January/February 2020
Happy New Year to all.
We look forward to discovering
together more of God’s love,
power, healing, peace, joy and
so much more as we journey
through this year and sharing
with those we meet some of
our stories.
Enjoy the read and as always
make sure you have your
diaries ready so you don’t miss
being part of what goes on.
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Ma ’s Message
Ma and Claire Bell are the senior leaders
of Ashwood church

Happy New Year and welcome to the ﬁrst
Ashwood News of the decade!!
If you’re new to Ashwood then we hope you’ve found a warm
welcome and are discovering that our desire, more than anything else is to help you
ﬁnd and follow Jesus! Not just the one in the manger (although that’s a wonderful
part of the story) but the one who came to live with us, so that he could die for us, so
that you and I could ﬁnd life both beyond the grave but also now in 2020.
If you were in our ﬁrst Sunday Mee0ng of the year – you will have seen me present
what I called the “12 Dates of an Ashwood Christmas”.
Essen0ally a celebra0on and a massive THANK YOU to the huge number of people
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who helped to make Christmas special for (probably!) hundreds more people in a
large variety of ways! We know that for many people Christmas is NOT the “most
wonderful 0me of the year” as the song says. And we hope that we were able to
provide some comfort, help and support to make things be(er for those who are
struggling. Of course, whether this Christmas you felt on top of the world or as if the
bo(om had fallen out of your world – the message of Christmas even in 2019/20
remains the same - It’s a message of Hope, Joy, Peace and Love. Our prayer as we
start this new year is that you are able to leave the Christmas season not with just
the cultural “hype of Christmas” but with the constant Hope of Christmas.
Emmanuel God with us, in the form of Jesus the Light into the dark world.
Just before we leave Christmas behind and put our Christmas Jumpers back in the
wardrobe (or for me my Christmas Jacket) I can’t fail to men0on our incredible, jaw
dropping Christmas Oﬀering total – £4456! (including giG Aid) WOW! WOW! WOW!
If 2019 was a year of Transforma0on – we certainly ended well being able to invest in
our 2 projects (locally and globally) so wonderfully. Lives will be changed and
transformed forever! Thank you to everyone who gave any amount! Let’s con0nue
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2019 was both a great year and a year of great challenges! (I realise that could be
true of most years) Celebra0ons and new life along with its share of pain, loss and
grief. We never expected or wanted to say “goodbye” to Coreen Brookes – who had
been part of our Ashwood family almost as long as anyone, but sadly we had to and
especially at Christmas 0me we missed her dearly. We also faced a number of
challenging health issues as church, including our own as a family, as Claire had an
opera0on followed by chemotherapy to remove some bowel cancer. Not our plan,
or our preference, but we chose to determine that whatever the outcome we would
put our faith and our trust in God – who always proves Himself faithful. Of course in
2020 we know there will s0ll be challenges – in fact Jesus told his followers “In this
world you will have trouble. BUT take heart! I have overcome the world.” (John 16) In
other words, the living in the world will bring you and cause you trouble BUT I’m
Bigger than the trouble, I’m Bigger than the challenge you face because I’ve
overcome and defeated it. If you are “in me” then you can beneﬁt from my
overcoming – you’re a winner too! It’s good news!!
As we step into a new year and a new decade it’s important to remember where our
conﬁdence is. I started my message on Sunday 5th with the words of Psalm 108:
“My heart is conﬁdent in you, O God; no wonder I can sing your praises with all my
heart!” or another transla0on says “My heart, O God, is steadfast;”. I love that! I
think some0mes our natural inclina0on is for our hearts to wander, to wobble and to
waver but it can be steadfast (with good choices and the help of the Holy Spirit)
because “God’s love is higher than the heavens and His faithfulness reaches to the
clouds.” (Ps 108 vs 4 paraphrased) God has proved Himself faithful and will con0nue
to be faithful.
We believe that 2020 will be a year of going Deeper and Wider. We will develop
what that means in the weeks and months ahead, but very simply we believe that
God is calling every one of us to go Deeper in a number of diﬀerent ways in our lives.
Deeper in our understanding, Deeper in our rela0onships, (with God and others)
Deeper in the Holy Spirit and much
more…. And as well as Deeper to
go Wider. Wider in our reach and
wider in our inﬂuence - sense of
enlargement and growing and an
expecta0on that we will see our
friends,
neighbours
and
community coming to a faith in
Jesus. Of course this will shape
our teaching, our thinking, our
prayers and also our ac0vi0es. We
want to create space in our
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LifeGroups to go deeper and we want to make space for each one of us to reach
wider. Deep and Wide is also the theme of our 2020 Mini-Conference in just a few
weeks 0me – (8/9 Feb) please book in straight away to help us plan and come ready
to press in to all that God has for us as church. Our Kids will have their own special
programme too. (see page xxxx for more Mini Conference details).
Finally, can I encourage you to consider if there is anyone in your rela0onal circles
who you could invite to come to Alpha. Over the Christmas season we invited many
people, and we hope that some of them will come. But we know that there is
nothing more powerful than a personal invita0on of a friend who wants to create an
opportunity for someone to ﬁnd Jesus. The course is excellent, we have a great team
and some great food but of course we would love it to be full of people. Would you
like to do it yourself? Who could you bring?
The start of a new year is a great 0me to re-evaluate the important things in our
lives. Let’s priori0se the things which will have eternal signiﬁcance and will help us
to go Deeper and Reach Wider for the sake of God’s Kingdom here on earth!! Amen!
Matt Bell, Senior Leader

#helpingpeopleﬁndandfollowJesus
#deepandwide2020

Child Dedica(ons – Sunday 26th January
We’re pleased to be dedica0ng Tobias Wright as part of our
Sunday mee0ng on January 26th. Child dedica0ons are an
opportunity for parents to thank God for the giG of children and
to make a declara0on that they want to give their children back to
God and bring them up in a godly way within the church family.
If you would like to have your child dedicated then please speak to Claire Bell or
Ma( Bell or Janet Wright to ﬁnd out more.

