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Hello Ashwood News Readers!  Welcome to our Sept / Oct bi-monthly collection 
of information and news!  We will look back over the last couple of months as 
well as look ahead to things coming up in the life of the church.  If youôre new to 
us, we hope you can find what youôre looking for.  Feel free to contact us, if we 
can help you further.  Thanks for reading! 

I love watching the Olympics! Many 
inspiring stories of dedication, sacrifice 
and intense single-minded focus! 
Athletes pushing their bodies and 
minds to the limit in order to put 
themselves in a position to try and 
realise their dream of a medal, every 
four years!  It always reminds me of 
the passage in Hebrews where the 
writer says: 

..let us strip off every weight that slows 
us down, especially the sin that so 
easily trips us up. And let us run with 
endurance the race God has set 
before us. We do this by keeping our 
eyes on Jesus. 

The Olympic commentators and 
pundits use the word ñenduranceò with 
great frequency throughout the 
coverage! One definition of Endurance 
is: the ability to endure an unpleasant 
or difficult process or situation without 
giving way.   The writer in Hebrews 
uses the race as a metaphor for life.  If 
endurance is an ñabilityò I wonder if itôs 
something that we have or something 
that we have to develop?  I think itôs 
probably both.  I think we can ask God 

to give us strength to endure, (which 
He promises to do) but our part comes 
as we make daily choices to live a 
disciplined life.   But the verse from 
Hebrews also reminds us that we can 
only run the race set before us.  We 
canôt run anyone elseôs race (even if 
weôd like to!) and itôs important that we 
embrace our own race in order to run it 
well. 

Over the summer we heard from 10 
different people in our ñSummer 
Sundaysò.  They each described how 
they Serve the Lord where they are, 
but also how they run their race.  What 
an inspiration they all were!  (You can 
listen again online if you missed any!) 

https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=faf1bece9f668766&sca_upv=1&rlz=1C1GCEO_enGB1027GB1027&sxsrf=ADLYWIJB1B9DHSzjqWqp0o1zSThMauUs8w:1724360867458&q=endure&si=ACC90nwzNcbSj6HKgPz_Y9fzn5jcc06snBOAKVFQB2NKO2I5l7wATQjAZAwmzTvEAOSrZHIP1s2WmYR8lm1ANDRYGUCNSScLRA%3
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=faf1bece9f668766&sca_upv=1&rlz=1C1GCEO_enGB1027GB1027&sxsrf=ADLYWIJB1B9DHSzjqWqp0o1zSThMauUs8w:1724360867458&q=unpleasant&si=ACC90nyOnVY18Aw7zUtkWPYo5mTnkX4nbyTFVIvdYw1Z158wo4VcTv6m1HaZyRy0ePTkpHZmuZ_9YTzfo1UYr31d8GK-Ad_K
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Over the summer, as well as our 
summer series we enjoyed a picnic 
together!  Time to enjoy good company 
and also an opportunity to meet some 
new people as well.  (See picture 
below) 

For us, the end of August means 
ñAWAKENò! The annual gathering of all 
the churches in the Ground Level 
Network, to worship, learn and 
encounter God together.  This year, 
over 100 people camped on the 
ñAshwood Siteò and several more 
joined us on the Sunday.  The weather 
(50 mph wind!) was rather challenging, 
but the spiritual and relational 
atmosphere on site was wonderful!  
New and existing relationships 
developed across the generations, and 
some excellent teaching from various 
speakers.  Read some more stories 
from Awaken later in this edition of 
Ashwood News.  And if you want to join 
us next year ï the cheapest prices are 
available up until 5

th
 October ï and 

payments can be spread across the 
rest of the year, making it more 
affordable.    

 

As we start September, here are a few 
of the things weôre looking forward to: 

¶ Prayer Season 16
th
ð29

th
 

September :  Praying Together for 
Breakthrough in our church and 
community.   

¶ Vision Offering for our New Home 
for Ashwood Sunday 29

th
 

September. 

¶ Baptism Sunday 22
nd
 September 

¶ Transformed Worship Night  
Sunday 22

nd
 September! 7pm 

¶ Freedom in Christ Course! 
(Started Thurs 12

th
 September) 

In our Sundays weôve been returning to 
our HOME vision for 2024, including 
what our ultimate HOME will look like 
beyond this lifetime.  So, Iôll finish with 
one more bible verse, that combines 
the ñrace analogyò and also heaven. 
Paul is aware that his life on earth is 
coming to an end, and he writes this in 
his letter to his friend and follower 
Timothy:  

I have fought the good fight, I have 
finished the race, and I have remained 
faithful. And now the prize awaits með
the crown of righteousness, which the 
Lord, the righteous Judge, will give me 
on the day of his return. And the prize 
is not just for me but for all who eagerly 
look forward to his appearing. 

