown has meant 

having to immerse myself in prayer, praise, my Bible and looking up!!! I have chosen 

to trust and not be bound by fear. 

The growth factor from this and 

what I have learned and gained 

from this, like I’m sure you have too 

in your own circumstances, is huge. 

I will treasure the kindness of a 

whole host of organisa�ons like 

Morrison’s, Costa, Starbucks, TK 

Maxx, Tesco. Chari�es like Salute the 
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NHS and local businesses like Selston Sarnies all contribu�ng 

giMs and food parcels. To friends and family caring with flowers, 

cards and sewing mask �es and scrub bags. It has been heart-

warming and mind blowing. To those in Ashwood and other 

Chris�an friends who have prayed daily for strength and 

protec�on. Thank you to you all. 

So in conclusion, the last five weeks 

or so have been tough and draining 

both physically and mentally but I wouldn’t change any of 

it: saddened and sorry for the lost lives of course but the 

blessing can be seen within it all. 

God is at the centre of this. Let’s praise him.  

Stay Safe- Carl Webber 2020 
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Seeing God at Work—The Shaw Family 

We decided as a family that we would take the girls out 

of school a few days before the school closures because 

Bella is high risk. Ini�ally the feelings of worry were 

really high, but it would only be for a couple of weeks 

surely? How wrong were we! 8 weeks later we are here 

now with s�ll a lot of unknown anxie�es but there's 

become a comfor�ng bubble that we have wrapped our 

self in where now being at home feels the safest place 

to be. 

We have always been a family that have tried to look for 

the posi�ves in every situa�on, and being in lockdown 

has made us all appreciate the things "life" has to offer that during the hustle a 

bustle of everyday life can oMen get taken for granted.  

We have been able to focus on not only what we are grateful for like having a big 

enough house whereby everyone has their own rooms and space to just be on their 

own if they need it, enough food to eat and plenty of loo roll. But also the way we 

have learnt about each other on a deeper level. Finding out about our children's 

characters more now they are entering teenage years and enabling them to have 

very ac�ve roles in making a house a home. No rushing to different places, just being 

s�ll. LeWng them loose in the kitchen and leWng them explore at their own pace.  

Listening to the birds singing has been a joy.  

We have also experienced loss of friends which has been hard, but showing our 

respects at the side of the road when a funeral goes past and everyone clapping is 

such a bi*ersweet thing. The memories of 2020 we have really tried to fill with 

posi�ve happy memories. Having 3 very different children to home-school ini�ally 

was a challenge but we have adapted it to work with our family as to relieve the 

stress.  

Seeing God at work during this �me has been incredible, neighbours are chaWng 

rather than a friendly smile, the life group zoom mee�ngs have been such an 

enjoyable experience. And the Sunday morning services have enabled everyone to 

access it without that ini�al anxiety of entering a room whereby they know no one. 

God has made a way for a new normal and I'm so excited to see how he will shine 

through this. We don't want to go back to how things were so we praise God for 

making us all stop and strip it all back. 

Missing you all and can't wait to be raising that hallelujah when we can all be 

together again!  

Andy, Amy, Naomi, Phoebe and Bella 
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God, the One Constant!  - Phil Lakin 

In some ways, the transi�on to lockdown has not been too hard for me.  I am a 

homeworker and somewhat introverted. Travel for work, heMy in the past, has been 

declining for some �me with more and more online mee�ngs.  But I miss people, the 

chance encounter of a friend not seen for ages on a train journey.  I miss the 

consola�on of a Costa Coffee and an M&S sandwich as I wait pa�ently for that 

delayed train.  I miss the rou�ne of Friday evening meals at Alison's parents and a 

chance to catch up with my son in person, of Lifegroup mee�ngs in 3D and 

the spontaneity of the "let's go out for a coffee".    

