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Hello Ashwood News Readers! Welcome to the sixth and final Ashwood News of 
2024! We will look back over the last couple of months as well as look ahead to 
things coming up in the life of the church. If youôre new to us, we hope you can 
find what youôre looking for. Feel free to contact us, if we can help you further. 
Thanks for reading! 

Loving Church 

I love being part of Godôs church (The 
Global Church of Jesus Christ!) ï and 
specifically I love being part of 
Ashwood Church! At the end of 
September, it was one year since we 
celebrated 50 years of our church. So, 
HAPPY 51st BIRTHDAY ASHWOOD!! 

A year on, and another 12 months of 
seeing peopleôs stories being woven 
together into a rich tapestry held 
together with the strong threads of 
Godôs grace, kindness and 

faithfulness.  

For example - 
it was 
wonderful to 
hear Pana 
and Chrisôs 
stories (both 

very different) as they made the bold 
decision to be baptised in September. 
Pana ï following 
Jesus for many 
years and Chris 
discovering Jesus 
through joining our 
church only a few 

months ago. We love it! (Next baptism 
Service early in 2025 ï please let us 
know if youôd like to be baptised then!) 

In one of our Sunday meetings, we 
also heard Coryseôs incredible story. 
During 2024 weôve been praying for 
ñprodigalsò (people who have known 
God and for whatever reason have 
stepped away) to come back HOME. 
Coryse explained that through some 
difficult circumstances her middle son 
had left home 5 years ago saying he 
never wanted to see her ever again. 
Out of the blue ï suddenly Coryseôs 
son got in touch with her, He said: 
ñMum itôs me. Can I come home 
please? Can you pick me up?ò He has 
been back living again with Coryse 
since then. 

Praise God for amazing reconciliation. 
And I love Coryseôs message: ñI really 
wanted to share with you because I 
believe that Godôs time is the best. We 
just have to be patient.ò Encouraging 
and wise words indeed. Letôs continue 
to pray for those people who could be 
considered as prodigals. We look 
forward to welcoming more and more 
of them HOME. 
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At the end of September, we received 
our VISION OFFERING for our new 
building. And what an incredible 
offering it was! At the time of writing the 
total has risen to: Ã50,765.81!! 
(including Gift Aid and Dave Redfernôs 
fabulous 60/40 Celebration) A HUGE 
ñThank Youò to everyone who gave into 
the offering ï we recognise that some 
people gave sacrificially and everyone 
gave in faith ï ahead of the new 
building! A special ñThank Youò too, to 
the people who joined the existing 
group who have started to give every 
month towards the building fund. At the 
time of writing weôre still in 
conversation with parts of the Council 
about the planning application ï we 
hope and pray to get the green light 
very soon! We will keep you posted. 

In October, we welcomed over 35 
children to our LOST and FOUND 
Holiday club! The amazing team 
running the holiday club used the story 
or Paddington Bear (played by Woody 
the Ashwood Bear!) and also stories 
that Jesus told ï to explain how 
delighted God is when people who are 
lost, become found. Lots of fun and 
games along the way too! 

In life, celebration often runs alongside 
sadness. In church we celebrate 
together, but we also grieve and stand 
together in sad times too. Paul 
Davenport and Bob Woolley are sadly 

no longer with us. We celebrate their 
lives and thank God for them. And we 
pray for Liz (Paulôs wife) and Kathleen 
(Bobôs wife) and Becky (Bobôs 
daughter) and the wider families left 
behind. Liz and Kathleen have both 
been so grateful for the love and care 
they have received in different ways ï 
another reason I love our church. 

In September we spent 3 Sunday 
meetings thinking 
about our ñEternal 
HOMEò ï a timely 
reminder that our 
life on earth is 
only temporary, 
and one day we will leave behind this 
current age with its suffering, pain and 
brokenness and exchange it for the 
joys of the new heaven and the new 
earth. Especially in the midst of 
struggle, pain and dark times ï for 
followers of Jesus we donôt need to 
fear death, in fact we can even look 
forward to it (as the Apostle Paul did) 
because we have an ñeager hopeò to 
be closer to Jesus and for God to 
ñdwellò (or make His HOME) 
completely, among His people. Until 
that day, we continue to boldly tell 
others that in a hopeless world ï there 
is a HOPE! JESUS! The light and hope 
of the world. As we approach the 
Christmas season ï letôs be thinking 
who we can offer to pray for, give some 
money or a gift to or invite along to one 
of our Christmas Services or events as 
we celebrate the moment in history 
when God (through 
Jesus) made His HOME 
amongst us. 

