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Hello Ashwood News Readers!  Welcome to our 3rd edition of Ashwood News in 
2025!  We will look back over the last couple of months as well as look ahead to 
things coming up in the life of the church.   
If youôre new to us, we hope you can find what youôre looking for.  Feel free to 
contact us, if we can help you further.  Thanks for reading! 

What a fabulous last few weeks in 
Ashwood Church and beyond!  Here's 
a few of my personal highlights! 

Planning Permission 

Firstly, we continue to celebrate and 
thank God for the wonderful news that 
finallyé our Planning Application for a 
new building was APPROVED!!!  
HOORAY!!  We now start to plan our 
next steps; to raise the funds we need 
to be able to start the demolition and 
then build our new HOME!  Please 
continue to pray for the NHFA team 
and the leaders as we make the next 
decisions.  And let's continue to pray 
for God's favour on the whole project! 

Malawi 

Then, on 5
th
 

April, 6 of us left 
our homes in 
the UK to fly out 
to visit and 
serve our dear 
friends Francis 
and Annie 
Mkandawire in 
Malawi.    For 
almost 10 years 

we have partnered with HOPE 
Missions, through Links Charity ï by 
visiting, but also investing our 
Christmas Financial Giving into 
projects that have changed lives in 
local communities in Malawi.  This trip, 
we were joined by Sam Walker 
(Ashwood is still his UK home but now 
lives in Kenya and works as the Links 
Africa Director) who did an incredible 
job of facilitating our time there.  We 
had the privilege of bringing some 
training and encouragement to several 
hundred people in different settings. 
We had such an amazing time.  One of 
my highlights was being able to give 
over 150 brand new modern 
translation bibles purchased using 
money given by 
Ashwood, to 
leaders and 
pastors across the 
region. The joy, 
excitement and 
gratitude that was 
shown as we gave 
out the bibles was 
truly humbling.  
And what better 
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gift than the word of God.  This new 
translation means that they will be able 
to understand more easily God's word 
to them and enable them to share with 
and teach others! Read more later in 
this edition and please join us on 
Saturday 14

th
 June 7pm ï Ashwood 

Centre when the team will share more 
stories of the trip and how your 
financial investment is making such a 
difference.  

Easter 

We landed back home, ready to 
celebrate Easter! We were able to join 
with the other churches in Kirkby on 
Good Friday and then on Easter 
Sunday to celebrate the Risen 
Resurrected Jesus!  With a special visit 
from Joseph of Arimathea! He (Abby 
Clark!) was great!  Several people 
responded to invite Jesus to become 
THEIR Saviour that day.  Hallelujah!    

Groundlevel Leaders Meeting 

We then joined leaders from churches 
across our Ground Level Network ï for 
the annual National Leader 
Conference.  The theme of the 
conference was "Unforced Rhythms".  
This is always a special event in our 
calendar, with great teaching and 
learning, but also for building 
relationships and connecting with 
leaders across the country.  This year 
we had special moments of 
encountering God's presence and also 
a reminder that Jesus wants us to walk 
with Him ï and there should be an 
"ease" in doing that.  Jesus bore the 
greatest burden (the sin of the world) 
so we don't have to!   

Mini Conference 

We stepped straight from the leaders 
conference to our very own Ashwood 

Mini-Conference 2025!  What a 
delight and joy it was!  In line with our 
theme for the year (SIMPLY JESUS) 
our theme for the mini-conference was 
"WILD JESUS!" We had prayed at the 
start of the year, that we would all have 

a fresh perspective on who Jesus was 
and who Jesus is.   Hearing feedback 
from many people ï it's clear that this 
is what happened over the weekend. 

Paul and Perrianne Brownback from 
Fort Worth in Texas, have become 
great friends to our church, and feel 
such a connection in our spirits and 
through the Holy Spirit.  They always 
inspire us and bring God's word to us ï 
and this time was no exception.  If you 
want to watch again or missed it, you 
can still catch up! Just email 
admin@ashwoodchurch.org.uk and 
we'll share the links with you.   

