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Hello Ashwood News Readers!  Welcome to our Sept / October edition of our 
Ashwood News!  We will look back over the last couple of months as well as 
look ahead to things coming up in the life of the church.  If youôre new to us, we 
hope you can find what youôre looking for.  Feel free to contact us, if we can help 
you further.  Thanks for reading! 

It's September and we're back!  
Whether you've been away or stayed 
at home ï we hope you've had some 
time to rest over the rather warm 
summer that we've experienced.  For 
all the football fans ï it was another 
story of "so close" at the football world 
cup! (For England!) Although lots of 
stories of footballers from different 
nations / teams pausing before or after 
the games to honour Jesus and even 
pray together!  I loved that! 

In Ashwood 
we take the 
opportunity 
during 
August to 
take a break 
from some 
of our 
regular 
gatherings ï 
ready to 
come back 
refreshed in 
September!  
Instead, we 
enjoyed a BBQ and also a picnic ï 

getting to hang out with lots of different 
people and enjoy simply being 
together!  There's so many wonderful 
people in Ashwood ï there isn't 
enough time to meet and greet 
everyone ï but it's fun to try!  

During August it 
was our delight 
to welcome our 
friends Annie 
and Francis 
Mkandawire all 
the way from 
Malawi! Annie 
encouraged us 
with a long list of 
projects where 
our investment 
over the years has provided 
sustainable, life changing opportunities 
for some of the financially poorest 
people in Africa.  Francis spoke as part 
of our series on being "Planted in the 
church and Rooted in Christ."  We love 
our ongoing partnership with Annie 
and Francis, and look forward to 
sending another team from the church, 
possibly April next year. 
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Back in July, we finished our "Healthy 
Courses" that ran during our 
"LifeGroup Meeting Pause".  We're 
grateful for the feedback we received 
from many people, letting us know that 
the courses had helped people: grow 
understanding, feel more confident in 
their faith, feel better equipped in their 
relationships and developed their 
relationship with God.  (Read some of 
the feedback later in this issue.) 

The weather provided some challenges 
for Awaken 2026!  Several tents and 
awnings were "disrupted" during the 
setup! And a thunderstorm meant that 
the Big Top had to be evacuated on the 
Sunday evening ï to make sure 
everyone was safe from lightning! It 
wasn't ideal ï but we still enjoyed an 
excellent weekend, worshipping 
together, eating together and learning 
together.  It was great to have some 
people 
join us 
for the 
day on 
Sunday 
too!  

Someone in our church, told me "My 
child told me that he had never felt so 
close to God!" I love that! Bookings are 
open now for Awaken 2027! Why not 
consider joining us!  

As we move into the Autumn, we have 
a number of important events and 
activities in the life of the church that 
we're hoping everyone can get on 
board with! 

"Small Group Relaunch" ï In July we 
shared our refreshed vision of the 
importance of our Ashwood Small 
Groups in the life of the church. As the 
church continues to grow, our Small 
Groups become an even more 
important place for everyone to: Grow 
Spiritually, Remain Planted, Connect 
with others and become more like 
Jesus.  The Christian life was never 
intended to be lived in isolation, we are 
formed and transformed as we live, 
pray, laugh, cry and learn together.  
(Read more about the relaunch later in 
this issue.) 

The BIG GIVE Weekend ï 2-4 
October ï We continue to increase our 
efforts towards raising the necessary 
funds that we need in order to move 
our building project forward.  Hopefully 
you have already heard all about our 
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BIG GIVE weekend, where we intend 
to raise the profile in our wider circles, 
as well as within the community of 
different people who use the Ashwood 
Centre.  Please check out all the 
details for all the events across the 
weekend, and book in nice and early to 
help us with the planning.  We hope to 
sell out for both of the "Community 
Choir Concerts" so don't wait too long 
to get your tickets otherwise you might 
miss out!  And please prayerfully 
consider what you could give into our 
Vision Offering on Sunday 4

th
 October. 

We need God to provide 
supernaturally, but we also recognise 
our part in bringing our offering so He 
can multiply and go above and beyond 
what we can do on our own.  (Please 
join us in Sept and Oct as we continue 
to pray together, as well as during our 
Prayer Season.) 

As we move into the Autumn season, 
I'm excited for all of us to take hold of 
the promise that we can be "Fruitful in 
Every Season" as we remain rooted 
and connected to Jesus and our Father 
in heaven!  I'm praying that you would 
step into all that God has for YOU in 
the remainder of 2026. 