Matt Bell 
Senior Leader  Ashwood 

Church 
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New Home for Ashwood ï 
Continuing to Pray and 
Next Steps 

Praying together 

In 2024 there are 4 different ways 
weôre asking everyone to join with us in 
prayer: 

1. Monthly Gatherings 

We plan to meet every month. Here are 
the dates:  

¶ Tuesday 12
th
 Nov on Zoom (see 

link on weekly email) 

¶ Tuesday 10th Dec (information to 
follow) 

2. Fasting Thursdays 

Weôre also encouraging people to 
consider fasting from food on 
ñThursdaysò as we intentionally seek 
God and add extra weight to our 
praying. Fasting demonstrates ñWeôre 
serious and weôre focused.ò 

3. Daily Reminders 

Some people might like to set a daily 
reminder to pray at 20:24 during 2024. 
Using either the prayer below or 
praying using the words from Leviticus 
20:24 which says: But I have promised 
you, óYou will possess their land 
because I will give it to you as your 
possession - a land flowing with milk 
and honey.ô  

God our Father, we give you thanks 
and praise for all that you've done in 
our past and thank you for your 
faithfulness to us over many years.  

We believe that you've called us to be 
a healthy growing church for all ages. 
We believe that you have good plans 
and purposes for our future. 

We believe you have said ñEnlarge the 
place of your dwellingò and itôs time to 
Plan for Growth.  

We pray that you will make it possible 
for us to acquire the land next door, to 
help with our growing church family.  

Thank you in advance for providing all 
the provisions we need! Lord increase 
our faith for this project ï we believe 
you can do it! 

We donôt want to settle for anything 
less than your best for us. Help us to 
think big! Amen 

NHFA Giving 

 

For donations, 
please scan the QR 
code or/and see 
information on the 
page overleaf 

4. Pray the Declaration Prayer: 
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God can make a way - 
Pray! 

As we journey forward with our New 
Home for Ashwood project, weôre 
facing some fresh challenges but also 
feeling incredibly blessed by your 
support. The recent external 
consultation concluded on October 
19th, and while progress has been 
made, weôre still working to meet some 
requirements from the 
Highways Agency. 
Please keep this matter 
in prayer, as we know 
that God can make a 
way for us to move 
forward smoothly. 

Weôre also deeply 
grateful for the 
generous support we 
received from the recent 
vision offering. Every 
contribution brings us closer to fulfilling 
this dream, and each prayer and gift 
helps us stay encouraged and 
motivated as we work toward building 
a space where our Ashwood family 
can continue to grow in faith and 
service. 

To keep up with the latest on our 
journey, weôd love for more of you to 
join the Building Update email list on 
ChurchSuite! Right now, 62 out of our 

188 contacts are subscribed, and 
weôre certain that many of you may 
simply have missed the chance to opt 
in. You can update your preferences 
anytime through My Data on My 
ChurchSuite or by re-submitting your 
consent using the original consent 
email you received. This is a great way 
to stay connected, receive all the latest 
news, and continue praying and 
standing with us. 

Thank you for your prayers, support, 
and for walking this path with us. We 
look forward to what 
God has in store, and 
we are so grateful for 
each of you! 

Blessings, 
Bob Goody 

On behalf of the  
NHFA team 

RELEVANT SKILLS / EXPERIENCE  

If you believe you have some relevant experience or skills that could benefit the 
project you can email nhfa@ashwoodchurch.org.uk  

We are unlikely to be able to utilise every offer ï but we would love to hear from 
you if you think you might be able to help. We will compile a directory which we 
can draw on during the lifetime of the project. 

Thanks for all of your encouragement and support! 

ñUnless the Lord Builds the House the builders labour in vainò  Psalm 127 

Matt & Claire Bell / Owen Wright / Elaine Torr 

mailto:nhfa@ashwoodchurch.org.uk
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Alpha 2025 

I cannot believe how quickly this year 
has gone and we are 
already in November.  
With this in mind, itôs 
time to look forward 
to January 2025 and 
our annual Alpha 
course.   