During the 2
nd
 Session, Paul 

Brownback spoke about Ashwood ñYou 
are not a community church you are a 
regional church ï you are called to 
feed the multitude...!ò He also said that 
God is saying that ñAshwood is 
Anointed for personalised Hospitalityò 
Just two of the things we're praying into 
now. 

Transformed Worship with the 
Groblewskis 

Looking ahead, we're excited to have 
some more friends with us in just a 
very short time! Jack and Trish 
Groblewski are with us for a leaders 

mailto:admin@ashwoodchurch.org.uk
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meeting and also 
a special 
"Transformed 
Worship 
Night" (7pm) on 
Saturday 24

th
 

May and then in 
our Sunday 
Meeting the 

following day.  Please make sure you 
have the dates in your diary! 

Refresh 

And calling ALL Young People ï make 
sure you get booked in for this year's 
REFRESH ï Youth Residential 
Weekend.  (20-22 June) The team are 
preparing an incredible weekend not to 
be missed! 

John Hallett 

As is often the case, alongside the 
celebrations and joy was also sadness.  

John Hallett ï one of the earliest 
members of Ashwood transitioned to 
heaven to be with His Saviour on 30

th
 

March.   
John was such a 
faithful servant of 
Jesus and also 
Ashwood Church.  
He occupied many 
different roles and 
carried many 
responsibilities 
over the years, including serving on the 
board of trustees and leadership team.  
John's funeral was on Monday 28

th
 

April ï but we have agreed with John's 
family to hold a special celebration of 
his life on Friday 6

th
 June 7pm ï 

Ashwood Centre.  We wanted to 
make it possible for as many people to 
join with us to honour John's life and to 
thank God for his 
faithfulness during John's 
full and active life.  Please 
join us. 

Matt Bell 
Senior Leader  Ashwood 

Church 

Encouraged at the Mini-Conference 

I was really encouraged on Saturday morning of the Mini-
Conference - towards the end of the worship I had a picture (i 
donôt usually get those), of me peeping round a door and God 
saying i was to throw the door open wide and not be cautious-  

It was such a simple picture - could it really be God? But straight 
after I wondered that, Perrianne said "when you worship you hear from God 
and when things get clear in a short phrase, thatôs God.ò Emmeline Bingham 

A word from God ï Samuel Brownback 

I felt like your "Simply Jesus" vision this year could be a real permissioning for 
people to believe Jesus lives inside of them! I heard him almost playfully say ñI 
dare you to believe I am inside of you!!!ò 

He has given you permission to believe that His Goodness Spirit is inside you. 
There is a commissioning to dare you to believe. Samuel Brownback 
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The Lion in the 
centre is Aslam from 
the Narnia Story: the 
children never knew 
when he might turn 
up, because he was 
wild and 

untameable, but he always did 
ï he was their defender.   

Yet he was also (and is still) 
very present, gentle, guiding, 
comforting and so much more 

There are planets 
and lots of glitter 
adding sparkle 
and dimensions 
we donôt know or 
understand. 

He is the King ï 
hence the crown!   Heôs also 

colourful 
representing red 
for the blood, 
purple for royalty, 
white ï purity, 
gold ï kingship. 

DNA:  We are 
made in the 
image of God. 
Our DNA is so 
important and 
carries 
something of God in us. 

At the bottom of the 
display is mycelium, 
linking us with the 
earth and Godôs 
creation, remember 
Jesus was there in the 
beginning and is now.  
as well as grounding 
us with and in Jesus.  
We are drawing our 
identity, life, 
purposeé. From him. 

 

Mandy, Terrie 
& crafters 

Wild Jesus - Whatôs that all about?    
Everything in this display speaks about a wild Jesus 

Dr. Paul and Dr. Perrianne's Brand New Books! 

During our Mini-Conference Matt interviewed Paul and Perrianne and asked 
them to describe the motivation behind their books (you can hear that 
conversation here: https://youtu.be/wpyFr5m_5iU if reading online) 

If you would like to get your copy of either book ï search on Amazon under the 
title and author and look forward to reading! 

https://youtu.be/wpyFr5m_5iU
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Ashwood Church goes to 
Malawi 

On Sunday 6th April 6 weary travellers 
landed in Malawi after two long flights, 
to a very warm welcome by the Hope 
Missions Team excited and ready for 
the days ahead. The next morning, we 
met with the Hope Missions team to 
pray and plan for our time together. 