Finally, please join me in celebrating 
with our family the safe arrival of Baby 
Elijah Bell! I've become a Grandad! 
(aka "Pops"!) We're grateful to God for 
His kindness!  If you see me with a big 
smile on my face, this could be why!  

Matt Bell 

Senior Leader  Ashwood Church 

AWAKEN 2026 It is always a bit hectic getting ready 
for Awaken ð camping, packing, 
organisingé and this year, with 
everything going on with my mum, 
there were even more challenges. 

Iôm so grateful for the wonderful 
people within Ashwood who spent time 
with my mum and took her out for little 
outings ï they are incredible people. 
But if Iôm honest, I wasnôt really that 
excited about going to Awaken this 
year. Staying at home would have 
been so much easier. 
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I love how God takes hold of everything 
that is going on in our lives and meets 
us right in the middle of it. 

Friday night, the opening Big Top 
meeting. Brandi Carrano was speaking, 
and the title of her talk came up on the 
big screen: IN THE WAIT! 

Yes. I sat up. This is for me.I felt like 
the whole talk was speaking directly 
into my life. 

Before you ever WIN, you have to 
WAIT. 
Waiting is not a passive process ð it is 
an active invitation.  
She gave four points: 

God was speaking right at me. He took 
me back to the time when I had cancer 
and I had an ANTHEM OF PRAISE. I 
would literally sing through the night. I 
would speak things over myself ð 
CHOOSE JOY ð and sing Dave Bellôs 
song, He Is With Me in the Waiting ð 
Hold On! 

Brandi spoke from 2 Chronicles 20:12: 

ñWe do not know what to do, but we 
are looking to you for help.ò 

And then in verse 21, the singers were 
appointed to go ahead of the army, 

singing and praising God: 
ñGive thanks to the Lord; his faithful 
love endures forever!ò 

An ANTHEM OF WORSHIP. And I 
realisedé I had stopped singing over 
my mum and her situation. Where was 
my Anthem? 

So, Iôve come home with a RESET. 
I am prayerfully asking God for a new 
ANTHEM OF WORSHIP ð one that I 
can sing over my mum, over her 
situation, and over this waiting. 

And then, as if that wasnôt enough, 
Brandi came back on stage and said 
she had a word from God. She spoke 

about a pastor 
who had come 
to Awaken but 
really didnôt 
want to be 
there. Someone 
who had 
recently felt like 
they werenôt 
themselves 
anymore ð 
stripped of 
some of the 
things they 
were known for. 

Iôm not even sure what she said after 
that. I just knew. It was me. God saw 
me that night. He reminded me that He 
is with me IN THE WAIT. 

And so Iôm 
choosing to 
worship while I 
wait. 

 
 
  

Claire Bell 
Senior Leader  

Ashwood Church 
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A Time to Pray and  
a Time to Give 

Things are really moving with our New 
Home for Ashwood! 

Over recent months, a huge amount of 
work has been taking place behind the 
scenes as we continue to turn the 
vision for our new church and 
community centre into a reality. 

We have always known that a project 
of this size will require several different 
sources of funding. Alongside the 
incredible generosity of our church 
family, we are approaching charitable 
trusts and grant funders who could 
potentially contribute significant 
amounts towards the project. 

And right now, we particularly need 
you to pray. 

A number of grant applications have 
now been submitted, with more being 
prepared. Some of these could make a 
really significant difference to what 
happens next. 

There is lots we can do to make our 
applications as strong as possible, but 
ultimately we are trusting God for His 
provision. 

So please pray with us: 

¶ Pray for favour with the trustees and 
decision makers who will read our 
applications. 

¶ Pray for provision, that the right 
grants will be awarded at the right 
time. 

¶ Pray for wisdom as we decide which 
opportunities to pursue and how best 
to tell the Ashwood story. 

¶ Pray for faith, that we don't become 
overwhelmed by the size of the 
challenge but keep our eyes fixed on 
the God who has led us this far. 

¶ Pray that God's will is done, and that 
every pound we need is provided in 
His way and in His timing. 

¶ And please keep praying at 20:24 
each day. Even if it is only for a 
minute, imagine what it means to 
have people across our church family 
regularly bringing our New Home 
before God. 