Bap(sm
We love it when people are bap0sed as a sign of what
God has done for them, but also a declara0on of living for
God. We believe bap0sm is an important part of our
journey of following Jesus. In fact it’s one of the things that Jesus told his disciples
to do, so we want to make it possible for people to do just that! We always take
people through a simple short session on what it means to be bap0sed.
If you’d like to ﬁnd out more about being bap0sed please speak to either your Life
Group Leaders, Youth Leader, Janet Wright or Ma(/Claire Bell. We’d love to answer
any ques0ons and arrange for you to be part of our next bap0sm Sunday.
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Ashwood LifeGroups
LifeGroups are a commi ed place in Ashwood where you
can get to know a group of people and do life together. It’s also a safe place where
we encourage one another to be followers of Jesus.
If you’d like to know more about LifeGroups or would like to join one speak to:
Janet Wright (Pastoral Coordinator) & Molly Bell our LifeGroup Co-ordinators.
Ashwood LifeGroups are situated in diﬀerent geographical loca)ons across the area.

LifeGroup Core Values:
These are the four core principles that are at the heart of what we want LifeGroups
to be:
WELCOME – LifeGroups will be inclusive and a really posi0ve place for everyone to
“do life” together.
RELATIONAL – LifeGroups will be a place of high commitment where people are
supported, through trus0ng, open and accountable posi0ve rela0onships.
GROWING – We believe that the Chris0an life will always include spiritual
development as we seek to become more like Jesus. LifeGroups will be a great place
to do this.
JESUS CENTRED – We want to be a community of people who know the truth of
Jesus and live by His Spirit. Prayer, sharing God’s word and exercising the giGs of the
Spirit are all part of keeping Jesus unashamedly at the centre of all we are about.

Going Deeper
January to March – In this season we are looking to create extra space as we explore
what it means to go “Deeper” in 2020. Our LifeGroups normally meet Bi-weekly but
for the next 3 months they will meet monthly to give extra focus on Alpha, Touching
Heaven but also building and growing rela0onships (Acts2) both within and outside
church. When we meet together we will eat, pray, take communion and also explore
together what God is saying to us. Let’s make sure that we priori0se the monthly
gatherings so we don’t miss out. LifeGroups will s0ll con0nue to be the ﬁrst place of
support and care within church.

Showbox Sunday—November 2019
We had a great Sunday mee0ng in November when we
gathered over 80 shoeboxes ﬁlled with small giGs - part of
Opera0on Christmas Child, taking the Good News of Jesus
to children around the world. Others donated to the
appeal so we were able to pay for every box. Brilliant.

Thank you to everyone who helped in some way.
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Ashwood MINI CONFERENCE
Deep and Wide - 8th & 9th February 2020
We can’t wait for our 2020 Mini-Conference at the start of February.
Paul and Perrianne Brownback are joining us, all the way from Texas to speak in our
adult programme. They will encourage us, challenge us and we believe speak
prophe0cally into where we are currently at as church. Were also excited to have a
team from Hope House Church (Barnsley) who are coming to run our kids
programme on the Saturday. They can’t wait to share some fun and games but
primarily come to help our kids grow in their faith and understanding of who they
are and who God is. Kids from the age of 3 to 13 are welcome to book in to the
Saturday Kids Programme. When you email to book into the mini conference please
add your children’s names and ages so we know exactly who will be coming. Thank
you.
There is a small charge towards the costs of the mini-conference but if this is an issue
for you then please explain this on your booking or speak to one of our leaders and
we will cover the cost for you! We don’t want anyone to miss out!
Don’t wait un)l the last minute to book in!
Please book in as soon as possible to help us plan everything ready for you!
admin@ashwoodchurch.org.uk
Matt Bell
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ONE Event 2020
Every year as part of our church connec0on with Ground Level
many of us either camp or travel over for the day to Lincoln
for the ONE Event. A celebra0on with over 6000 people
gathered for worship, teaching and equipping over the August
Bank Holiday Weekend.
To ﬁnd out more informa0on go to the website One-Event.org.uk.
There are diﬀerent ways to pay – including “Spread the Payment Scheme” and
discounts the earlier you book in. Some of us have already booked! Why not
consider joining us!
The next booking deadline with a discount from the Event Price is 31st March. Don’t
forget you can join the crew if you want to help and, depending on how much 0me
you give, you get a discount on the price.

THANK YOU - Pam & Garry Pilkington
For a number of years Pam and Garry have served the church
on our Discipleship and Care Team helping oversee parts of
our LifeGroups and also our welcome within church. They
also supported us as leaders as part of our Council of
Reference. During 2019 they felt it was 0me to step down
from both of these roles and responsibili0es. We’re grateful for their contribu0on
and their invaluable support to us as church but also to us personally. They con0nue
to worship and serve within church and we’re grateful to both of them.
Matt Bell on behalf of the Senior Leadership Team

Thank You
We just want to say a huge thank you to Ashwood Church
members and to Our Life Group who have helped us
enormously in our Spiritual journey. We felt quite lost
when we moved to the area, leaving behind a Church
family who we had been part of for 45 years. We are
feeling much more peaceful about our future now and not as lost. Slowly we are
gaining conﬁdence and love the amazing opportunity to worship our God with such
kind thoughSul people who have been like a rock for us helping us gently to cope
with the ba(les and blessing that we face from day to day.
In Christian Love Eric and Tricia Smith.
Page 8 Ashw

d ews

Alpha is coming….
Ashwood will again be running an Alpha course in the New Year. Alpha is a hugely
successful course that is designed to help people explore Chris0anity in a nonthreatening environment, with key elements of talks, discussion and of course food!
Let’s be praying over this, but especially for the people who will be on the course.
Perhaps you know family and friends that you can bring?
And of course, there are lots of opportuni0es to serve. To get involved speak to Dave
Ransome.
#Helping people ﬁnd and follow Jesus …….
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Prayer in Ashwood
Prayer underpins everything we do, personally
and as Ashwood Church, and is a priority for us
individually, with our friends, in LifeGroups and
when Ashwood meets together.