Iôm inspired by the Olympic athletes, 
and also challenged to make sure that I 
finish my race well.  The key seems to 
be remaining faithful.  Letôs continue to 
remain faithful to God, His word, His 
calling on our lives and 
to each other. 

Keep the Faith! 

Matt Bell 
Senior Leader  Ashwood 

Church 
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New Home for Ashwood ï 
Continuing to Pray and 
Next Steps 

Praying together 
In 2024 there are 4 different ways 
weôre asking everyone to join with us in 
prayer: 

1. Monthly Gatherings 

We plan to meet every month in the 
Ashwood Centre from 8-9pm. Here are 
the dates:  

¶ Tuesday 10
th
 Sept 

¶ Tuesday 8
th
 Oct 

¶ Tuesday 12
th
 Nov   

2. Fasting Thursdays 

Weôre also encouraging people to 
consider fasting from food on 
ñThursdaysò as we intentionally seek 
God and add extra weight to our 
praying. Fasting demonstrates ñWeôre 
serious and weôre focused.ò 

3. Daily Reminders 

Some people might like to set a daily 
reminder to pray at 20:24 during 
2024.  Using either the prayer below or 
praying using the words from Leviticus 
20:24 which says: But I have promised 
you, óYou will possess their land 
because I will give it to you as your 
possession - a land flowing with milk 

God our Father, we give you thanks 
and praise for all that you've done in 
our past and thank you for your 
faithfulness to us over many years.  

We believe that you've called us to be 
a healthy growing church for all ages. 
We believe that you have good plans 
and purposes for our future. 

We believe you have said ñEnlarge the 
place of your dwellingò and itôs time to 
Plan for Growth.  

We pray that you will make it possible 
for us to acquire the land next door, to 
help with our growing church family.  

Thank you in advance for providing all 
the provisions we need! Lord increase 
our faith for this project ï we believe 
you can do it! 

We donôt want to settle for anything 
less than your best for us. Help us to 
think big! Amen 

NHFA Giving 

 

For donations, 
please scan the QR 
code or/and see 
information on the 
page overleaf 

4. Pray the Declaration Prayer: 
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We are now awaiting the outcome of 
our full planning application with 
expectancy, and look forward to being 
able to celebrate the next milestone in 
our New Home journey being 
completed. This would then propel us 
into the next milestone of looking to 
raise the finances required and to 
break ground. The reality is that once 
our application is approved, we have  
2 years to put a spade into the ground 
and to start work on the foundations of 
our New Home.  

I am sure you would agree, we would 
be eager to be building well ahead of 
that timeline, but we need to consider 
the realities of paying for everything, 
and to this end, during our morning 

meeting on Sunday 29th September, 
we will be taking up a ñVision Offeringò 
towards our New Home, and we would 
love for you to prayerfully consider 
whether you would be able to give 
towards this, either as a one-off, or by 
setting up a regular contribution (or 
both).  

We look forward to hopefully sharing 
our planning application outcome, and 
to move forward 
together at the end of 
September. We will see 
you there.  

 

Bob Goody 

On behalf of the  
NHFA team 

RELEVANT SKILLS / EXPERIENCE  

If you believe you have some relevant experience or skills that could benefit the 
project you can email nhfa@ashwoodchurch.org.uk  

We are unlikely to be able to utilise every offer ï but we would love to hear from 
you if you think you might be able to help. We will compile a directory which we 
can draw on during the lifetime of the project. 

Thanks for all of your encouragement and support! 

ñUnless the Lord Builds the House the builders labour in vainò  Psalm 127 

Matt & Claire Bell / Owen Wright / Elaine Torr 

mailto:nhfa@ashwoodchurch.org.uk
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ñBelonging to Ashwoodò ï Next Sessions 
Sunday 22

nd
 September 12-12.45pm after the morning meeting. 

If youôd like to find out what it means to be part of Ashwood ï please join us for 

this short session.  This is the perfect place to ask questions, and hear about 

our vision, values, and mission as a church.  You can also find out how to join a 

LifeGroup or one of our serving teams.  If youôre new to Ashwood or been 

around for a while this is also perfect for you.  You can just turn up or let us 

know youôre coming claire@ashwoodchurch.org.uk Future Dates: 3rd Nov / 

12th Jan 2025 

Our NEXT Baptism Sunday is 22
nd
 September!   

If youôve never been baptised, please speak to someone, and find out more.   