 NHFA Giving 
For 

donations, 
please 
scan one 
of the QR 
codes  

Via ChurchSuite Via Stewarship pg 

Prayer Gatherings: 

27
th
 September 

25
th
 October 

29
th
 November 
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THE BIG GIVE WEEKEND IS 
ALMOST HERE! 

Friday 2 ï Sunday 4 October 2026 

This is going to be one of the biggest 
weekends yet in our New Home 
journey, and we really want the whole 
Ashwood family to be part of it. 

The Big Give Weekend isn't simply 
about raising money. It's an opportunity 
to celebrate what God is doing, tell the 
story of our New Home, involve our 
wider community and take another big 
step forward together. 

Across the weekend there will be 
something for everyone. 

Friday will include our Seesaw Special, 
a special lunch for invited guests and 
our Big Friday Night Quiz. 

Saturday is all about our wider 
community, with Community Together, 
followed by The Big Sing Choir Concert 
featuring Sing It Bold Choir in the 
evening. 

And then on Sunday, we'll gather as the 
Ashwood family for a really significant 
moment in the life of our church, 
culminating in our Vision Offering for 
the New Home for Ashwood. 

Please don't treat this as just another 
weekend in the diary. 

Put 2ï4 October in your calendar now. 
Come. Invite people. Get involved. 
Pray. And begin asking God what part 
He might be asking you to play. 

For some of us, that may mean giving 
sacrificially. For others, it may mean 
inviting friends and family, helping at 
one of the events, telling others about 
the project or committing to pray. Every 
one of us can do something. 

Our New Home isn't simply about 
having a bigger or better building. It's 
about creating a place where people 
can find friendship, families can receive 
support, children and young people can 
flourish, our community can come 
together, and generations of people 
can find and follow Jesus. 

We've come a long way already. 

Now is the time to pray. 

Now is the time to give. 

And now is the time to take the next 
step together. 

 

Bob Goody 

On behalf of the New 

Home for Ashwood 

Team 

Zoe raised 
Ã316.77 with  
her cake sale  

A BIG THANK YOU !  
To our NHFA Fundraisers: 

Lynne and 
Barrie (U3A) 
raised Ã1ô600 

with  
their open 
garden day 
(supported by 
our crafters)  
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Awaken 
I was feeling rather overwhelmed and 
not looking forward to being at Awaken 
this year, not quite sure why. However 
I couldn't stay away as we were 
booked in to go, and I was hosting the 
Sensory Room. 

The Sensory Room was open every 
Big Top meeting and was a space 
where people could come to watch the 
Big Top meeting on a live feed in a 
generally peaceful space. We supplied 
some simple sensory activities and 
toys to help people focus, relax and 
take in the message. 

Although I didn't need to stay we 

(myself, Dave, Alison and Phil) often 
did and loved being there. We were 
free to worship and rest in God's 
presence. We had a few regulars and 
many who popped in just for one 
session. Their ages ranged from 5-ish 
to 80-ish and everyone who came was 
able to access the Big Top worship 
and teaching in a way that suited 
them. It was a definite refuge on 
Sunday evening after the Big Top had 
to be evacuated, the families who 
were there were so grateful to be there 
in the storm, and we were still able to 
hear the message through a very 
quickly established live feed. 

Everyone who visited or popped in to 
say 'hello', commented on what a 
lovely atmosphere there was in the 
room, I am so grateful that Jesus was 
present in the room all the time, and I 
loved being able to host it. 

Having been a reluctant camper to 
start off this year I am so glad that I 
went. Jesus showed me so much, and 
I was kept in His loving arms over the 
weekend. I know that choosing to go 
even though I wanted to 
stay at home was the 
best decision I could 
have made. 

Christine Redfern 



Page 9 Ashwood News 

Grateful 
Just wanted to say a big thankyou to 
my wonderful church family for all the 
love and support Iôve received over the 
past few weeks.  Many of you know I 
had a bit of time off over summer but 
have resumed work now.  Iôve tried to 
be really transparent with people, the 
past few weeks had been some of the 
hardest of my life.   

Sudden intense anxiety/terror gripped 
me out of the blue and left me feeling 
incredibly fearful and broken.  I think 
this has been a combination of spiritual 
attack and burn out from absorbing a 
lot of the suffering of others.   

God has taught me so much in this 
season, Heôs shown me that I donôt 

have to 
be ok all 
the time 
for 
everyone 
else, and 
how 
much 

strength there is in weakness.   