It was great to sing in both English and 
Chichewa, singing and dancing would 
soon become a very regular uplifting 
experience for us all! After Lunch we 
ventured out to visit a local village.  
We discovered how to make Nsima (a 
thick porridge made from maize and 
water), grind peanuts to make flour, and 
fetch water. It was an eye-opening 
experience and helped us understand 
the reality of life in a typical Malawian 
village. 

Early the next morning, the team 
divided into two groups for the next two 
and a half days of activities. Mandy, 
Alison, Christine and Emmeline went 
with Sam and our new best friend 
Wana (Wana joined us for most of our 
trip as both driver and film maker for 
Links Charity) spending time with the 
ladies from the Women Empowerment 
Project.  

The men were banished from the room 
as the women talked womenôs health 
and sanitary towels, an important topic, 

but with lots of 
laughter along the 
way.  

The team really 
enjoyed building 
friendships, and 
valued opportunities to 
pray for the women as 
they began to open up 
and be vulnerable. They shared Bible 
studies focusing on inspirational 
women from the Bible, taught the 
women how to crochet and much more. 
It was a very special time.  

Meanwhile, Matt and Abby travelled 
with Francis and others (7 people in a 5
-seater car!) to a couple of remote 
villages to deliver training with the 
church leaders. It felt like a real honour 
to be there; the Pastors seemed really 
grateful that we had took the journey to 
be with them. 

One highlight for us all was delivering 
the Bibleôs donated by Ashwood to the 
Church Leaders and to the womenôs 
group, it was like Christmas had come 
early, such was the excitement and 
appreciation. 
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After a couple of days break on an 
eventful safari trip, we returned to 
Lilongwe to visit Kuwala Baptist Church 
for their Sunday morning service.  
We led pre service Bible studies with 
separate groups for children, youth, 
and adults, Matt preached and we all 
appreciated the joy filled worship and 
opportunities to pray for the 
congregation.  

The team then travelled to yet another 
village to deliver more training sessions 
with further opportunities to develop 
and deepen friendships. Emmeline with 
Matt and Mandyôs support led two days 
of community health care training. With 
the group huddled under shade to try 
and keep out of the sun, they engaged 
well, having the opportunity to explore 
some of the daily challenges faced by 
people in their communities. Alison and 
Christine with their suitcases full of 
resources, worked with a group of 
teachers for two days of training. They 
certainly had lots of fun with singing, 
parachute games, flags and much 
more. 

The teachers really got involved and 
shared from their own experience of the 
classroom too. Abby with the support of 
Mandy delivered a morning of teaching 
and games with 120 teenagers. The 
session included a Gospel 
presentation, creative prayer, and 
explored 
faith in 
everyday 
life. It 
was 
absolute 
chaos at 
times, 
but a lot 
of fun 
too.  

In the afternoon, the young people 
enjoyed playing sports. There was also 
a third day of leadership training, 
delivered to Church leaders from Hope 
Missions Church plants.  

It was an action packed few days with a 
few challenges along the way. Over all 
it was an incredible opportunity, with 
amazing connection and partnership 
with our friends in Malawi. There is so 
much more to say and share, and so 
we would like to invite you to join us on 
14th June at 7.30pm in the Ashwood 
Centre to hear more of our stories and 
to further strengthen our partnership in 
Godôs great work in Malawi. We look 
forward to seeing you there. 

Thank you for your support 

From the Malawi Team 

Abby Clark 
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We have launched a new course 
designed for anyone who wants to 
invest in the spirituality of the children 
in their lives. Parents, grandparents, 
godparents, and those involved in 
serving in our earthshakers teams.  

This course has been developed by 
BRF ministries and has some brilliant 
tools to enable you to develop, 
encourage, strengthen and deepen 
your childôs connection with God, 
through things like óchat and catchô, 
encouraging children to chat to God 

and ócatchô 
what Heôs 
saying to 
them. It is 
primarily 
aimed for 
those who 
have 
children 
aged 0-
12years.  