We already have a number of people interested in being baptised.  Could this 

next time be you? 

Please contact your LifeGroup Leader or Youth Leader or email 

admin@aswhoodchurch.org.uk or bec@ashwoodchurch.org.uk to register your 

interest or if you would like to have a conversation.. 

Summer Clean and Gardening 
Maintenance: 

A BIG Thanks to all the volunteers who gave their time 
and shared their talents to do an amazing job in the 
summer. Weeding, pruning, chatting, clearing, 
sweeping, laughing, scraping, vaccing, more chatting, 
painting, cleaning, caring for the Ashwood Centre and 
our outdoor space so that we can continue to have a 
welcoming home that looks cared for and where people 
can come and feel welcome. #funtimestogether 

YES! There's always more... Please let us know if you 
would like to help in our Ashwood Centre cleaning and 
maintenance teams. Thanks. Dave Redfern 

mailto:claire@ashwoodchurch.org.uk
mailto:admin@aswhoodchurch.org.uk
mailto:bec@ashwoodchurch.org.uk
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Opportunities to pray 
TOGETHER: 

We believe prayer is so important in 
the life of Ashwood. If you consider 
yourself part of our Ashwood Family ï 
please find ways of joining with us to 
pray. 

ñPrayer Rallyò  
Every Sunday morning 9.50am  
at the Ashwood Centre before the 
meeting 

ñPray Firstò  
Fridays 7.00-7.30am on Zoom* 

ñPrayer Spaceò  
Thursdays 9.30 -10.30am on Zoom*  

ñTouching Heavenò  

Please join us! Everyone welcome! 
The people of God in the Presence of 
God.  
2nd October, 5th November 

ñPrayer for the New Home for 
Ashwoodò  
See page 4 

*For Zoom meetings, find details 

on your weekly email. 

September Prayer Season 
Join us for a powerful Prayer Season from September 16th to 29th as we unite 
in faith for a time of breakthrough. Each day, we will focus on different areas, 
and we will be sharing the day's prayer points through daily emails, and on our 
social media. We are encouraging everyone to then dwell on and pray into those 
areas and seek Godôs guidance throughout the day.  

You can join our regular places for prayer: Prayer Space, Pray First Fridays and 
weôre encouraging our LifeGroups to give themselves to praying when they 
meet during this time too, and of course weôll pray in our Sunday meetings.  You 
can also consider fasting during this time, either missing a meal or more than 
one meal and giving the time to pray.   

Weôre believing in the God of the 
impossible, to see breakthroughs in 
Ashwood, our community, and beyond. 
Letôs press into this season with 
expectation, praying for transformation, 
healing, and hope. 

Bob Goody 
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Praying4 Local + Global. 
I'm giving Praise and Thanks to our wonderful God for all the ways that we see 
God's Kingdom of Love advancing everywhere. As we keep on keeping on 
connecting with God and one another through our prayers and action, we can 
see Jesus making ALL things new. 

Praying4 Global 

LINKS  UPDATE: 

Sam Walker is the 
LINKS Africa Region 
Coordinator based in 
the LINKS Africa Hub in 
Kenya. 

Sam is living life to the FULL... in July 
and August he was visiting Links 
partners in Malawi and Zambia, doing 
training and project visits. We praise 
God for the growth and fruitfulness of 
these partnerships with LINKS. 
Transforming communities, one person 
at a time, overcoming many challenges 
and difficulties people face. We 
continue to pray for healthy, strong 
relationships. 

You can read Sam's blog by following 
this link: 

https://www.links.charity/blog/zambia-
and-malawi-impact-visits 

 

'Let's Make An Impact, 
Together'é 

 LINKS APPEAL is focused on 
investing in the new LINKS Africa Hub 
in Kenya and developing LINKS 
partnerships across Africa. You can 
watch Sam's video appeal on YouTube: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=Bj0qwyN_VHU 

Let's make an impact, together through 
our prayer and action: 
¶ For an excellent response to the 
appeal from supporters. 

¶ Growth and fruitfulness in LINKS 5 
key areas: FAITH, HEALTH, 
BUSINESS, EDUCATION and 
JUSTICE. 

https://www.links.charity/blog/zambia-and-malawi-impact-visits
https://www.links.charity/blog/zambia-and-malawi-impact-visits
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bj0qwyN_VHU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bj0qwyN_VHU
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¶ The vision for the LINKS Africa Hub 
to become a place of excellence to 
showcase who and what LINKS 
charity are all about. 

¶ Creating income streams for the 
Kingdom in hospitality and 
agriculture. 