Heôs shown me how to put GOD 
BOUNDARIES in, not Bec boundaries.  
God asked me a few weeks ago ñare 
you willing to go to church even if 
youôre full of fear?ò and reluctantly I 
said ñokò.  The moment I said that, the 
anxiety began to lift - Godôs incredible 
grace.   

God told me that He was going to ask 
me to go forwards for prayer the next 
day and when Joe Gisby was calling 
people to come forwards, I heard God 
say ñnowò.  It felt incredibly vulnerable 
and exposed being at the front as a 
leader sobbing in front of everyone, 
displaying my brokenness.  But I know 

this was significant for me but also for 
our church.  God lifted so much off me 
that day and is in the process of 
continually restoring me.   

I believe this has been part of our 
theme to be a ñhealthy churchò.   
I deeply love our church family and see 
it as an incredible privilege to love and 
serve, but it has been so empowering 
to know the core truth - that Iôm loved 
for me and not what I do.  Iôm so 
grateful to God for humbling me, for 
breaking down my pride, for walking 
with me and for giving me faith and 
authority to come against fear.   

I know there are many people within 
our church that battle with anxiety and I 
just want to encourage you that things 
can change, you can change.   
Your past doesnôt define your future.  
As our friend Jo Hargreaves says, our 
brains are neuroplastic, we can rewire 
our brains to think differently when we 
meditate on scripture. Fear is not your 
future - God is!  Iôve been in the 
process of training my brain to see 
Godôs goodness in the word (gratitude) 
rather than risk (fear).  We donôt know 
what tomorrow holds, but we know who 
holds tomorrow. I believe we are going 
to be stepping into a season where we 
see more and more people freed from 
fear and anxiety and walking in the 
fruitfulness God has for them!   

ñSee I am doing a new thing - do you 
not perceive it? I am making a way in 
the wilderness and streams in the 
desertò Isaiah 43:19 

Are we ready? 

Bec Goody 
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Seesaw Funday  
On our last Seesaw Session in July, 
we welcomed a large group of 
parents, carers and their under 5ôs to 
celebrate the end of another year 
together. We added some extra 
activities for them to explore and 
enjoy. We found a different bouncy 
castle which also had a ball pit and 
soft play area that the children made 
the most of. We had bubbles outside 
which the children (and adults!) 
enjoyed making and popping. There 
were diggers, there was sand, there 
were cars and ride on toys ï giving the 
children plenty to keep them busy. 

We welcomed White Post Farm who 
brought a number of their smaller 
animals for the children to look at, talk 
about and to touch. Geoff and Simon 
joined the team for the morning to 

provide some 
jacket potatoes 
and hot dogs for 
those who 
stayed over 
lunch time. And 
of course plenty 
of crafty 
activities to 

encourage some creativity. 

As well as plenty of playing going on 
there was also lots of conversations 
inside and outside ï adults and 
children!. The team love watching 
parents and children growing in 
confidence, making friends, supporting 
each other in the Seesaw atmosphere. 
It really is a place where everyone is 
welcome and where everyone grows. 
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Play in the Park 
Seesaw was out in Kingsway Park in 
August, offering a place for parents and 
carers to meet up with a few activities 
to keep the children busy.  
We had less people and it was a little 
windy but we still enjoyed doing a 
treasure hunt around the band stand, 
creating and popping bubbles (of 
course!), making pictures with chalk 
and lots of playing and chatting that 
marks Seesaw as a great place to be. 

Autumn Sessions 
Our Autumn sessions started on 
Tuesday 8

th
 September and Friday 11

th
 

September, 9.30-11.15am each week 
during term time. We look forward to 
welcoming back some of our families 
but also new ones too. Do join us if you 
have an under 5 and let us know if you 
are interested in being part of the team. 
Please pray for the team and all the 
families, we know Seesaw is a safe 
place for many of our families, a place 

they find welcome, encouragement, 
friendship and we would love it to be a 
place where they find Jesus. 

A big thank you to all the team - both 
those who are there each week and 
those who come and help out on our 
busy days. We love you all. 

Cheryl, Janet and the Seesaw Team. 
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REFRESH: RADICAL ð 
MORE THAN JUST A 

WEEKEND! 
WOWé what a weekend! 

17ï19 July saw 35 young people and 
an amazing team head to Edale for 
REFRESH: RADICALða weekend 
packed with epic games, plenty of 
laughter, powerful worship, late-night 
conversations, new friendships, great 
food and memories that will stick with 
us! 