 

Weôre 
praying 
that this is 

transformative for those that have 
signed up and the children they are 
investing in, whether as a parent, a 
grandparent, a godparent or a 
childrenôs team volunteer! What a 
wonderful way to invest some time, in 
seeing the children in your life 
transformed by the love of Jesus, 
regardless of where they are on their 
faith journey!  

Bec Goody 

Parenting for Faith 
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Opportunities to pray 
TOGETHER: 

We believe prayer is so important in 
the life of Ashwood. If you consider 
yourself part of our Ashwood Family ï 
please find ways of joining with us to 
pray. 

ñPrayer Rallyò  
Every Sunday morning 9.50am  
at the Ashwood Centre before the 
meeting 

ñPray Firstò  
Fridays 7.00-7.30am on Zoom* 

ñPrayer Spaceò  
Thursdays 9.30 -10.30am on Zoom*  

ñTouching Heavenò  
Please join us! Everyone welcome! 
The people of God in the Presence of 
God.  

4th June, 2nd July and 3rd September 

ñPrayer for the New Home for 
Ashwoodò  
29th May, 26th June and 24th July 

TRANSFORMED 
WORSHIP NIGHTS 

2025 

Sunday Evenings 7pm. 

Letôs gather together to worship and to 

press in to all that God has for us!  

Join us for a night of praise, worship 

and seeking God. And make sure you 

have the other dates for 2024! On 

these evenings we gather together to 

worship, recognising that as we do 

that we can be transformed in Godôs 

presence.  We often find ourselves 

praying for a fresh in-filling of the Holy 

Spirit and praying for those who need 

a touch from God.  SAT 24
th
 May with 

special guests Jack and Trish 

Groblewski! 

Future Dates: 21
st
 Sept / 23

rd
 Nov 

*For Zoom meetings,  
find details on your weekly 

email. 
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Prayer Space ï Thursday 9.30am-
10.30am on zoom 

Weôve been singing with the angels, 
hearing trumpet fanfares, feeling the 
Fatherôs love, sharing his thoughts and 
praying many prayers. The hour on a 
Thursday morning when a few of us get 
together in the Zoom room is always a 
precious hour, we come away 
encouraged, uplifted and with more 
faith and more prayers to pray than 
when we arrived ï and we usually 
arrive with a great expectation. 

The hour is like a springboard, or 
possibly a sounding board, definitely a 
catalyst for our prayers as we share 
scriptures, thoughts, prayer requests, 
words from songs (old and new!), 
questions, concerns and more.  
This is so encouraging because we find 
our seemingly random contributions 
becoming a tapestry of prayer that the 
Holy Spirit is bringing together. 

Over the last few weeks we have 
begun focusing ñSimply on Jesusò by 
reading a few verses that describe 
Jesus. We are learning to give thanks, 
praise and to worship before we bring 
our requests to God. This makes 
praying for an hour a joy, often with 
tears, and usually sets us up to 
continue praying for the rest of the day, 
sometimes the week. 

We regularly pray for our Senior Core 
Team and, for healing around Ashwood 
ï sometimes general and other times 
by name. We often pray for Ashfield, 
our nation and the nations ï we are 
guided by the Holy Spirit. 

Weôd love to welcome you occasionally 
or every week if you are able. We are 
sure you will be encouraged and will 
grow in prayer as a result. Another 
good thing is that you will know youôve 
been with the people of God in the 
Presence of God ï always a great 
combination (in my view!) 

We were thinking one morning in 
Prayer Space about 2 Chronicles 7:14 

ñThen if my people who are called by 
my name will humble themselves and 
pray and seek my face and turn from 
their wicked ways, I will hear from 
heaven and will forgive their sins and 
restore their land.ò 
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Other Prayer Opportunities. 

We are called to pray but we donôt always find it easy to do so ï or at least that 
is my experience. It set me thinking about how we grow in prayer and for me 
praying with others has been a key part of my growth and enjoyment of prayer. 
Prayer Space is one place to pray but there is also Pray First or Touching 
Heaven, New Home for Ashwood and not forgetting the Prayer Rally when 
together on Sunday morning. We pray in LifeGroups, at home or when meeting 
friends.  Letôs take every opportunity to pray. 
Philippians 4:6-7: ñDonôt worry about anything; instead, pray about everything. 
Tell God what you need, and thank him for all he has done. Then you will 
experience Godôs peace, which exceeds anything we can understand. His 
peace will guard your hearts and minds as you live in Christ Jesus.  