¶ Engaging and empowering the 
community through resourcing and 
training. 

¶ Setting up sustainable projects like 
solar power and biogas. 

We pray4 grace outpouring on Sam for 
good health and wellbeing and in all 
that God has called Sam to bee and do 
with LINKS charity in Africa. 

You can read the LINKS Newsletter: 

https://mailchi.mp/e330fbce144e/links-
newsletter-9519936?e=a80146793f 
Let's make an impact, together through 
our prayer and action. 

Praying4 Local 

This time I'm focusing on praying4 our 
Local community groups:  

AVA [Ashfield Voluntary Action] are 
based in the Ashfield Health and 
Wellbeing Centre and partner with lots 
of community groups in Ashfield to 
support and encourage healthy 
relationships and positive action in our 
local communities.  

A fairly new group is CRAG [Coxmoor 
Residents Action Group] who put on 
a successful community event Fun Day 
on Glenview Park in August bringing 
the Coxmoor community together to 
celebrate and encourage all that's good 
in Coxmoor. You can find more 
information on both groups on their 
facebook page. 

Our Ashwood Bike Project has 
started up again on Coxmoor after 
the summer break... 

Please pray for good connections to be 
made with new volunteers and young 
people wanting to get involved and 
make it their own. Making a positive 
difference and helping 
children and young 
people to enjoy cycling 
safe! 

Dave Redfern 

TRANSFORMED 
WORSHIP NIGHTS 2024 
Sunday Evenings 7pm. 

22
nd
 Sept / 24

th
 Nov 

Letôs gather together to worship and 
to press in to all that God has for us!  
Join us for a night of praise, worship 
and seeking God. And make sure you 
have the other dates for 2024!  

On these evenings we gather 
together to worship, recognising that 
as we do that we can be transformed 
in Godôs presence.  We often find 
ourselves praying for a fresh in-filling 
of the Holy Spirit and praying for 
those who need a touch from God.   

https://mailchi.mp/e330fbce144e/links-newsletter-9519936?e=a80146793f
https://mailchi.mp/e330fbce144e/links-newsletter-9519936?e=a80146793f
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Growing Leaders 
Weôre always looking for ways to grow and 
develop ourselves and each other. As our church 
continues to grow, weôre so grateful that more and 
more people offer to serve us all in many different 
areas and ways.  One of those areas is 
leadership.   

Weôve invited a group of people to join us, to 
receive some training on leadership over the next 
year, (called ñgrowing leaders) meeting regularly 
to understand what the bible authors teach us 
about servant leadership and explore what that 
could look like for them in the future.  Please join 
us in praying for this programme and for everyone 
involved in this area of church life. 

Leadership Core Team 

Womenôs Worship Night 
We are so looking forward to 
spending an evening together in 
praise and worship.  

Please save the date for our next 
Ladies Worship Night - Friday 18 
October 2024 from 7.30pm. 
 
Blessings. 
Helen Tomlinson  
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Freedom in Christ 
Many of you will have heard the good 
news stories shared by people who 
have done the Freedom in Christ 
course.  How it has transformed their 
lives and brought clarity and 
healing.  We ran the Keys to Health, 
Wholeness and Fruitfulness in the 
Spring and are running the original 
Freedom in Christ course at Ashwood 
on a Thursday evening (7.30-9.30pm) 
for 10 weeks, starting the 12

th
 

September, with a Holy Spirit day 
on Saturday 9

th
 November.   

It has been so encouraging to hear 
how much the course 
has helped to set 
people free of 
strongholds that have 
held them back, to 
identify negative 
thoughts/unhelpful 
thought patterns and 
to learn new ways of 

thinking positively.  If youôve not 
signed up yet, itôs not too lateðjust 
let me know.   

We are really excited to be running the 
course again and are really expectant 
to see what God is going to do and 
what breakthroughs are going to 

occur.  We have a 
wonderful team of 
people, please join us 
in praying that this will 
be a real season of 
transformation for us 
all!   

Bec Goody  

Walking with me 
Almost 2 years ago I embarked upon 
my second Freedom in Christ course 
along with around 30 others, mainly 
strangers to me. About 2 weeks after 
joining I was diagnosed with cancer. 
Almost every week these strangers 
included in their prayers a prayer of 
healing over me, I cannot put into 
words what their prayers, their love 
and their encouragement meant and 
still means to me. Although there is no 
evidence of my cancer today I am still 
under treatment because there is a 
possibility of my cancer returning. 

Some 12 weeks after joining the 
course those 30 friends parted 

company. Over the intervening years 
some of those friendships have 
weakened and some strengthened but 
I am certain that the path I had to walk 
then would have been far tougher had 
I been forced to walk it alone so a 
belated thanks to one and all. 