Touching Heaven
7.30-9.00pm—Wednesday 5th February & Wednesday 4th March
We believe that if we are to grow and thrive as individuals we have to create space
and welcome the input of the Holy Spirit in our lives. As a church we place great
value on God’s presence, and Touching Heaven is our monthly opportunity to be
together to welcome the presence of God into our lives.
When Jarrod Cooper was with us – he brought a prophe0c word from God which
included a phrase: “Let prayer be ignited by worship in this place” – this is at the
heart of our philosophy at Touching Heaven. We believe that as we arrive ready to
worship that it will ignite prayer in us. We believe that as a result we will be ﬁlled
with God’s power, passion and compassion to make a diﬀerence in our world.
In a year of going Deeper – we believe that Touching Heaven has a signiﬁcant part to
play for you personally but also us corporately. Let’s press in and see a
breakthrough. We know some0me people say “I didn’t feel like coming” But I came
and it was a great decision! Some0mes just turning up is part of the breakthrough!
Let’s do it for our sake but also the sake of the Kingdom!
We encourage everyone to make these evenings a priority. We want to be a
worshipping, praying, presence ﬁlled church.
Matt Bell

Coxmoor Prayer
For a long while now Dave and I have been dreaming of having a regular prayer
gathering at our house to grow prayer for Coxmoor and Kirkby. We are invi0ng
people who are part of churches around Kirkby, who live in the Coxmoor area or are
concerned about what is happening within the area.
So please consider that you are invited to come, as li(le or as oGen as you can. The
idea is that you can come for the full hour or drop in when you can for as long as you
can. We are gathering at our house every Thursday evening between 8.00pm and
9.00pm. Please let Dave or Chris0ne know you are coming in case there are weeks
when they can’t be there!
Please come and chat to us if you are interested, we will be happy to share our
thoughts and welcome you into our home.
Christine & Dave Redfern 07950 147509
Page 10 Ashw

d ews

New Home for Ashwood
We haven't a lot to report as we start 2020, as Christmas snuck in!
We are working behind the scenes on some funding and marke0ng strategies to
slowly promote the message of a new church and community facility. We are aware
that we as church call the project "A New Home for Ashwood" which it is, but we will
need a broader message to go out to the community. You will start to see in the next
few weeks some banners promo0ng the project and for
people to help with ﬁnancial dona0ons. We will have a
dedicated dona0on box on the wall in the centre, and
we will provide easy ways for people who use the
centre to invest in the new building through diﬀerent
funding op0ons.
We held our ﬁrst fundraising event in December - a
Christmas Fayre for the New Home for Ashwood. We
raised just over £500 which was fantas0c. We will be
looking at future fundraising opportuni0es.
 Please keep praying for "The New Home for Ashwood", it is so
important that we have God at the centre of all the prac0cal
things as well….God's hallmark and vision on the
plans. The team will be mee0ng again at the end of
the month to pray and pursue plans for the next
stage of the project.
Claire Bell (on behalf of the team)

Prayer Space
Over the last few months a small group of folks have been meeting for an hour or so
to pray. We are not experts but people who want to welcome God and into our
lives, the life of Ashwood and the life of our communities and hear more from him.
Our confidence is growing in hearing from God and in praying and we’ve got to know
each other a little better and had fun along the way. It’s a great place to be if you’d
like to grow in prayer, come and join us and see where God takes us as we put time
aside together to pray.
We next meet 9.15am – 10.30am on:Thursdays 23rd January & 27th February
Please note car parking will be limited, walk if you can!
Janet Wright
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The Jus(ce Group
The Ashwood Jus)ce Group meets quarterly to
encourage each other, discuss, campaign and pray for
jus)ce issues locally, na)onally and abroad.
Many people say to me, when thinking of issues of jus0ce, that they feel
overwhelmed or don’t feel par0cularly called or giGed in this area. It’s true that from
a young age God has placed many issues of jus0ce on my heart. One of my earliest
memories of this was at Grapevine (now ONE event), many years ago. Someone from
the Toybox charity came to speak at our children’s mee0ng. They talked about how
children were missing out on an educa0on simply because they didn’t have any
shoes. I felt something s0r within me that day and wanted to shout ‘IT’S NOT FAIR!’
So I set about organising a simple fundraiser running around our campsite. Looking
back I can see the incredible response of my Ashwood family in suppor0ng me in
this, whether it was running beside me or giving generously. You—my Ashwood
family—are a family of jus0ce, whether you feel it or not. You have whole-heartedly
supported us in our events, in prayer, in generosity of 0me and money. So as a group
we just want to say a big thank you!
We are quite simply a group of imperfect humans responding to the Holy Spirit and
the cry of ‘IT’S NOT FAIR’ in a world that has not yet been made perfect.
If you would like to join us to pray, organise or just help in anyway our next mee0ng
will be Wednesday 22nd January at 7.30pm (date amended from the monthly
newsle(er). Please speak to Zoe or Roanne for more informa0on.

Small acts, big changes.
Roanne Torr
(on behalf of the Justice Group)

Tearfund Tour
It was really exci0ng to have the
Tearfund Christmas Tour with us on 16th
December. It was an amazing night of
music. We were able to give above what
we expected to Tearfund from 0cket
sales (over 100 a(ended!) and the
church also made a £500 dona0on to
Tearfund from its external giving budget.
Thanks to all those who came along!
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FAIRTRADE FORTNIGHT 2020 IS COMING!
Monday 24th February—Monday 9th March
Calling all chocolate fans and ﬁghters for fairness! In 2020 we will con0nue our
mission to ensure that all farmers are paid fairly for their work and are able to earn a
living income, star0ng with cocoa farmers in West Africa. Did you know that £1.86 a
day is a living wage for a farmer in West Africa? Most farmers are only paid 74p a
day! That's slavery! And keeps them living below the poverty line. Come on you
chocolate lovers it's 0me for Transformed Living!
From Monday 24th February to Sunday 8th March 2020 thousands of individuals,
companies and groups across the UK will come together to share the stories of the
people who grow our food and drinks and who grow the co(on in our clothes,
people who are oGen exploited and underpaid. In raising awareness we hope to
increase sales of Fairtrade goods to beneﬁt the producers with a fair price for their
work and products. The focus of this year’s Fairtrade Fortnight is chocolate, in
par0cular the impact on cocoa farmers , especially women.