For those who donôt 
know, Alpha is a 12 
week course 
designed to give 
people a opportunity 
to explore the 
Christian Faith, ask 
questions and share their point of view, 
no matter what they believe 
themselves.  Each week centres 
around a specific topic, giving people a 
safe space to share their views and 
listen to othersô, whilst sharing food and 
building relationships. 

Our next course will start on Tuesday, 
21
st
 January 2024, where we will 

welcome you all with food at 7 pm.  
There will also be a full 
day in March (date to be 
confirmed) to learn more 
about the Holy Spirit.   

For those of you who 
are new to church or 
faith and want to know 

more, this is a great place to start.  
Even if you have been around for a 
while, I would encourage you to 

consider attending.  I 
have lost count how 
many Alphaôs I have 
been on (either as a 
participant, host or 
leader) and I still take 
something away from it, 
every week.  Think about 
who you could invite, or 
better still, bring them 
along!  

This year we are 
opening up to our young 
people, age 16 and over. 

Think about whether you have friends 
you would like to invite, or are a young 
person and want to be involved.  

Why not consider joining our fantastic 
team of volunteers! If you would like to 
participate in some way but donôt have 
anyone you could invite, you could 
consider joining as a table host, or 
volunteer behind the scenes.   

For more information on Alpha, what it 
is, or how you could support, or to book 
your place, please email 
alpha@ashwoodchurch.org.uk or 
catch me on a Sunday.  

Sallie Bates 

mailto:alpha@ashwoodchurch.org.uk
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Opportunities to pray 
TOGETHER: 

We believe prayer is so important in 
the life of Ashwood. If you consider 
yourself part of our Ashwood Family ï 
please find ways of joining with us to 
pray. 

ñPrayer Rallyò  
Every Sunday morning 9.50am  
at the Ashwood Centre before the 
meeting 

ñPray Firstò  
Fridays 7.00-7.30am on Zoom* 

ñPrayer Spaceò  
Thursdays 9.30 -10.30am on Zoom*  

ñTouching Heavenò  
Please join us! Everyone welcome! 
The people of God in the Presence of 
God.  
2nd October, 5th November 

ñPrayer for the New Home for 
Ashwoodò  
See page 4 

TRANSFORMED 
WORSHIP NIGHT 2024 
Sunday Evening 7pm. 

24
th
 Nov 

Letôs gather together to worship and 
to press in to all that God has for us!  
Join us for a night of praise, worship 
and seeking God.  

We gather together to worship, 
recognising that as we do, we can be 
transformed in Godôs presence.  We 
often find ourselves praying for a fresh 
in-filling of the Holy Spirit and praying 
for those who need a touch from God.   *For Zoom meetings, find details on 

your weekly email. 
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Praying4 Local + Global. 
I honestly feel like I'm in a fast flowing deep river where the needs and 
requests to pray and give can seem overwhelming... or an exciting opportunity 
when we see all that God IS doing. In this season of focusing on our resilience, 
I am learning to swim with Jesus in God's life giving river. And find the still 
waters of His peace. 

Praying Local 
We pray for our local government and 
council leaders, business leaders and 
Church leaders in Ashfield, asking that 
they will lead with God's wisdom. Not 
with selfish ambition, but sowing in 
peace, that they will reap a harvest of 
right living in our communities. 

As we look forward to Advent season 
we pray for breakthroughs in Ashwood 
and the Churches in Ashfield to make 
the most of every opportunity to share 
the GOOD NEWS of God's Kingdom, 
helping more people find and follow 
Jesus.  

We pray for Framework Housing 
Association, YMCA, Salvation Army 
and other charities working to end 
rough sleeping and homelessness both 
locally and nationally. Especially over 
the winter, let's think about how we can 
support them in prayer and action. 

Praying4 Global 

LINKS Africa 

It's been almost a year since Sam 
Walker, one of our members, relocated 
from Malawi to Kenya with Links. He's 
there with a team of 12 to run and 
develop a new site in Embu county that 
will serve the charity and their African 
partner organisations to do holistic 
training and resourcing to confront and 
reduce poverty, seeing God's Kingdom 
of Shalom grow in many vulnerable 
communities. 

Here are some prayer points: 

¶ The growth and 
protection of the team 
at the site - remain 
healthy and 
committed to the 
vision. 
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¶ The completion of the administrative 
transition of the charity with legal 
and government bodies. 