You never know how God will move in 
your life but you can 
be certain He will 
always move in the 
way that is most 
beneficial to you in 
your current 
circumstance.  

Tony Cartwright 
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Celebrate with Caretaker 
Dave, and help build the New 

Home for Ashwood! 

This year Dave has a double 
celebration: he will be 60 in August and 
in October he celebrated being part of 
Ashwood for 40 years. As part of his 
celebrations he is planning an Ashwood 
style fun day on 28th September to 
help with the journey towards the first 
Ã1million for the New Home For 
Ashwood. 

You are invited to the Community Event 
between 10.00am and 2.00pm and the 
Ashwood Family Celebration evening 
7.00pm-9.00pm, both in the Ashwood 
Centre.  

They will include, a silent auction of 
items AND a loud and live auction plus 
a talent show.  Naturally this can't 
happen on its own so we are asking for 
help from you. 

We need help on the day with people to 
serve, look after games and activities 
and just to turn up and take part. 

¶ 'Pray First'... we do need your 

prayers for the event,  
for the preparations, as well as the 
day itself  

¶ We need help with promoting the 
events and inviting people to come. 
There will be flyers coming out soon. 

¶ We need good quality items and 
talents to auction, please let us know 
what you have to offer for the 
auctions. They can be pictures, 
ornaments, consumables or offers of 
helpða meal, gardening, car 
washing, ironingé. lets be creative! 
Iôm looking for a few books and 
jigsaws that can be wrapped up with 
a clue and will be included in the 
Auction as a mystery gift or a ' blind 
date with a book'. 

¶ Have you a talent you are happy to 
shareðmusic, poetry, drama? 

¶ Please count yourself in, save the 
date so that as many as possible can 
come along, it won't be a fun day 
without you! 

We are really excited about the 
potential of a great time, lots of fun and 
also hopefully 
some generous 
donations towards 
the New Home for 
Ashwood. 

Christine 
Redfern 

Too book your free 
evening place, go to 
Ticket Taylor : https://
buytickets.at/
ashwoodchurch/1391254  
or scan this QR code:  
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Ashwood Summer Picnic 
In August over 80 
Ashwood church 
folk met in Kingsway 
Park after our 
morning meeting to 
enjoy a picnic 
together. The sun 
managed to come 
out making it a 
pleasant time to sit, 
eat and of course 
chat with everyone.   

During the afternoon there was a lot of food eaten, lots of conversations had 
with those we know well and those we are getting to know, and plenty of games 
going on too.   

A mass game of rounders, with a VERY large pitch to run round - sorry I have 
no idea who won and I donôt think it mattered as everyone had fun cheering 
each other on.  A game of 'Mºlkky' - a Finnish version of skittles, plus the 
younger children enjoying playing on the playground.  A very enjoyable 
afternoon relaxing together.  

Janet Wright  
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What does this mean for 
YOU? 

Short term:  

Consent for ChurchSuite 

You will very shortly receive an email 
asking for your consent for your data 
to be stored on ChurchSuite. If you 
have children, you will receive a 
separate email for each one of them 
as well. (Children of the age of 13 and 
over may consent themselves to their 
data being held, so will receive a 
consent email as well) 

You will be able to: 

Check all your data we have on store, 
correct / complete it where 
necessary. 

Check that the communication you are 
receiving (as was per the old 
database) is still the one you want 
to receive, adapt if you prefer to 
receive more or less.  

Add any information on dietary 
requirements if applicable, so we 
can cater to everybodyôs needs. 

Please make sure you:  

Tick either ñyesò or ñnoò under the 
photo consent so we know if we can 
take and use your picture / video in 
our publications / social medias. 

Please add a photo of yourself to your 
data. As our church grows, it helps 
us to put a face with a name. You 
can update that photo at any time. 
(Please do not add photos of dogs 
or flowers etc, these will be 
deleted).  

New Church Database 
Some of you might have already heard the rumours that we are implementing a 
new church database. 

Yes, itôs true, and as of the first of October ChurchSuite is going live! We are 
doing our best to make the transition as smooth as we possibly can, but as with 
all new software implementations, especially big ones like this, there are bound 
to be some hiccups. So please, do bear with us.  

There are several reasons for this transition and I would not like to bore you with 
them, but generally speaking, we couldnôt see the old one (IKnow) covering our 
needs as a growing church.  
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Write the name of the person 
completing the form (it should be 
yourself) at the bottom of the form 
and click the button ñSubmit Detailsò. 
(Please only click ñDelete accountò if 
you want to be removed from our 
database completely and be cut off 
from all communication from 
Ashwood Church. Once this button 
is clicked, we do not have any 
choice but to remove your data 
permanently).  