Pray First on a Friday morning on 
Zoom from 7.00am-7.30am: 

As itôs on 7am on Zoom, some of us 
arrive in our dressing gowns a bit 
sleepy while others come before 
setting off for work. Either way, we 
leave encouraged to keep praying. We 
often begin our time with thanksgiving 
then move on to welcoming Jesus into 
everyday things and one off events. 
We pray for salvation for people we are 
connecting with, as well as for local, 
national and international issues as the 
Spirit leads us.  

Some people speak out their prayers 
while others quietly pray, there is no 
pressure either way. Itôs not a long time 
but itôs amazing how many prayers get 
prayed and how it sparks us to 
continue praying during the day. 

Touching Heaven, 1
st
 Wednesday of the month, starting at 7.30 

Itôs great to be together in person where worship is a key element of our 
evening. The people of God in the presence of God, lifting up His name over 
Ashwood, Ashfield and beyond. 

Our worship times allow us to set down the pressures and distractions of the 
day (or week) and focus on our Heavenly Father, giving him the thanks, praise 
and honour that he deserves. 
As we do this we find the Holy Spirit meets us afresh, fills us again and then 
leads us to pray. Itôs a place where we can grow together in prayer. 

Janet Wright 

New Home For Ashwood: 

Once a month we meet together for an 
hour to pray over the New Home that 
we long for and are working towards. 
This is an opportunity to hear how 
progress is going from the NHFA team.  
But it is also a time when together we 
soak the project in prayer. Psalm 127:1 
says: "Unless the LORD builds a 
house, the work of the builders is 
wasted." We spend time not only 
speaking out our prayers but listening 
to the Holy Spirit and releasing God's 
word over all that we do.  
Our time together brings 
encouragement and vision and spurs 
us on. We'd love you to come along 
and add your prayers to ours.  
It will be an increasingly important part 
of the time together praying for any 
specific situations.  
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Reflecting on our brilliant 'Wild Jesus' Mini Conference together, there's so 
much for us to take in and process...  

I often find Jesus speaking to me whilst I'm enjoying the rhythms of walking 
and praying... for me it's about making relational connections between our 
physical and spiritual realms in all their complexities by journeying with Jesus 
in the ordinary and often mundane and being led by His Spirit. Jesus taught us 
to: "Watch and Pray..." everyday there are new things to learn and discover. 

It was great to celebrate the Good News of Easter together and now we look 
forward to celebrating Jesus' Ascension and Pentecost; welcoming ALL that 
God's Holy Spirit wants to reveal to us and create in us to be a blessing to our 
communities both local and global. 

Praying Local:  

Whatever our political opinions, let's 
keep on "Watching and praying" for 
our local and national councils and 
government following the recent 
election results. 

I'm so grateful Jesus is enthroned 

forever as King of kings and LORD of 

lords, far above all rule, power and 

dominion. And He always lives to pray 

and intercede for us... This gives us 

confidence as we pray. 

We can connect with: Thy Kingdom 
Come global prayer movement, 
enabling more people to find and 
follow Jesus through our prayers. 
There's lots of inspiration and 
resources available on their website. We can sign up for email 
updates. 

https://www.thykingdomcome.global/ 

Praying Global: ARISE AFRICA - 

is a response to church leaders in 
Africa asking the global Church to 
stand with them in prayer and action 
to see a fresh move of God in Africa. 
For the light of Jesus to overcome the 
pervading darkness of poverty and 
violent oppression. 

As part of ARISE AFRICA the charity 
Open Doors are encouraging 
everyone to sign a petition calling for 
change. This petition is available 
online and on paper. Speak to Dave & 
Christine for more info. or go to this 
Open Doors weblink: 

https://www.opendoorsuk.org/act/
arise-africa/ 

https://www.thykingdomcome.global/
https://www.opendoorsuk.org/act/arise-africa/
https://www.opendoorsuk.org/act/arise-africa/
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LINKS charity in Malawi: 

We give thanks that we were able to 
be part of the recent Ashwood Church 
team visit to Malawi through our 
prayers and giving. We rejoice with 
them for all they experienced, led by 
Sam Walker and Hope Missions team. 