¶ The connection of churches to the 
site and for Sam to find where he 
should belong and serve the body of 
Christ. 

¶ The resources for developing the 
site activities and for Sam to get a 
vehicle for the work and life in 
Kenya. 

Thank you for joining Sam and LINKS 
charity in praying and supporting 
Ashwood's wider vision and impact. 

Disasters 

We pray for Disasters Emergency 
Committee members: Tearfund who've 
launched a Crisis Appeal for the Middle 
East [there are 15 DEC member 
charities and organisations working to 
bring humanitarian aid and wellbeing 
services that SAVE 
LIVES throughout the 
Middle East]. I found the 
Tearfund and DEC 
websites really helpful to 
pray in an informative 
way.  

Dave Redfern 

ñBelonging to 
Ashwoodò ï 
Next Sessions 
Sunday 12th January 

12-12.45pm after the 

morning meeting. 

If youôd like to find 

out what it means to 

be part of Ashwood ï 

please join us for this short session. 

This is the perfect place to ask 

questions, and hear about our vision, 

values, and mission as a church. You 

can also find out how to join a 

LifeGroup or one of our serving teams. 

If youôre new to Ashwood or been 

around for a while this is also perfect 

for you. You can just turn up or let us 

know youôre coming 

claire@ashwoodchurch.org.uk or 

bec@ashwoodchurch.org.uk  

Future Dates to follow. 

Our NEXT Baptism Sunday 
will be early in 2025! 

If youôve never been baptised, please 

speak to someone, and find out more.   

We already have a number of people 

interested in being baptised.  Could this 

next time be you? 

Please contact your LifeGroup Leader 

or Youth Leader or email 

admin@aswhoodchurch.org.uk or 

bec@ashwoodchurch.org.uk to 

register your interest 

or if you would like to 

have a conversation. 

mailto:claire@ashwoodchurch.org.uk
mailto:bec@ashwoodchurch.org.uk
mailto:admin@aswhoodchurch.org.uk
mailto:bec@ashwoodchurch.org.uk
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MALAWI 25 ñMuli biwanjiò 

As you have previously read 5 ladies 
and Matt (I am not sure who is more 
worried !!) are going to Malawi next 
Easter. One of the projects we will be 
involved in is to provide the women in 
the village we are visiting with teaching/
materials and funds to make washable 
sanitary towels. 

We are pleased to be able to share 
with you our sponsorship link for raising 
money to support ending ñPeriod 
Poverty ñ. Please scan the QR code /
follow the link below 

https://www.stewardship.org.uk/pages/
malawi2025 

We are also organising a óCelebration 
of Africaô evening to raise additional 
funds to go towards other projects/
teaching that we will be involved in 
while in Malawi. 

The evening is free to all ï we just ask 
that you book tickets using the 
QRcode/link below. 

If you are able to bake a cake for us to 
sell on the evening please let 
Emmeline know. We look forward to 
seeing you ï (In Malawi) 

https://www.stewardship.org.uk/pages/malawi2025
https://www.stewardship.org.uk/pages/malawi2025
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I have personally been really 
encouraged and blessed by other 
peoples reactions to hearing about our 
trip to Malawi. People have been very 
enthusiastic and keen to support the 
projects we will be involved in ï my 

work team are helping me organise a 
Cake Sale to have in our office that we 
also share with other companies and 
my Book club ladies have given 
generously. 

A colleague has suggested I do a vlog 
but as I am well over 30 I am not sure 
about that, or even what one of those 
is! Everyone I tell is genuinely 
interested and keen to support in one 
way or another which is exciting and 
humbling- there is a 
missionary in us all ï 
even if we donôt 
recognise it ! 

Emmeline Bingham 

Therefore, as we 
have opportunity, 
let us do good to 
all people, 
especially to 
those who belong 
to the family of 
believers.  

 

Galatians 6:10  
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Empowering Rural 
Churches: A New 
Season for Rural 
Missions 

Dear Church Family, 

Weôre thrilled to 
share some of 
the exciting 
progress 
happening at 
Rural Missions! 
With a fresh 
strategic direction 
for 2025-2027, 

we are dedicated more than ever to 
helping rural churches across the UK 
bring Godôs love to their communities. 