But while 
there 
was 
plenty of 
fun, 

REFRESH was always about 
something much bigger. 

Our theme this year was RADICAL ð 
An unfiltered encounter with Jesus. 
Throughout the weekend, we 
challenged our young people to think 
about what it really means to live with 
a faith that isn't shaped by the world 
around us, but is deeply rooted in 
Jesus. 

Across three sessions, we explored 
the stories of Daniel, Moses and the 
woman at the well. 

Through Daniel, we were challenged 
to choose who we are before pressure 
chooses for us, make God our daily 
anchor and realise that we don't have 
to blend in to make a difference. 

Through Moses, we were reminded 
that God meets ordinary people, 
knows us by name and can change 
our identity and direction through an 
encounter with Him. God isn't looking 
for perfect peopleðHe's looking for 
willing people. 

And through the woman at the well, we 
discovered that Jesus really is the 
Game Changer! We all have a deep 
thirst to be known, accepted and 
loved, but the things we often turn to 
for satisfactionðapproval, popularity, 
achievement, image and social 
mediaðwill always run dry. Jesus 
offers something different: Living 
Water that truly satisfies. 

Perhaps one of the most encouraging 
things about the weekend was seeing 
our young people so willing to engage. 
They asked big questions, joined in 
wholeheartedly, supported one 
another, worshipped together and 
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created space to hear what God might 
be saying to them. 

There were stories shared, prayers 
prayed and moments where we saw 
young people respond to Jesus in 
really meaningful ways. 

And that's what we're praying 
REFRESH will becomeða starting 
point, not a finishing point. 

The weekend may have finished, but 
we believe the seeds planted don't 
have to stop growing. Our prayer is that 
what God started at REFRESH will 
continue throughout the summer and 
into the new term, as our young people 
keep discovering what it means to find 
and follow Jesus. 

A huge THANK YOU to every member 
of our incredible team who gave their 
time, energy and love to make 
REFRESH possible, and to all the 
parents and carers who trusted us with 
their young people. 

And to our young peopleé REFRESH 
might be over, but Jesus hasn't 
finished! 

Keep seeking Him. 

Keep choosing Him. 

Keep living RADICAL. 

The best is still ahead!  

Rich Reason 

YTH Happenings 

REFRESH may be over... but the 
journey is only just getting started! 

Don't let what God did at Refresh 
become just another memory. Keep 
showing up, keep leaning in, keep 
asking questions, keep worshipping, 
keep reading your Bible, and keep 
chasing after Jesus. 

We're so excited for everything that's 
still to come at Elevate.YTH, and we 

can't wait to be back 
together! Stay connected, 
keep an eye on our socials 
and WhatsApp, and we'll let 
you know everything that's 
coming up 

Refresh for the first time! 

This was my first time experiencing 
Refresh, as someone who longs for 
the joy and glory of what God can 
provide and is seeking Him. I also 
want to help the youth of my church 
community experience it too. 

This weekend had so many beautiful 
moments of faith, friendship and an 
experience you canôt gain anywhere 
else. One thing that really spoke to me 
was Katieôs talk on Moses and the 
burning bush, and how God doesnôt 
want perfection but can find us in the 
ordinary. God simply wants us to seek 
Him and trust in Him. 

This spoke to many of the youth, and 
several stepped into Godôs presence 
and asked for prayer. That truly is 
what the weekend is about. Those 
small moments showed the power of 
Jesus and all Heôs able to do. 

So, if youôre a young person and can 
come in 2027, donôt miss out on the 
fun, laughter and, most 
importantly, a relationship 
with the Lord. You will 
never be the same once 
you open your heart to 
Him. 

Rebecca Bustard 

25
th
 Sept 

9
th
 Oct 

23
rd
 Oct 

13
th
 Nov 

27
th
 Nov 
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Our NEXT Baptism Sunday: 
11th October 

If youôve never been baptised, please speak to 
someone! We would love to talk to you about it! 

Please contact your Small Group Leader or Youth 
Leader or email admin@ashwoodchurch.org.uk or 
bec@ashwoodchurch.org.uk to register your interest 
or if you would like to have a conversation. 

 ñBelonging to Ashwoodò ï Next Session 

Sunday 20th Sept / 22nd Nov  
12-12.45pm after the morning meeting. 