We keep on praying for the ongoing 
impact of their visit praying for: 

¶ The ongoing work of Hope Missions 
teams in Malawi. 

¶ Church leaders who attended the 
leadership character development 
sessions. We pray that the bibles 
they received in their own language 
will be well read and fruitful in their 
lives and the churches they lead. 

¶ The Women Empowerment groups 
who attended sessions addressing 
period poverty and enhancing 
tailoring skills. We pray for the 
Malawi women to continue to 
empower one another in their God 
given calling, gifts and talents.  

¶ SHINE - Community Healthcare 
programme. We pray for the growth 
and fruitfulness of the SHINE 

programme bringing good health 
benefits to communities throughout 
Malawi and beyond. 

¶ Education - interactive training for 
Pre-school and Sunday school 
teachers. We pray God's blessing on 
the teachers as they share God's 
love and care with the children. For 
the children to love learning! 

¶ Youth Ministry through sport 
outreach. We pray that God will 
continue to use sport outreach in 
Malawi to reach and connect with 
many young people.  

Malawi is known as the warm heart of 
Africa... and this was the experience of 
our Ashwood team. We pray that the 
beating heart of God's love will 
overflow from Malawi to surrounding 
countries and back again like blood 
flowing from a warm life giving heart. 

You can read more in this Ashwood 
News and also on this LINKS weblink: 

https://www.links.charity/blog/
connecting-across-continents-
ashwood-churchs-10-day-visit-to-
malawi 

Sam and Links 

Praying for Sam in his travels to visit 
LINKS partners in Africa and beyond. 
May he know God's presence, 
protection and provision always. 

We pray for times of rest and 
restoration to sustain and renew Sam. 
For good health and wellbeing. 

Praying for the ongoing work of the 
Links Africa Hub in Kenya and the 
local partners they connect with. See 
more info on LINKS weblink: 

https://www.links.charity/blog/links
-africa-hub-vision 

Myanmar Earthquake Emergency 
- Prayer and Appeal 

Following the devastating earthquake 
in Myanmar we are called to help and 
pray. We read stories of people 
experiencing God's protection, rescue 
and provision, encouraging them to 
keep believing and trusting God, 
especially where they're also facing 
persecution for their faith. 

https://www.tearfund.org/ 

Myanmar Earthquake Appeal Prayer 
slides 

https://www.opendoorsuk.org/
news/latest-news/myanmar-
earthquake-impact/ 

https://www.links.charity/blog/connecting-across-continents-ashwood-churchs-10-day-visit-to-malawi
https://www.links.charity/blog/connecting-across-continents-ashwood-churchs-10-day-visit-to-malawi
https://www.links.charity/blog/connecting-across-continents-ashwood-churchs-10-day-visit-to-malawi
https://www.links.charity/blog/connecting-across-continents-ashwood-churchs-10-day-visit-to-malawi
https://www.links.charity/blog/links-africa-hub-vision
https://www.links.charity/blog/links-africa-hub-vision
https://www.tearfund.org/
https://www.tearfund.org/-/media/tearfund/files/get-involved/resource-object/myanmar-earthquake-appeal-2025/myanmar-earthquake-appeal-prayer-slides-2025.pdf?_gl=1*13cgmze*_up*MQ..*_gs*MQ..&gclid=Cj0KCQjww-HABhCGARIsALLO6XxoxGm9AOc_V4qrk37t6Ey2fybDJPySMIg-agX3
https://www.tearfund.org/-/media/tearfund/files/get-involved/resource-object/myanmar-earthquake-appeal-2025/myanmar-earthquake-appeal-prayer-slides-2025.pdf?_gl=1*13cgmze*_up*MQ..*_gs*MQ..&gclid=Cj0KCQjww-HABhCGARIsALLO6XxoxGm9AOc_V4qrk37t6Ey2fybDJPySMIg-agX3
https://www.opendoorsuk.org/news/latest-news/myanmar-earthquake-impact/
https://www.opendoorsuk.org/news/latest-news/myanmar-earthquake-impact/
https://www.opendoorsuk.org/news/latest-news/myanmar-earthquake-impact/
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New Home for Ashwood ï 
Continuing to Pray and 
Next Steps 