Our vision is to see visible, vibrant, 
and caring Christian communities in 
every village, working together to 
address unique local challenges like 
isolation, poverty, and a need for 
spiritual connection. 

Over the past two months, weôve been 
blessed with incredible opportunities 
to connect and serve new churches. 
Through speaking engagements, 
hands-on training (including at Amplify, 
with over 150 young people being 
equipped in evangelism), and 
personalized consultations, weôre 

seeing rural communities stirred with a 
renewed commitment to mission. 

As we move forward, weôd deeply 
appreciate your prayers. This work 
relies on Godôs provision, and each 
prayer and every contribution help fuel 
our mission. If you feel led, would you 
consider supporting us with a monthly 
gift? Every bit helps us continue our 
work, empowering churches to serve 
and transform their communities. 

Thank you for your ongoing support 
and encouragement. To give, please 
visit www.ruralmissions.org.uk/donate. 

Love and blessings, 

Bob Goody 

http://www.ruralmissions.org.uk/donate
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Ashwood LifeGroups 

LifeGroups have always been 
important for maintaining support and 
care and also a place to grow 
spiritually. LifeGroups are a committed 
place in Ashwood where you can get 
to know a group of people, share life 
together and support a smaller group 
of people. Itôs also a safe place where 
we encourage one another to be 
followers of Jesus. 

We continue to add new people to our 
groups which is always a great 
pleasure, and is a great way to 
become part of the Ashwood Family. 

If you are new to Ashwood or maybe 
youôve started connecting with us on 
Sundays online, and you would like us 
to introduce you to one of our friendly 
LifeGroups. Please email 
admin@ashwoodchurch.org.uk and 
weôll be in touch with you! 

What are LifeGroupôs all 
about? 

These are the four core values that are 
at the heart of all of our LifeGroups: 

1. WELCOME ï LifeGroups are 
inclusive and a really positive place for 
everyone to ñshare lifeò together. 

2. RELATIONAL ï LifeGroups are a 
place of high commitment where 
people are supported, through trusting, 
open and accountable positive 
relationships. 

3. GROWING ï We believe that the 
Christian life will always include 
spiritual development as we seek to 
become more like Jesus. LifeGroups 
are a great place to do this. 

4. JESUS CENTRED ï We want to be 
a community of people who know the 
truth of Jesus and live by His Spirit. 

Prayer, sharing Godôs word 
and exercising the gifts of 
the Spirit are all part of 
keeping Jesus 
unashamedly at the centre 
of all we are about. 

In the Autumn we will return 
to coming down the 
mountain - the second half 
of Romans series.  
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LifeGroup ñMegbyò 
Itôs been so encouraging to see how 
much Ashwood Church has grown in 
number over the last year and as a 
result weôve had lots of new people 
wanting to join one of our LifeGroups. 

We are the new Mansfield/Skegby 
group (Megby for short) into which we 
have welcomed some new recruits but 
also some from other groups enabling 

everyone to have a LifeGroup home. 

Weôve actually only met a few times as 
Iôm writing this but our first few get 
togethers have been so lovely and itôs 
been great to have so many join us. 
There has been an instant connection 
between us, everyone feels relaxed 
and happy to share some of their story. 
Weôre so excited to get to know each 
other better so we can support and 
encourage one another in our day to 
day lives. 

We are praying there will be lots of fun 
and lots of cake! But also that our 
LifeGroup will provide a relaxed and 
welcoming space where we can all 
share our happy moments along with 
our struggles.  

Most importantly we want to see each 
other grow and flourish in our 
relationship with God ï We are very 
much looking forward to what God has 
planned for us! 

Matt, Helen, John and Lucy  

LifeGroups Together 
Being part of a LifeGroup is a great 
way to deepen your faith and share life 
with others.  At Ashwood we aim for our 
LifeGroups to be 
welcoming, 
relational, Jesus 
centred and a place 
to grow!  

LifeGroups are 
such a brilliant 
place to share, 
grow and learn 
together, 
supporting one 
another in the highs 
and lows of life.  

We recently did another set of 
óLifegroups Togetherô meet ups-where 
we did bring and share lunches spread 
across 3 Sundays with 3-4 LifeGroups 
meeting up for each one.  This was a 

great opportunity 
for people to mix 
with people outside 
of their LifeGroup 
and for some 
people to meet for 
the first time. We 
hope to do a few of 
them next year too!  