If you do not answer this consent 
request, under GDPR rules, we 
would be obliged to remove you 

from our database.  

If you wish to change any of your 
details at a later stage, you can do this 
at any time by going back to this email 
and it will update your data directly into 
our database. 

Rota reminders 

If you are on any teams, you will 
receive your rota reminders not from 
IKnow anymore, but from ChurchSuite 
instead.  

Join MyChurchSuite 

If you are in a LifeGroup and/or serving 
in a team, you will also receive an email 
inviting you to join ñMy ChurchSuiteò 
before we go live on 1st October. 

You can have access to 
ñMyChurchSuiteò on your phone and/or 
your computer. 

Following that invitation you have 
options to make yourself visible to 
anybody else who has joined ñMy 
ChurchSuiteò.  

We strongly suggest that you make at 
least your name visible as otherwise, 
you cannot be recognised by people 
who create rotas to be pulled into any 
rota  unless they have a user access. 
(If you have added a photo to 
ñChurchSuiteò when consenting to your 
data to be held, they could recognise 
you by your photo). The same is true 
for LifeGroup leaders: Without a name 
or photo, they cannot record 
attendance.  

If you are ok for other ñMy ChurchSuiteò 
users to see your email address so 
they could contact you, then you can 
allow ñMy ChurchSuiteò to show that 
information.  

We do not recommend that you make 
your address visible. 

Once you have followed the invitation 
to join ñMy ChurchSuiteò you are able to 
see your rota commitments, record any 
unavailability to be added to rotas, see 
your LifeGroup and more.  

Long term: 

ChurchSuite is designed by churches 
for churches and therefore offers a lot 
of church tailored services that we 
didnôt have up to now but are planning 
to make use of in the future, so look out 
for more information!  

Gisela Beighton 

Ashwood Church 
Administrator 
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Ashwood LifeGroups 

LifeGroups have always been 
important for maintaining support and 
care and also a place to grow 
spiritually. LifeGroups are a committed 
place in Ashwood where you can get 
to know a group of people, do life 
together and support a smaller group 
of people. Itôs also a safe place where 
we encourage one another to be 
followers of Jesus. 

We continue to add new people to our 
groups which is always a great 
pleasure, and is a great way to 
become part of the Ashwood Family. 

If you are new to Ashwood or maybe 
youôve started connecting with us on 
Sundays online, and you would like us 
to introduce you to one of our friendly 
LifeGroups. Please email 
admin@ashwoodchurch.org.uk and 
weôll be in touch with you! 

What are LifeGroupôs all 
about? 

These are the four core values that are 
at the heart of all of our LifeGroups: 

1. WELCOME ï LifeGroups are 
inclusive and a really positive place for 
everyone to ñdo lifeò together. 

2. RELATIONAL ï LifeGroups are a 
place of high commitment where 
people are supported, through trusting, 
open and accountable positive 
relationships. 

3. GROWING ï We believe that the 
Christian life will always include 
spiritual development as we seek to 
become more like Jesus. LifeGroups 
are a great place to do this. 

4. JESUS CENTRED ï We want to be 
a community of people who know the 
truth of Jesus and live by His Spirit. 
Prayer, sharing Godôs word and 
exercising the gifts of the Spirit are all 
part of keeping Jesus unashamedly at 
the centre of all we are about. 

In the Autumn we will leave space to 
pray together in our LifeGroups and 
then we will return to coming down the 
mountain - the second half of Romans 
series.   
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If you are interested / want to know 
more, email 

admin@ashwoodchurch.org.uk 

mailto:admin@ashwoodchurch.org.uk
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Welcome and hospitality are really important to us at Ashwood, we long to see 
every person made to feel welcomed and cared for whether they are new to us 
or whether they have been coming to us for while.  We hope people feel seen 
and valued from the moment they come through the church doors to the 
moment they leave and beyond! Every person helps to cultivate a welcoming 
atmosphere, but our welcome and hospitality team play a big role in sustaining 
this!  

We have people that join the welcome team as individuals but also those 
that serve as a familyðwe love getting our children and young people 
involved too! They are amazing at welcoming others!  The Okojie family 
share this month. 

As family, we always 
strive towards making 
people feel comfortable 
and helping them to 
connect easily in a 
place where they are 
least expected, 
especially when they 
are a first timer. Godôs 
grace has afforded 
Ashwood church with 
this beautiful framework. We have 
seen, feel, touched, and testify the 
welcoming vibes Ashwood right from 
the first day we walked into the 
gathering.  