It Could Support Your Mind and Mood
“Chocolate helps regulate the feel-good hormone serotonin and dopamine,
and can liG mood,” Msora-Kasago says. Researchers link cocoa to improved a(en0on,
processing speed, and memory. A lethal dosage of chocolate for a human being is
about 22lb (or 40 bars of Dairy Milk). On the other hand, one Smar0e would be
enough to kill a robin! [probably because it gets stuck in their throat]. Experts say
that ea0ng 30-60g of dark chocolate/day can be good for you as part of a healthy
diet for most people.
Dave and Christine Redfern
Keep your eyes peeled for more informa0on on
Fairtrade events/ideas from the Jus0ce Group…
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Rice Challenge 2019
Back in October we set about suppor0ng the charity JTS
in their ‘Rice Challenge’ mission—selling 90kg of rice to
send a child in Malawi to secondary school for a whole
year. A huge thank you to everyone who bought a bag or
two! Some people even told me they didn’t really like
rice but bought some anyway and then came back for
more! The grand total was £334.65! Which is over the
amount we needed to fund a child’s educa0on, so once
again a huge thank you to everyone who bought rice or donated.

Terracycle update
I’m sure many of us are aware of the eﬀects plas0c has on
the environment, it has been especially highlighted over
recent years. When forming the Jus0ce Group and it’s role
within Church, we decided to focus on three areas, one of
them being the environment. With this in mind we began
collec0ng certain items on the ﬁrst Sunday of the month which are then taken to a
Terracycle centre.
Unfortunately, there are a few items that we are no longer able to take including
baby food pouches, pet food pouches and Pringle tubes. The items we are s0ll able
to collect are:
Crisp packets
Sweet wrappers
Biscuit/cracker
wrappers
Please make sure you
separate the items into
the correct boxes.

The next collec(on will be Sunday 2nd February.
Roanne Torr

Jus(ce Prayer Emails—coming soon
If you are interested in receiving monthly emails
about prayer for jus0ce issues around the
world please contact Roanne Torr
roanne@ashwoodchurch.org.uk
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18-30’s Group
As I reﬂect on the past year, I can be grateful for being
part of Ashwood Church and to be part of a great group
of people that make up the 18 to 30’s. It is interes0ng to
see how things change and now that a number of us are
ge]ng slightly older the 30 age quickly came with an “s”.
It has been great to see how everyone is serving in
various ways. We are also really pleased to have
welcomed some new people into the group, and I hope they too are glad to be a part
of it. I love that so many diﬀerent life stages make up our group, from parents to
university students.
Last year saw a revision to the vision for the 18-30’s. The new vision is for “everyone
to have a safe place to call home,” and part of this vision for us was that “God sets
the lonely in families.” Therefore, we started a bible series on “Home” and
con0nued to meet together for breakfasts and games, all part of forging a strong
family. Of course, the purpose is not to be isolated and the 18-30’s events are
planned so as to not be too frequent, allowing as much 0me as possible to be part of
the wider family of church and to share God’s love in the world.
I am grateful for all of the ways the 18-30’s serve, whether that be
on visuals or serving with the kids within Ashwood or outside of this
with Safe families for example. I hope this next year will be full of
surprises and that many may come to Ashwood ﬁnding a way home,
principally to God, but also within the family of believers.
Dom Torr

Dan Hargreaves
At our last Transformed Worship Night of 2019 Dan Hargreaves
joined us and talked about Living in the Prac0cal. He talked about
our Chris0an faith not being just some in theory but makes us
prac0cal people, being a blessing in inconvenient places.
How can you live a life of prac(cality?
 Have a desire for his Kingdom and for a move of God.
 Have a “Can Do” a]tude—remembering, I can do all things through Christ who
strengthens me.
 Take everyday opportuni0es to share the love of God, to talk about our faith.
We are the revival. We are the church. We are the gold in the room.
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Around Ashwood
The CraJers
A group of ladies meet together about once a month to knit,
crochet, chat and share together and would love to welcome
you if you’d like to join us either to craG with us or come along and learn a new skill.
The 'Stash Busters' or craG group as we are also known were really pleased to take
part in the Ashwood Christmas Fayre, there was a great mix of contributors to the
stall, including some people who are not regularly part of the group. The group is
open to everyone who is interested in making things. It doesn't ma(er if you are
skilled or not there will always be someone who can help you. We craG, chat, share
stories, have a giggle and build up friendships whilst we are together.
We meet on Fridays 7.30pm, this term we’ll meet on:

Friday 24th January 21st February

20th March 24th April

Please come and have a chat with me if you want to know more,
Thanks, Christine Redfern

Ashwood Movie Night
Wednesday 22nd January, we are planning an Ashwood trip to The
Odeon, Mansﬁeld. The movie we are going to watch is called “1917”.
I chose this movie for a few reasons: It has been shot in a unique way:
It is a story based on WWI (obv's) and just focuses on the 2 main
characters following them through the movie, their experiences and thoughts/
feelings while on a special mission in the trenches. I expect it to be quite graphic and
harrowing in parts – not for everyone but there are a few who want to see it. As it’s a
Wednesday showing we can all get half-price 0ckets.
For more informa0on contact Vic. You don’t need to book just turn up, but might be
useful if you want to sit together to let Vic know.
Victor Croll 07496 889904

Ashwood Men’s Events
We are planning on have a Men’s Curry night Thursday 13th February at
Wetherspoons, The Regent. Time 7.30pm. I will have to reserve tables so can people
to contact me by Sunday 10th February so I can reserve seats, this really helps
Wetherspoons. Thanks
I am always encouraged by how many a(endee's we have had at these meets and I
always encourage Ashwood member to invite a friend if they wish: all are welcome!
Victor Croll 07496 889904
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Good News When Facing Cancer
My 45-years old niece was diagnosed with 2 cancers a couple of weeks ago. I felt the
Lord was leading me to publish a booklet wri(en especially for her: "GOOD NEWS
when facing CANCER". It will be a presenta0on of the good news of the Gospel and
how much God loves and cares for us and has given his Son to redeem us - all in
language and in pictures for where my niece is at (she has no faith or interest in
God). Please pray for guidance and wisdom in the prepara0on and publica0on of this
booklet which I believe will be widely used by Chris0ans sharing their faith with close
friends and family members in a similar situa0on to my niece. I hope to get it
published by end-February and free copies will be available to church members.
Allan Horsfield

Ashwood Cleaning Team—needs you!
Please give a big shout out to the Ashwood Cleaning team! A small
group of people who work behind the scenes when few people see
then to make sure the Ashwood Centre is clean and ready for all our
users.
A number of this team have had to step out of the team, so we would love to
strengthen the team. It requires 1 - 1½ hours every couple of months, if there are
two of you that would be even be(er. If you are available to come and help then
please speak to Janet. Many thanks.