See on the next 
page what some 
people said:  
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Beth: I really enjoyed LifeGoups Together lunch - it's a relaxing place with 
lots of food. It was a lovely way to connect and talk with people we either 
haven't ever spoken to or don't get a chance to speak to often because of the 
busy setting up or service of church.  

I found the LifeGoups Together lunch very 
welcoming, easy going and safe place to bring my 
small children to without judgement. I would love the 
room to be filled with more people next time. If you 
haven't come before, come. You don't have to bring 
food, we had lots left over last time, if you feel that's 
not a way you can contribute.  We'd just love you to 
connect in this way with others within the church. 

Bec: It was great to be togetherðour little boy Reuben 
loved having an óindoor picnicô and chatting with different 
people. It was lovely to laugh and our food highlight was 
trying home made Shri Lankan food from Anusha and 
Lally! 

 

We hope to run a few 
more of these 

ñLifeGroups Togetherò 
sessions next year! 
Look out for the dates! 

Denny: óFirstly - we opened up in prayer to thank God for His 
provision. It's a great way to meet other people from different 
LifeGroups and to get to know them better over lunch, having 
good conversation and enjoying the different foods: jacket 
potatoes, African food (jollof rice, chicken), Claire's lovely 
pumpkin soup, cakes. 

It's great Fellowship and itôs great to see children playing 
together in a safe place. It's also a wonderful blessing clearing 

up afterwards (washing up, clearing the table/chairs away). It fills my heart with 
joy. It's great being together - I would encourage each and everyone of you to 
attend if possible. Itôs the second one weôve done and Iôm looking forward to the 
next one in the new year - God willingô 
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Welcome and hospitality are really important to us at Ashwood, we long to see 
every person made to feel welcomed and cared for whether they are new to us 
or whether they have been coming to us for while. We hope people feel seen 
and valued from the moment they come through the church doors to the 
moment they leave and beyond!  

Every person helps to cultivate a welcoming atmosphere, but our welcome and 
hospitality team play a big role in sustaining this!  

Just be friendly and say 
ñhiò 

Iôm not a big extrovert, preferring to 
hang out with my wife, my cats and 
program my machines. In the IT world 
we call a stack process ñLIFOò 
meaning ñlast in - first outò ï which is 
also a great description of my 
attendance on Sundays!  

Nonetheless I want to serve Jesus, 
and Jesus very much pointed towards 
serving other people. So I found a 
couple of things I could do, carpark 
being one of them. To just be friendly 
and say ñhiò isnôt exactly pulpit 
preaching and baptising people but I 
still welcome people.  

I try and remember registrations so I 
can reserve up disabled spaces, 
welcome people and try and put large 
cars in the right places (like tetris).  

In so many ways Jesus welcomed 
people, so Iôm wanting to give my time 
to do that. 

Iôd encourage anyone to get involved 
in serving, itôs wider than just the 
welcome team and definitely wider 
than the carpark. It could be things like 
DIY for someone, 2ôs company, giving 
of time or money, Caf® 22, or 
something else. Play to your strengths, 
accept He knows your weaknesses 
weôre one body, but 
many parts. 

Serving looks very 
different for each one of 
us.  

Andy Wood 
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If you are interested / want to know 
more, email 

admin@ashwoodchurch.org.uk 

mailto:admin@ashwoodchurch.org.uk


 Page 18 Ashwood News 

CHRISTMAS FESTIVAL 
EVENT IN KIRKBY 

Thursday 28
th
 

November 4-7pm 

The annual Christmas Festival 

will take place in Kirkby Plaza. 

(Near Morrisons). There will 

be fairground rides, food to 

eat and a performance stage 

with singing and dancing.  As 

part of the evening Kirkby 

Churches Together (including 

Ashwood) will host a short 

carol service ï with carols, 

prayers and the Christmas 

story being shared ï right in 

the middle of Kirkby! 

Could you be part of an 

unrehearsed choir?  Weôre 

looking to gather a crowd of 

lively smiley singers, who can 

bring the joy of Christmas to 

the town.  At the time of 

writing we donôt have all the 

details ï but please save the 

date and be ready to wrap up 

really warm and join us on this 

fun night! 

Matt Bell 