Throughout this �me of change and readjustment, of disappointment and businesses 

at work (80% of my colleagues are on furlough leave), God has been the one 

constant: guiding and encouraging me to pause.  Pa�ently telling and re-telling me to 

be pa�ent with myself & with others, to be peaceful when I encounter peace.  To 

stop. To be kind to myself and to others.  Yes, to con�nue praying for others and for a 

cure for COVID-19 but yes, also not to feel guilty about praying for my needs too. I've 

had a strong sense of God sustaining and carrying me through this �me, of leading 

me who to pray for, which causes to support and to rejoice in prayers answered. 

 

Family Worship - Zoe Bell - Senior Leader 

I don’t know about you, but our family is some�mes finding lockdown tough! We 

generally love all being together and hanging out, but the strain of home school and 

not having our own space can take its toll. Really early on we set in our rou�ne a 

family worship �me - this is just 10 minutes aMer lunch where we sing a couple of 

songs together and pray. We obviously benefit from having Paul and a piano, but this 

could work just with some worship songs on your music system or YouTube!  

I’ve just found this so helpful every day for reseWng us, focusing us on God, liMing us 

out of what’s happened rela�onally in the morning and giving some perspec�ve this 

situa�on. 

It’s not gone well every day - some days not everyone wants to join in, some days we 

are distracted or busy, there was even one day when I was so wound up I stopped it 

half way through so we could all (or at least me!) could have some space before we 

came back to try again!  

But in general, crea�ng this space has benefi*ed us a family, helped us to GO 

DEEPER, and keep God central to our rela�onships with each other and Him. Why 

not give it a try? 
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Ashwood Staff 

Our recent staff team photo  

** Note Zoe normally is with us for 

these mee�ngs but had other Zoom 

calls on this day!** 

 

Community Coordinator  - 

Louise Webber 

I hope everyone is keeping well? We are all good in the Webber house. Carl is 

currently furloughed at work so he has been helping me out in between his college 

days, a worrying �me as job losses have been announced and that is something I will 

just worry about! But what can I do? It’s all in God’s hands. 

Abigail has been working a lot, she has gone from working 4 hours a week on a 

Saturday to 38 hours a week as well as keeping on top of her college work. She is 

working at Mansfield Morrisons and has been working really hard, we are really 

proud of her.  Charlie has been plodding on, as he does, school work and xbox and 

the occasional walk with us and the dog! 

As for me I seem to be working more now than ever, I am s�ll doing breakfast club at 

a local school, that is only 1 day a week at the moment, and then with foodbank stuff 

that is pre*y much every day, I feel like I spend more �me at the centre than I do at 

home some weeks. Normally I would only work 2 days a week (technically!). Along 

with the zoom mee�ngs and the quiz nights (which I love) I haven’t had �me to get 

bored yet! Don’t get me wrong the situa�on is not easy, I find myself worrying about 

the long term impact this is going to have: when will we go back to school, will Abi 

be able to start uni and will Carl have a job at the end of the year? 

I am a bit of a worrier when it comes to those type of things, but my LifeGroup help 

me with this as we have spoken a lot about worry or more to the point ‘Do not 

worry’. Keeping busy definitely helps, and I have been listening to worship music so 

much more, that is definitely my go to in tough �mes, I love it! (The weather has 

been helpful too). We have tried to go for a walk each day with the dog and recently 

out on our bikes again. 

I love the Sunday morning online church service it’s so good but at the same �me I 

can’t wait for us all to be back together on a Sunday morning. I miss seeing everyone 

and also missing Café 22 on a Monday morning, hopefully it won’t be too long in the 

future un�l we can be together again. 

Take care all, hopefully by the �me the next Ashwood news is out we may be in 

church to receive it.  See you all soon 
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Ashwood Caretaker - Dave Redfern  

It's in the tes�ng �mes that we are given the opportunity for our faith to be proved 

genuine. So I've had the sense that now is a good �me to put into prac�se all the 

discipleship and training we've received. I see my primary purpose is to pray. 