Astonished—Men’s conference
@ Alive Church, Lincoln
Friday 27th & Saturday 28th
March
We are excited to bring men together
from all backgrounds to worship &
sharpen their faith. The conference will be
full of fun, faith, food, free 0me, seminars
& worship and is designed to gather and
inspire men to live out their best life for
God, to be Astonished with what He is
doing.
More details coming soon, but costs are@
full conference £20, concessions £12,
Friday £8, Saturday £12.
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Welcome to the Shaw Family
Hi we are the Shaw family! Andy, Amy, Naomi (aka Nay)
(13),Phoebe (12) and Bella (10), we have been a(ending a
church in Huthwaite for 14 years. Recently we felt God really
calling us into a new season, we bought a house in Su(on In
Ashﬁeld and decided that we needed to ﬁnd a new place of worship. AGer looking
around churches for 6 months we decided to move to Ashwood. It is important to us
as a family to establish a ﬁrm founda0on and grounding. The girls absolutely loved
the youth so they had a big input into our decision.
Throughout our journey together we have had many highs and lows one, being the
loss of our daughter Lily, which has shaped us as a family and encouraged us with
what we feel God is calling us to.
Amy is very passionate about the lost and helps out regularly in Loughborough at a
soup kitchen where she leads worship.
We as a family have a big heart for people in addic0on and homelessness. For the
last 3 years we have held a Christmas dinner on Christmas day which has been really
amazing, seeing seeds planted and sharing Gods love with people who oGen get
ignored by society.
Andy is really passionate about men's ministry and works with Chris0an Vision for
Men (CVM).
Naomi is a compe00ve Ice skater and competes all over the country.
Phoebe is a gymnast who also competes all over the country represen0ng the
Midlands in the tumbling squad.
And Bella has just started her ice ska0ng journey where she skates as part of the
inclusive ska0ng programme which helps children with addi0onal needs.
At the moment we feel a real need to be together as a family as our ministries have
taken us all over the place. It's really lovely to rest in God's presence and the way
God had spoken to us since we have joined Ashwood had been incredible.
We are more than comfortable talking to anyone and are very open to ques0ons.
"Iron sharpens iron, as one man sharpens another."
Proverbs 27:17
Feel free to grab us at coﬀee 0me.
Andy, Amy, Naomi, Phoebe and Bella
xxx
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News from Africa—Cyclone Relief Follow Up
In April of 2019 one of southern Africa’s worst cyclones hit Mozambique, Malawi and
Zimbabwe, causing destruc0on to many livelihoods and loss of life. Some of Links
Interna0onal’s partner organisa0ons work with some of the communi0es who were
impacted by the storm. I went with FESDOEV to see how the Links’ emergency relief
appeal funds had helped some of those aﬀected. Here’s a few bits from that visit:
Photo Right: This is one family in Marka Village who were given
a water ﬁlter to curb the spread of cholera aGer the Cyclone hit.
In this community 40 water ﬁlters were given out our Malawian
partner FESODEV, which now serve over a hundred households
with accessible clean water. No cases of cholera or much
diarrhoea was reported in December 2019 by this community.
Photo leJ: This is Chief
Chikuse explaining to the
community how FESODEV is only one of two
organisa0ons that has followed up on their
community since Cyclone Idai hit in April 2019.
He thanked FESODEV and Links for the
emergency food and the seeds provided to help
with their immediate needs aGer a whole year’s
crops and many homes were washed away.
Photo right: I met one par0cular household, “In April, we were
saddened by the story of this frail 90+ year old man who had
completely lost his home to the ﬂooding. He was one of the
many resilient people we met with our partners FESODEV. It
was amazing to see him and view his new home that had been
built by his own church community.”
Photo below: Like many of our partner organisa0ons, FESODEV,
is concerned with reaching the vulnerable and oGen most
forgo(en communi0es. This is John and Annie Chirwa listening to the people of
Marka Village, who are right at the end of the road in the southern 0p of Malawi. An
area oGen hit by both ﬂooding and drought. It was so encouraging to hear many
families expressing their thanks for seeds
provided through FESODEV aGer Cyclone Idai hit;
seeds that helped feed whole families with crops
for 1 to 3 months in their 0me of need.
Sam Walker, African Region
Coordinator, Links International
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The Next
Friday Night
Takeaway
for children in
Years 1-6 is:
Friday 24th
January
Don’t miss it!

Training by Fron(er Youth Trust
Tuesday 11th February 7.00pm
The whole youth team (Thursday night team, detached team and youth core team)
will be having some training in February facilitated by Fron0er Youth Trust to help
us think through how we link our community youth work and our church youth
work more eﬀec0vely.
 Please pray for crea0ve ideas and for the teams as they come together. It’s
really encouraging to see rela0onships grow with many young people.
Zoe Bell