Praying together 

There are 4 different ways weôre asking 
everyone to join with us in prayer: 

1. Monthly Gatherings 

We plan to meet every month, 8-9pm  
at the Ashwood Centre: 

¶ Thursday 29th May 

¶ Thursday 26th June 

¶ Thursday 24th July 

¶ Thursday 18th September 

2. Fasting Thursdays 

Weôre also encouraging people to 
consider fasting from food on 
ñThursdaysò as we intentionally seek 
God and add extra weight to our 
praying. Fasting demonstrates ñWeôre 
serious and weôre focused.ò 

3. Daily Reminders 

Some people might like to set a daily 
reminder to pray at 20:24 during 2024. 
Using either the prayer below or 
praying using the words from Leviticus 
20:24 which says: But I have promised 
you, óYou will possess their land 
because I will give it to you as your 
possession - a land flowing with milk 
and honey.ô  

God our Father, we give you thanks 
and praise for all that you've done in 
our past and thank you for your 
faithfulness to us over many years.  

We believe that you've called us to be 
a healthy growing church for all ages. 
We believe that you have good plans 
and purposes for our future. 

We believe you have said ñEnlarge the 
place of your dwellingò and itôs time to 
Plan for Growth. 

We pray that you will make it possible 
for us to acquire the land next door, to 
help with our growing church family.  

Thank you in advance for providing all 
the provisions we need! Lord increase 
our faith for this project ï we believe 
you can do it! 

We donôt want to settle for anything 
less than your best for us. Help us to 
think big! Amen 

NHFA Giving 

 

For donations, 
please scan the QR 
code or/and see 
information on the 
page overleaf 

4. Pray the Declaration Prayer: 
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We Have Planning 
Permission! 

Weôre absolutely delighted to let you 
know that planning permission has 
now been granted for our New Home! 
This is a huge answer to prayer and a 
major step forward in the vision God 
has given us. Thank you so much to 
everyone who has been faithfully 
praying and standing with us 
throughout this lengthy process. 

With this milestone reached, our focus 
now shifts to the next phase. The 
NHFA team have begun meeting again 
to plan the journey ahead, and much 

of that will center on the significant 
task of raising the funds needed to 
turn these plans into reality. We know 
it wonôt be easyðbut we also know 
that God is in this, and He will provide. 

Weôll be exploring all possible avenues 
of funding, from grant applications and 
church-wide fundraising efforts to 
inviting individuals and businesses to 
partner with us financially. 

Weôll share more updates soon, but in 
the meantime, please keep praying - 
for wisdom, unity, open doors, and 
continued provision as we take these 
next steps. This is a big moment for 
Ashwood, and weôre so grateful to be 
walking it together as a 
church family. 

With thanks and 
blessings, 

Bob Goody 
On behalf of the NHFA 

Team 

RELEVANT SKILLS / EXPERIENCE  

If you believe you have some relevant experience or skills that could benefit the 
project you can email nhfa@ashwoodchurch.org.uk  

We are unlikely to be able to utilise every offer ï but we would love to hear from 
you if you think you might be able to help. We will compile a directory which we 
can draw on during the lifetime of the project. 

Thanks for all of your encouragement and support! 

ñUnless the Lord Builds the House the builders labour in vainò Psalm 127 

Matt & Claire Bell / Owen Wright / Elaine Torr 

mailto:nhfa@ashwoodchurch.org.uk
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Ashwood LifeGroups 
LifeGroups have always been 
important for maintaining support and 
care and also a place to grow 
spiritually.  

LifeGroups are a committed place in 
Ashwood where you can get to know a 
group of people, share life together 
and support a smaller group of people. 
Itôs also a safe place where we 
encourage one another to be followers 
of Jesus. 

We continue to add new people to our 
groups which is always a great 
pleasure, and is a great way to 
become part of the Ashwood Family. 