We joined the welcome team, for 
some primary reasons:  

¶ Being the book of Romans 15:7 
(Wherefore receive ye one another, 
as Christ also received us to the 
glory of God.) 

¶ We serve a 
welcoming God 

¶ Jesus tells us to go 
into the world and make 
His name known. We 
got the opportunity here 
in Ashwood. We have 
the duty and privilege of 
joining God in 
welcoming His sons 
and daughters home 

and on a better path. 

¶ Being welcomed into the Ashwood 
centre was an enjoyable experience 
for us. It gave us a sense of 
belonging, like we were home and 
we just wanted to share that warmth 
with everyone else in the most 
possible and simple way. 

The Okojie Family (Lucky, Abigail, 
Prosper, Kimberley, Efua) 
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Serving is so important to us as a church, it helps us to give something 

back, to experience community and to use our giftings and talents for 

God.  There are many ways to get involved in serving at Ashwood, one of the 

ways is through serving amongst our incredible young people!  

Lauren shares why 
she loves serving 
alongside our young 

peopleé.  
Being involved and serving the young 
people in our church has been a 
privilege and something I have enjoyed 
doing over the last few years. I have 
been part of the main team for about 
3 years now and this started when I 
was 18, so I have never really 
stopped going to Elevate!  I think 
that shows how amazing Elevate truly 
is and somewhere I want to continue 
serving.   

When I was part of elevate as a young 
person, it really helped strengthen my 
relationship with God and I could have 
fun and friendship while being 
there!  The Elevate team provide a 
brilliant Sunday evening programme for 
all the young people and this includes; 
games, worship, social time, teaching 
the Word of God, small groups. There 
are also brilliant events we love to run 
including; Colour run (playing games 
with coloured powder!), water fights, 
youth vs leader and Olympic games. 
Plus, our Elevate Refresh Weekend 
away which is absolutely amazing and 
we always have the best time there!  

I believe that due to the young 
people being the next generation, it 
is important to put time and effort 
into helping them grow their faith 
with Jesus! If you have a heart and 
passion for young people and want 
to get involved, you definitely 
should! There are no fancy 
qualifications needed or an age limit, 
just you! If you would like more info talk 
to our childrenôs and young peoplesô 
worker Rich Reason!  

Lauren Bell 
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Awaken was Tobias and Jemima's first time camping and they loved it! I have 
had the privilege of growing up attending Awaken, and it was great to see 
Jemima and Tobias embracing it all! It reminded me of God's faithfulness over 
all the years. It was also a great break from the usual busy daily life, to focus on 
God before the new academic year begins.  

I also asked Tobias what he enjoyed and he said: 

I enjoyed listening to the music 
coming from the big top. I also 
enjoyed walking around with 
Jemima and seeing lots of beautiful 
tents. The kids work was pretty 
good where I enjoyed playing with 
trains, lego and bubbles.  

Rachael Wright 

AWAKEN 2025! 
We are so excited about AWAKEN 2025 
and want to invite you, your family and 
your whole church to join together. We 
are so thrilled to see this event building 
and gathering momentum and we know that it is significant for the church in our 
nation at this time. Once again we will be on the Lincolnshire showground over 
the August Bank Holiday weekend expecting and experiencing a great move of 
the Holy Spirit as we gather together. Awaken is a time of Celebration and our 
strapline FAITH, FAMILY, FUN really does sum it up.   

Over 100 Ashwood people of all ages enjoyed a rather windy Awaken 2024 on 
Lincolnshire Showground, a familiar place for some and new to others. It is a 
great place to enjoy being in the presence of God but also enjoy growing 
friendships with others too.  Do think about joining us next year. 

Bookings for 2025 are already being taken and to benefit from the lowest price 
book by 5th October.  You can also choose to spread the cost by paying 
monthly.  How about joining the teamðif you serve for enough hours there is a 
reduction in the cost too!  For more details on this and more https://
awakenevent.uk/tickets-2025 
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Trusting God 
I went to "Awaken" for the Sunday this 
year but needed a lift. As we would all 
be going around separately at the 
event it was decided that we would 
arrange to meet to go home via a text 
message. 

I went around the grounds taking in all I 
could and at the end of the day 
returned to the main marquee for the 
final service there. 

It was then that my phone died on me. 
It was fully charged in the morning 
when I left but I had taken so many 
videos and pictures that my battery just 
died leaving me in blind panic as to 
how I would get home. 