Ground Level's Training Day for Children’s Leaders
Saturday 29th February 2020
Calling all children’s leaders! Ground Level is
excited to announce it's next PRICELESS
event. This is an event speciﬁcally designed
to equip leaders in children’s ministry to see
their ministry grow and impact the younger
demographic.
If you’re involved, or interested in becoming involved in children’s ministry, this is
an event for you!
We have guest speaker Mark Arnold who is the Addi0onal Needs Ministry Director
at the Chris0an children’s and youth organisa0on Urban Saints and is Co-Founder of
the Addi0onal Needs Alliance, a vibrant and fast-growing online community.
 The day costs only £5 with refreshments but you need to provide your own
lunch.
 It’s a City Church, Grimsby with plenty of free parking.
Book in now at www.groundlevel.org.uk/events/priceless
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Youth in Ashwood
We have a great team of volunteers who help our
young people grow in God and build a strong
founda)on in their faith ready to move out into the
world.
We have decided to move the youth mee0ngs on a
Sunday evening to once every fortnight un0l aGer the Easter half term as we have a
smaller team at the moment and this gives us the 0me and energy to make the
sessions good and focused.
The evenings will run from 6.00pm-8.00pm & we will be doing a series on
“TRANSFORMED LIVING“ with both age groups.
As a team we are excited for the next season with all of our young people & feel like
this is a natural transi0on from what has been happening across main church of the
later months of 2019.
Many Thanks, Richard Reason
(richardreason50@yahoo.co.uk)

Youth Dates: January- Easter 6.00pm-8.00pm:
Transformed Living
Sunday 12th January &

Sunday 26th January

Sunday 9th February &

Sunday 23rd February

Sunday 8th March

6-7pm followed by
Transformed Worship Night

Sunday 22nd March

&

Sunday 5th April

Thursday Night Youth
Beth Hamilton-Wright has kindly agreed to step to lead the Thursday Night youth
sessions un0l Easter. The youth team have released her from Sunday evening youth
to enable her to do this. This will mean we can carry on with this group while we look
to recruit a new youth worker, so we are massively grateful to her and the rest of the
team.
 Please pray for this group as many are star0ng to show some interest in faith,
especially since the HOPE tour. Some have come along to the ﬁlm night and
even on Sunday mornings.
 Pray for great conversa0ons and God to be present.
Please speak to Beth if you are able to help out on Thursday nights.
Zoe Bell
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Children in Ashwood
Ashwood Church has always had a great bunch of children who
are really important to us. Most Sunday mornings the children
a;er worshipping together go to their zones where they enjoying
discovering more about Jesus as well as having fun. Esther
Ransome leads our Zones Team.
The winter days may be more grey and dreary than not but the new programme for
zones is en0rely opposite. The children can look forward to a bright
and
wonderful
0me each Sunday morning as we delve into the Bible, develop our
rela0onship with God and enjoy fun 0mes with friends.
Children in Mini-zone will be following a series 0tled ‘Bible Characters’.
 This series looks at the lives of some of the more signiﬁcant people in the
Bible, revealing their stories, what God did in and through them and
where they ﬁt in the bigger picture of the Biblical narra0ve.
Children in Kid-zone, Y-zone and O-zone will be following a series 0tled,
‘Experiencing God in the Psalms’. This tackles the ques0ons:
 What can we learn about God and ourselves from reading and engaging
with the Psalms?
 Are they just the hymn book of their day or is there greater richness to be
uncovered?
As Ashwood begins to dig into deeper/richer encounters with God and
others and explore a wider vision God wants to give us for our life purpose,
and for those around us and the rest of the world, I want to give each child
in zones a metaphorical spade. This spade is full of hope and expecta(on. As we
consistently seek (dig into) God with hope, we can expect to discover rich and
wonderful
treasures and a bright
future. In other words, our faith urges us to
seek and pursue more of God and His Kingdom, to go deeper and wider, and this
blesses us with abundant riches and rewards (see Hebrews 11:6).
We do not want our children to miss out on these hidden treasures God has in store
for them (Isaiah 45:3) so we, as leaders, dedicate ourselves in the teaching and
discipleship of these precious lives so they learn to fear the Lord, seeking Him ﬁrst
and loving Him with all their heart , soul, strength and mind.
Thank you for your prayers for the zones team and the children...maybe the above
can be the star0ng block for your prayers for us in 2020?
Esther Ransome
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Safeguarding Informa(on
This is a polite reminder that all children are
the responsibility of their parent or carer
whenever they are not in zones. AGer you
have collected your child(ren) from zones please ensure you know where they are so
they can be kept safe.
Please note that going forward the soG play room will be locked immediately aGer
mini zone has ﬁnished, so children will not be able to use this area. This is again to
keep children safe, as this is not a room that should be used without adult presence.
Thank you so much for your understanding on this ma(er.
Any questions please speak to Zoe Bell, Safeguarding Officer
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Ashwood in the
Community
Foodbank
Thank you so much to everyone
who donated over the Christmas
period, we have totally stocked
the cupboards, were able to give
out extra at Christmas including 22 great hampers, we really appreciate your
generosity and con0nuous support. A MASSIVE THANK YOU.
Also a great big thank you to all the wonderful volunteers who make it run each
week, it couldn’t happen without you all and for this I am so grateful. We have a
wonderful team and I appreciate every single one of you x
 If you are interested in helping at the foodbank please do not hesitate to come
and speak with me about it, we always have room for more!
Foodbank is always pre(y busy! We literally have lots of new people every single
week.
Just this week we had a gentleman who comes who is currently undergoing
chemotherapy so is oﬀ from work at the moment leaving him with no money, he was
cha]ng to one of the volunteers, when he got up to go he said this is the highlight of
my week this is! So I encouraged him to come to the café on Monday and he said he
deﬁnitely would…. Great!
Also a young mum came with a friend, I no0ced her outside the door at ﬁrst and she
was crying as was the friend, I went out to them to see if they were ok. They said
“Yes, we are just having an emo0onal moment.” When they came in and sat at the
desk she said she was so upset that she had to come here and the friend then got
upset because she was unable to help her in any way ﬁnancially. The girl had become
so low over the situa0on she had just been to the doctors for depression. I had a
good chat with her, she then sat and had a cup of tea and spoke to some people on
her table. When she leG she said thank you so much you have literally saved my life.
We literally have so many people with so many diﬀerent circumstances and
situa0ons that have brought them to foodbank, no 2 weeks are ever the same.
 Please con0nue to pray for the foodbank and all that walk In through the doors.
We always oﬀer to pray with them where
we see the opportunity.
Un0l next 0me
Louise Webber
Foodbank coordinator.
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Café 22
Monday mornings 9.30 -12pm Café 22 at the Ashwood
Centre is the place to be!!!
The café has such a lovely atmosphere and is being
thoroughly enjoyed by everyone that comes.
We have wonderful home-made cakes every week
which have literally put us on the map! Its one of the reasons
some people come.
Whatever it is that brings them to us then that’s ﬁne with me but the cake is
deﬁnitely a highlight, along with the wonderful service and of course our wonderful
volunteers who do a great job each week. We have had some new people join the
team which is great.
In April it will have been running for a year, WOW how fast has that 0me gone, and it
has been amazing. I would like to introduce some new ideas to it this year so watch
this space. We will be running on a Monday in most of the school holidays so that
may give a bit more opportunity for some of you to pop down. We wouldn’t want
you to miss out!
We would love to see you there.
Louise Webber