Everything else I do in word and ac�on flows from my response to our Father's love 

and goodness. It's an emo�onal rollercoaster of highs and lows, loop the loop, fast 

and slow. 

So when I'm awake and praying during the night shiM, I'm trus�ng its Jesus calling 

and leading by His Spirit. Journaling helps me express this. 

When I'm in tears, in a mess, it’s part of my prayer journey along with the joy and 

peace that comes with being centred in Christ. 

My biggest challenge has been knowing what to do for the best now, what's next and 

what's to come in the future.  Baking Weetabix cakes and Flapjack, hours on the 

phone, cleaning, declu*ering,  pain�ng ... a 1001 jobs I could do. Especially when 

there seems to be so many mixed messages: Stay at home but help your neighbours 

with shopping and prescrip�ons. Work from home, except for Keyworkers... Well I'm 

doing a bit of both, while doing my best to follow government guidelines.  

Thankfully, Jesus helps me in all my needs and decision making when I ask him and 

forgives me when I get it wrong. I totally depend on Jesus who has become for me 

everything I need.  I believe Jesus is LORD of ALL things. He is making ALL things new 

by His Spirit and WORD. 

I am enjoying a new rhythm of life together, hoping that, as we look forward to the 

end of this current crisis, we will hold onto the good habits we have gained. HOPE 

has a name...in the best of �mes and the worst of �mes. 

Administrator - Roanne Torr 

Life in terms of administra�on has perhaps slowed down a li*le…

the centre is closed for almost all ac�vi�es so a lot of my weekly 

jobs have dropped off. However, the lines between my teaching 

and administra�on roles have begun to blur.  

It was my turn this week to look aMer the keyworker children at 

school. Whilst we are not in direct contact with the virus, it is very hard to keep 2 

metres away from any child and it is impossible to keep 2 metres from a child with 

special needs! We were provided with visors to protect ourselves and the children 

(see picture!).  

In my readings each day the same line from various Psalms came up…the Lord is my 

shield. It felt like God was whispering each day that, whilst I may have a sort of face 

shield, he is my shield and protector. My prayer is that we all join together, as the 

Romans did, to hold up our prayer shields for each of our keyworkers. God is their 

shield and protector.   
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Senior Leaders - Lockdown in the house of Ma� & Claire Bell 

Firstly, I would probably reflect that we seem more busy than normal.  Ma* 

con�nues to work for Forbo Flooring from home, which has brought its own 

challenges as the business works out how to operate during a lockdown.   Then of 

course the rest of Ma*’s �me is focussed on Ashwood Church.  We have had to get 

up to speed on online streaming our Sunday mee�ngs, mee�ngs over zoom, 

con�nuing to meet with our wider leaders, and our developing leaders again 

online.  Things have to prepared and thought about in advance, which takes a lot 

longer.  At the same �me we believe it has been very frui]ul and we are certainly 

reaching wider on Sunday mornings.   

Personally, I (Claire) have found that the first couple of hours each day I have mostly 

managed to spend �me with God, reading and praying and listening to podcasts, I am 

blessed not having to home school children in this season.  We are geWng out for 

walks or a bike ride most days, the sunshine has certainly made the lockdown more 

pleasurable.  Like many, the days roll into the next, and the week rolls into the 

weekend and then it starts again....which can bring different emo�ons out.  Some 

days you can feel quite “empty”, is probably how I would describe it.  We are both so 

thankful for God, his faithfulness and his guidance in this season. 

Pastoral Care Coordinator - Janet Wright 

Much of life carries on as before, except that most pastoral 

conversa�ons are now online and that has taken some geWng 

used to, I s�ll really miss “chubby faces” as I commented to 

someone recently.  We’ve tried to make sure either through LifeGroups or through 

our connec�ons that everyone has some contact with someone else to cheer them 

on. Thank you to everyone who is helping someone through this �me. If you’d like a 

bit more contact do get in touch. 