It was then that I said out loud "I am 
not going to stress over this Jesus I am 
going to give it all to you." In all 
honesty my faith is not good enough to 
do that yet, maybe never will be, but I 
did get a great deal of relief from that 
and my stress level instantly dropped 
to about 20% of what it had previously 
been. 

I decided to wait at the entrance to the 
marquee which was closest to the main 
entrance on the grounds that I could 
see everyone leaving and if my lift had 
finally given up on me and started the 
journey back then at least I would see 
them as they passed. Not so, it was 
dusk and the light wasn't good enough 
to see people leaving distinctly enough 
but, even so, my panic level did not 
increase significantly. 

In the event shortly after the service 
finished my lift walked straight out of 
the door I was standing by and there 
was no further problem. I say that but 
there was a slight problem of guilt 
which I felt for not being fully able to 
trust Jesus to deal with the situation for 
me. 

I think there are 2 morals arising from 
my experience that day. Firstly, put 
your trust in Jesus He will not let you 
down. How often do we sing or say that 
and yet I still cannot do it and have 
serious doubts about my ability to do it 
in future despite what happened at 
"Awaken." The second moral concerns 
how God can be pleased with his 
creation whilst we, that same creation, 
see failure and can get depressed 
about our continued shortfall. 

I think that whilst I am looking at the 
20% that robbed me of complete faith 
in our Lord He is looking at the 80% 
that I did achieve when just a few short 
years ago I would not have even asked 
Jesus to take on my burden. 

As a parent myself I can fully 
understand how God could be pleased 
by my achievement even despite the 
fact that I struggle to be pleased with 
myself. 

I always look for my 
failings whilst the 
Father looks at my 
achievements and is 
proud. I just need to 
understand that I 
have no right to see 
fault whilst my Father 
sees achievement. 

Tony Cartwright 
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AWAKEN 2024:  
Christine and I had the 
privilege once again of 
leading the AWAKEN Set-
up team. After months of 
planning and asking for 
volunteers, by the end of 
June we had a team of 8 
rather than 24! So we 
continued to pray and trust 
God as doing the 
impossible Is His 
department... and by 19 August when 
we arrived for set-up week we were up 
to 16/24, mostly first timers on Set-up 
team which brought its challenges... 
But they were a great team working 
well together and willing to do 
whatever was needed to get all the 
jobs done and ticked off. We're so 
grateful to God for His faithful LOVE 
expressed in His kindness to us. 

This is a good example of our annual 
faith journey leading the set-up team 
and it's only by the a-ma-zing Grace of 
God that we all come together working 
alongside the Site Team to get 
everything ready for everyone arriving 
on site for AWAKEN. Jesus called his 
disciples to give everything to follow 
him and this is what AWAKEN feels 
like to us... ONE thing we're sure of is 
that 'JESUS is worth it all'  

I'm sooo grateful that there's healing 
and forgiveness in the new wine of 
God's Kingdom because I need both. 
His treasure is so often poured into 
broken, cracked clay pots, and His 
strength is made perfect in our 
weaknesses, that way God gets ALL 
the Glory. [2 Cor. 4] 

My health was being challenged with 
joint pain, a psoriasis and IBS flare up 
leaving me feeling fatigued. I receive 

prayer for healing at every 
opportunity given. As I give 
myself to God's calling to 
serve Him wholeheartedly, 
I constantly need His 
healing and forgiveness. 
Jesus said, "70x7..." On 
one occasion as I stood at 
the front of the Big Top 
responding to a call for 
healing I had the names of 
lots of people I've been 
praying for in Kirkby-in-

Ashfield, going through my mind and I 
brought them to Jesus for His healing 
and forgiveness. I Praise Jesus for His 
faithful LOVE for us, meeting us at our 
point of need and journeying with us to 
make all things new. 

I LOVE us all being together in the 
presence of God on Lincolnshire 
Showground to worship Jesus... and 
this year we celebrated 30 years since 
we camped for the first time with our 
8month old son, Jacob. We've got a 
photo somewhere of him having a bath 
in a cool box! #funtimestogether 

Highlights for me @AWAKEN 2024 
included the Big Top worship, morning 
prayer and bible study, Open Doors: 
secret church event with stories and 
insights into the lives of persecuted 
Christians around the world, the 
creative space, campfire worship 
evening, meeting people and sharing 
lots of flapjacks, and meal times 
together! And through it all we shared 
perseverance and resilience to survive 
the weather! Standing strong together! 

It'll probably take me a year to process 
all that God said to us through His 
Spirit and WORD! Let's get booked in 
for AWAKEN 2025.  

Dave Redfern 