COMING SOON…….
Family Breakfast, everyone invited – Thursday 20th February 9.30am
Weatherspoons, Kirkby. Please let Louise know Asap if you would like to come as
tables have to be booked in advance. (I would rather book to many than not enough)

QUIZ NIGHT: Date to be conﬁrmed – MARCH
LADIES BREAKFAST: Date to be conﬁrmed - MARCH
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God is working, even when we don’t
see it
The following was recently told to me as the true story of Robert
Ma hews a Chris)an from Norfolk Virginia and I found it encouraging.
In 2001 Robert and his wife discovered that they were expec0ng their ﬁrst baby. His
wife wanted to share her joy with her sister in California and a ﬂight was duly
booked.
As they travelled to the airport they prayed for a safe journey. No sooner had Robert
said “Amen” than there was a loud bang and the car shuddered uncontrollably – they
had experienced a blow-out. Robert changed the tyre as quickly as he could but his
wife missed her ﬂight.
Bi(erly disappointed they returned home intending to book another trip.
Later that day Roberts father, Jake, a former FDNY oﬃcer who had not accepted
Christ into his life, called asking the number of the ﬂight. Robert explained that his
wife had missed the ﬂight but the conversa0on con0nued and soon Robert was fully
appraised of the horrors of 9/11 and the fact that his wife's ﬂight had just been ﬂown
into the Southern Tower.
Jake informed Robert that he was coming out of re0rement to help in the aGermath
Robert saw this as an unnecessary risk and pleaded with his father not to go
although he knew his father could not be stopped once his mind was made up.
Just before he hung up Jake instructed Robert to "look aGer his grandson." They
were the last words to pass between the two men.
Robert’s faith was severely tested by events of that day. He was angry and upset.
Angry at God for allowing this to happen, angry at Jake for coming out of re0rement
into the hell that was to kill him, angry at Jake for not accep0ng Jesus thus risking his
eternal well-being, and angry at himself for not doing more to stop Jake helping that
day or more to introduce Jesus into Jakes life and disappointed and deﬂated by all
that had happened. This anger festered for almost two years changing Robert’s
personality.
Then one evening, when Robert and his wife were at home with their young son,
there was a knock on the door and looking at his wife Robert could see that she was
not expec0ng a caller.
Robert answered the door to ﬁnd a couple standing there with their young child.
“Are you the son of Jacob Ma(hews?” the man asked to which Robert answered
“yes.” The man con0nued as he gave Robert a warm hug “I never knew your father
but it is my absolute privilege to meet his son. This is my wife she was working in the
world trade centre when the towers fell. She was trapped in the rubble frightened
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and pregnant, your father rescued her and this is our son Jacob Ma(hew who was
born aGerwards.” The conversa0on con0nued and soon Robert discovered that the
woman in front of him had in a few moments with his father achieved something
that Robert could not do in a whole life0me and introduced Jesus into the life of the
late Jake Ma(hews.
Robert was ﬁnally freed from the burden he had carried for almost two years and his
personality changed once more.
We may not always be the tool that the Lord chooses for a task however much we
might want to be. But rest assured always that the Lords work will be done and our
life enriched.

That is Love
I wrote the following poem the day before hearing this
story, I added the third line a;er hearing it.
To put your whole life on hold to look after a friend
who has fallen ill – that is love
To push an invalid in a wheelchair up a long, steep hill so they can admire the view
- that is love
To return to a job you have left purely to help others risking your life in the
process - that is love
To rush from cover and dash under ﬁre to help a wounded comrade – that is love
To be there to inspire and comfort a friend when that friend rejects you – that is
love
To protect an infant with your own body saving them from harm – that is love
To skip a greatly anticipated event in favour of being there for someone who
needs you– that is love
To take 39 lashes for others knowing it will not make a jot of diﬀerence to your
fate – that is love
But to be nailed to a cross for hour upon hour, taunted by those who once
worshipped you,
when you have never been taunted before, to be speared by those sent to guard
you and to beg for their forgiveness so that they and all mankind will have the
opportunity of eternal life – That is perfect love
and to send your only begotten son to complete such a task knowing how hard he
would ﬁnd it – that is the love that passes all understanding.
Tony Cartwright
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Ashwood Oﬀerings
We want to say a big, big thank you to each of you who either,
puts some money in our oﬀering on a Sunday morning or have
money sent direct to the church bank account. Whether large or
small amounts each pound helps Ashwood Church to func)on and enables us to
bless over people and organisa)ons during the year.

November 2019

Total
Oﬀerings
£17,581

December 2019

£10,783

Month

£9,605

Development
Fund
£7,601

£9,303

£1,105*

Oﬀerings

Building Fund
£375
£375

*£1,105 in the Development Fund in December includes money raised so far for the
NHFA from the Christmas Fayre
The Christmas Oﬀering, (including the expected GiG Aid reclaim) is £4,588.49.
If you would like to send your gi; direct or if you are a tax payer and would like
to know more about gi; aid do talk to Becky Holmes (ﬁnance)
becky@ashwoodchurch.org.uk or one of the trustees:
Elaine Torr, Simon Wright, Gaye Locke or Elaine Townsend.