If youôd like to find out what it means to be part of Ashwood ï please join us for 
this short session. This is the perfect place to ask questions, and hear about our 
vision, values, and mission as a church. You can also find out how to join a 
Small Group or one of our serving teams. If youôre 
new to Ashwood or been around for a while this is 
also perfect for you. You can just turn up or let us 
know youôre coming 
claire@ashwoodchurch.org.uk  or 
bec@ashwoodchurch.org.uk 

Ashwood 
Summer Sundays 

We loved our Summer 

Sundays this year! We 

listened to 8 different 

stories of how they had 

stayed planted and 

rooted in their lives! 

Thank you to everyone 

who encouraged us 

and spoke so well! 

Sunday Morning Guest Speaker 2026 

15
th
 November 

Ness Wilson ï Open Heaven Church Loughborough / Pioneer 
Network Leader  

mailto:admin@aswhoodchurch.org.uk
mailto:bec@ashwoodchurch.org.uk
mailto:claire@ashwoodchurch.org.uk
mailto:bec@ashwoodchurch.org.uk
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Opportunities to pray 
TOGETHER: 

We believe prayer is so important in 
the life of Ashwood. If you consider 
yourself part of our Ashwood Family 
ï please find ways of joining with us 
to pray. 

ñPrayer Rallyò  
Every Sunday morning 9.50am  
at the Ashwood Centre before the 
meeting 

ñPray Firstò  
Fridays 7.00-7.30am on Zoom* 

ñPrayer Spaceò  
Thursdays 9.30 -10.30am on Zoom*  

ñTouching Heavenò  
Please join us! Everyone welcome! 
The people of God in the Presence of 
God. Wednesdayôs: 
2nd Sept, 7th Oct (no TH in Aug) 

ñPrayer for the New Home for 
Ashwoodò  
See separate section, page 6. 

TRANSFORMED WORSHIP 
NIGHTS 2026 ï Sunday 
Evenings 7pm. 

Letôs gather together to worship and to 

press in to all that God has for us!  Join 

us for a night of praise, worship and 

seeking God. And make sure you have 

the other dates for 2026! On these 

evenings we gather together to 

worship, recognising that as we do 

that, we can be transformed in Godôs 

presence.  We often find ourselves 

praying for a fresh in-filling of the Holy 

Spirit and praying for those who need 

a touch from God. 

20
th
 Sept / 22

nd
 Nov  

*For Zoom meetings,  
find details on your  
weekly email. 

Prayer Season September 
2026 

Look out for information about our 

PRAYER SEASON:  

7
th
 ï 27

th
 September  

(leaflet, emails, Facebook) 
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As part of our Prayer 
Season we pray for our 
local church and 
community using the 
helpful resources in the 
Ashwood leaflet and daily 

emails. There's a wealth of resources 
available to help us pray with 
knowledge and understanding for our 
world. 

Open Doors 

Arise Africa:  

Click on this link to visit their website 
and learn more about the difference 
we can make through our prayers and 
action. 

We pray for Christian families in 
Burkina Faso, Mali, Nigeria, Sudan 
and other countries in Sub-Saharan 
Africa where many people have had to 
flee their homes following attacks by 
extremists. Churches and homes have 
been destroyed and millions live in IDP 
- camps [Internally Displaced People] 
having lost everything including close 
family members who were killed in the 
attacks. Open Doors provide Trauma 
Care programmes and help with 
essential provisions. 

Sunday 1st November is International 
Day of Prayer for the Persecuted 
Church. This link will tell you more. 

LINKS.charity 
Here's an edited excerpt from their 
latest newsletter. Click on this link to 
read more: 

Hope Missions Ministries & 
Ashwood Church 

At Links, we love connecting the 
Church around the world. One of our 
longest Church Connect partnerships 
is between Hope Missions Ministries 
(HMM) in Malawi and Ashwood 
Church in the UK. 

In August, Annie and Francis 
Mkandawire, founders of HMM, visited 
the UK and were invited to share their 
amazing work and bring a message to 
Ashwood. Their visit was a great 
reminder of how this partnership 
continues to grow and strengthen both 
churches, growing as a family 
together. 

The Church Connect has worked 
particularly well in the areas of 
education, business and faith 
leadership. HMM has now planted 
eight churches and is developing 
leaders to run them effectively through 
a training programme that Ashwood 
teams have contributed to over the 
years. 

Ashwood is planning another team 
visit to Malawi to support HMMôs new 