My daily walk/cycle has taken on fresh importance as I have discovered lots of 

different paths and back roads around the place to vary my route, but that has meant 

I’ve passed many of your homes (or close to) and have prayed God’s blessing & 

presence over you and your neighbours as I go past.  I’ve also delivered cards, 

flowers, small giMs to people and have waved, sent hugs though the air and had 

conversa�ons over garden walls, across the road, in the park (at a safe distance) and 

through a window or two which is helping me to stay sane – maybe others too! 

VE Day was celebrated with aMernoon tea with neighbours (safely), provided by one 

of them.  We now know the names of so many more of them which is really great 

and we all said we’ll do something like this again. 

We’re really grateful for our garden that we’ve been making the most of and for the 

incredible weather that has helped us, like so many others, through these weeks. I’m 

also thankful for the charm of goldfinches who visit that I never �re of seeing and 

always make me grateful for serving such a crea�ve and generous God.   
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Senior Leader - Life on the Farm - Dave Ransome 

In some ways lockdown hasn’t been difficult for me as it coincided with lambing 

which is a �me when I have to step out of the ordinary rou�nes to tend to the sheep.  

However, having the family at home and a few extras who have joined us in 

lockdown it has been a busy household.  

Our veg box business has boomed during this �me, now 

delivering nearly 50 boxes a fortnight.  It has been good 

to meet a need in such a posi�ve way and  has been 

God’s blessing to us too.   

Coming out of lambing to a world so different has not 

been easy and now shearing has started we con�nue  to be very busy, so finding a 

good, healthy work/family life/church balance is my aim.  Learning some new 

technology to be able to join in with Zoom mee�ngs is a challenge but it’s good to be 

able to connect during this �me. 

We constantly thank God for providing for us and giving us the physical strength to 

do what we do and are praying that God keeps revealing his bigger purpose for the 

farm, especially in these changing �mes. 

Finance Officer - Becky Holmes 

For Finance, the end of March is year end and it is always one of the busier �mes of 

year. In some ways, because of lockdown and church services and ac�vi�es not 

happening in the usual way, the pressure has been slightly eased. Although with 

school and nursery closing and having both Jesse and Eli at home, it has meant more 

of a juggling act! 

Due to a pre-exis�ng medical condi�on and the medica�on I have to take, I have 

been told to self-isolate for a minimum of 12 weeks. So apart from the house and 

garden I will not be going anywhere un�l the end of June. It hasn’t been easy and I 

would love to go for a walk with Gareth and the boys! But, I am so thankful to God 

for the beau�ful weather we have had so far and I’ve definitely been trying to make 

the most of being in the garden. 

We are all trying to keep posi�ve and to see the ‘good’ in the current situa�on. We 

are really thankful to God that we are safe and well. I’m fortunate too that I normally 

work from home and so lots of the tasks I do have been business as usual.  

As a family we are praying that this unprecedented �me will be an opportunity of 

‘realisa�on’. Of realising what is important, what our priori�es are and what they 

should be. Of how we want to live life when we come through this and are ‘out the 

other side’. Of how we can make every second count in being the people that God 

has made us and called us to be.’ 



 

 

www.ashwoodchurch.org.uk 

In case you miss any of the information from Ashwood News or the 

weekly notices, then visit www.ashwoodchurch.org.uk  

All the information is either under Diary or Publications. 

Senior Leaders    Matt & Claire Bell  01623 237749 

General information   Janet Wright    01623 472849 
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furtherinformation 

For further information about any church activities, please speak to one of our 

welcome team or one of the people taking part in the meeting. Alternatively, feel free 

to make use of the following contact information:  

Regularactivities 

 Sunday Meetings 10.00am in the Ashwood Centre starting with coffee 

 Youth   Fortnightly on Sunday Evenings 

 LifeGroups  Sundays or Mondays at various locations  

 Prayer   7.30pm the first Wednesday each month 

     in the Ashwood Centre 

July & August information to Janet by Tuesday 30th June 2020 
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