Transformed Living:
Bob Goody quoted Michael
Ca( when he spoke on “This
is How I Fight my Ba(les”

Page 28 Ashw

d ews

Sunday Messages
The best way to get hold of our Sunday messages is the podcast on
the church website. But here’s a reminder of what has been
preached over the last few weeks:
Sunday 10th November
AM—Transformed Living: This is how I ﬁght my Ba les - Bob
Goody
Transformed Worship Night: Living in the Prac(cal – Dan
Hargreaves 1
th
Sunday 17 November
Transformed Living: The Armour of God – Zoe Bell
Sunday 24th November
Transformed Living: Oﬀence Take it or Leave it – Dave Ransome
Sunday 1st December
Keep Holding On - Roger Bretherton 2
Sunday 8th December
The Wonder of Christmas – Ma Bell
Sunday 15th December
Christmas – Bob Goody 3
Sunday 22nd December: Ashwood Chris(ngle - no podcast
Christmas Day
The Hinge – Molly Bell 4
Sunday 29th December:
No podcast as Ashwood enjoyed breakfast baps and a walk!
Sunday 5th January
12 Days of Christmas and more – Ma Bell 6
Photos: Some of our preachers & some of our young people 5 7 8
6

7
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Ashwood Calendar
Regular Mee(ngs:
Sunday Morning:

Ashwood meets in the Ashwood Centre star0ng at 10.00am
for refreshments, mee0ng starts at 10.30am
Touching Heaven Gathering: 7.30 – 9.00pm usually 1st Wednesday in the month
Coxmoor Prayer:
Thursday’s 8.00pm—9.00pm Dave & Chris0ne Redfern’s
Ashwood Youth:
Sunday’s Fortnightly 6.00pm—7.30pm @ Ashwood Centre
LifeGroups meet fortnightly on Sunday or Monday evenings. If you would like to be a
part of a LifeGroup please speak to one of our LifeGroup coordinators: Molly Bell or
Janet Wright

Ashwood in the Community: all at the Ashwood Centre
Tuesdays
2.00pm-3.00pm
Foodbank:
Seesaw (toddlers):
Tuesdays and Fridays Term 0me only 9.30am – 11.15am
Toddlerobics (0-5’s): Monday term 0me only
2.00-3.00pm
Youth Club (year 6 – 11’s): Thursdays 6.00pm – 7.30pm @ AC (Drop In)
Café 22:
Mondays except Bank Holidays 9.30am – 12pm @ AC

Ashwood in January
Wednesday 8th January
Sunday 12th January
Tuesday 14th January
Tuesday 21st January
Wednesday 22nd January
Thursday 23rd January
Friday 24th January

7.30-9.00pm
Touching Heaven
6.00pm – 8.00pm
Youth @ AC
7.30-9.00pm
Freedom in Christ Celebra0on
7.00-9.00pm
Alpha Launch Night
7.30-8.30pm
Jus0ce Group Mee0ng (note change)
Ashwood Movie Night see page 16
9.15am
Prayer Space @ AC
6.00-7.30pm Friday Night Takeaway
7.30pm
CraG Group @ 44 Beacon Drive
Sunday 26th January 10.00am
Child Dedica(on Sunday
6.00pm – 8.00pm
Youth @ AC
Tuesday 28th January 7.00pm
Alpha course con0nues
Wednesday 29th January
7.45pm
Worship Team
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Ashwood in February
Tuesdays
Saturday 1st February
Sunday 2nd February
Wednesday 5th February
Saturday 8th February

7.00pm
Alpha course each week
7.30pm
Leadership Event with Duane White
10.00am
Kris White guest speaker
7.30pm-9.00pm Touching Heaven
2.45pm-7.45pm Ashwood Church Mini Conference
Sessions 1 & 2
th
Sunday 9 February
10.00am
Ashwood Mini Conference Session 3
6.00pm – 8.00pm
Youth @ AC
th
Tuesday 11 February
7.00pm
Youth Training with John Wheatley from
Streetspace
Wednesday 12th February 7.45pm
Worship Team
th
Thursday 13 February
7.30pm
Men’s Curry Night please let Vic know if
you are coming by Sunday 10th if possible
Thursday 20th February
9.30am
Family Breakfast @ Wetherspoons
Friday 21st February
7.30pm
CraG Group @ 44 Beacon Drive
Sunday 23rd February
12.45pm
Lunch with Leaders (aGer morning
mee0ng)
6.00pm – 8.00pm
Youth @ AC
th
Thursday 27 February
9.15am
Prayer Space @ AC
Saturday 29th February
10.00am-4.00pm Priceless— Training Day for Children’s
Workers at City Church, Grimsby

Ashwood in March
Wednesday 4th March
Sunday 8th March

7.30pm-9.00pm Touching Heaven
6.00pm-7.00pm Youth followed by ...
7.00pm
Transformed Worship Night
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furtherinformation
For further information about any church activities, please speak to one of our
welcome team or one of the people taking part in the meeting. Alternatively, feel free
to make use of the following contact information:
Senior Leaders
Matt & Claire Bell
01623 237749
General information
Janet Wright
01623 472849
Associate Leader
Molly Bell
01623 401450
Administrator
Roanne Walker
01623 758974
Youth Work
Richard Reason
07852 915270
Community Coordinator
Louise Webber
07414 476975
Finance
Becky Holmes
becky@ashwoodchurch.org.uk
LifeGroups
Molly Bell
01623 401450
and
Janet Wright
01623 472849
Ashwood Centre
Claire Bell
01623 758974
Church email
Church website
Facebook

info@ashwoodchurch.org.uk
www.ashwoodchurch.org.uk
ashwood church page

www.ashwoodchurch.org.uk
In case you miss any of the information from Ashwood News or the
weekly
notices,
then
visit
www.ashwoodchurch.org.uk
All the information is either under Diary or Publications.

regularactivities
Sunday Meetings 10.00am in the Ashwood Centre starting with coffee
Youth

6.00pm Fortnightly on Sunday Evenings

LifeGroups

Sundays or Mondays at various locations

Prayer

7.30pm the first Wednesday each month
in the Ashwood Centre

March and April information to Janet by Tuesday 3rd March 2020
Ashwood Church a company limited by guarantee  Company registered in England & Wales Number 6946764
Registered Charity Number 1134945  Registered Address: 41 Crocus Street, Kirkby-in-Ashfield, Nottingham, NG17 7DY