If you are new to Ashwood or maybe 
youôve started connecting with us on 
Sundays online, and you would like us 
to introduce you to one of our friendly 
LifeGroups.  
Please email 
admin@ashwoodchurch.org.uk and 
weôll be in touch with you! 

What are LifeGroups all 
about? 

These are the four core values that are 
at the heart of all of our LifeGroups: 

1. WELCOME ï LifeGroups are 
inclusive and a really positive place for 
everyone to ñshare lifeò together. 

2. RELATIONAL ï LifeGroups are a 
place of high commitment where 
people are supported, through trusting, 
open and accountable positive 
relationships. 

3. GROWING ï We believe that the 
Christian life will always include 
spiritual development as we seek to 
become more like Jesus. LifeGroups 
are a great place to do this. 

4. JESUS CENTRED ï We want to be 
a community of people who know the 
truth of Jesus and live by His Spirit. 
Prayer, sharing Godôs word and 
exercising the gifts of the Spirit are all 
part of keeping Jesus unashamedly at 
the centre of all we are about. 

The Bible Course 

In this next season we're planning to run an updated 

version of something called "The Bible Course" ï 

watch out for more details.  It's a course that helps 

us all understand the context and the bible better.  It 

will involve everyone investing in a copy of the 

material ï we plan to subsidise for people too. 
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ñBelonging to Ashwoodò ï Next Sessions 
Sunday 8th June 12-12.45pm after the morning meeting. 

If youôd like to find out what it means to be part of Ashwood ï please join us for 
this short session.  This is the perfect place to ask questions, and hear about 
our vision, values, and mission as a church.  You can also find out how to join a 
LifeGroup or one of our serving teams.  If youôre new to Ashwood or been 
around for a while this is also perfect for you.  You can just turn up or let us 
know youôre coming:  

claire@ashwoodchurch.org.uk or bec@ashwoodchurch.org.uk  

Next Dates: 13
th
 July / 21

st
 Sept / 23

rd
 Nov  

If youôre interested in finding out more about joining a LifeGroup why not come 
along to a Belonging to Ashwood session or get in touch with Bec- 

bec@ashwoodchurch.org.uk ? 

Being part of a lifegroup is a great way to deepen your faith and do life with 
others.  At Ashwood we aim for our lifegroups to be: Welcoming, relational, 
Jesus centred and a place to grow! Lifegroups are such a brilliant place to 
share, grow and learn together, supporting one another in the highs and lows 
of life.  

We hear from Jenny and 
Anthony this month.. 

What is a LifeGroup? What is it for? 
Should I be part of one? What do you 
do there? 

If you are a newcomer to Ashwood 
Church, you may be asking these 
questions. For our church, LifeGroups 
consist of about 12 people, and meet 
fortnightly.   

Anthony and I are part of Martin and 
Mandy's group, with Jono and Beth as 
the other leaders. Our meetings start 
with a drink and a chat, which varies 
from what we've been doing in the 
past two weeks, to someone giving a 
testimony of what God has been doing 
in their life.  We sometimes have video 
content, sometimes explore passages 

from the Bible, and we consider what 
is our response to that. Our group has 
some lively discussions, with everyone 
being given an opportunity to 
contribute. 

Being in a LifeGroup helps you to feel 
you belong to the church. It is an easy 
way to get to know people, and to 
make friends. 
If you want to 
join a 
LifeGroup, 
speak to Bec 
Goody. You 
won't regret 
getting 
involved. 

Jenny and 
Anthony 
James 

mailto:claire@ashwoodchurch.org.uk
mailto:bec@ashwoodchurch.org.uk
mailto:bec@ashwoodchurch.org.uk
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The Gathering Place 

It takes place on the 1
st
 and 3

rd
 Friday in the 

month, 2-4pm at the Ashwood centre.  
As a church weôre always looking for ways to 
ódo life togetherô, to go deeper with one another 
and to provide more opportunities for people to 
mix. 

You may be thinking: ñIs The Gathering Place 
for me?ò There is no set agenda or criteria, there are a variety of people that go, 
different ages, different backgrounds, just playing games, doing craft, drinking 
tea and doing life together. Why not come along?  

Pastoral Visiting Team 

Hey everyone, 

We let you 
know before 
Christmas 
that we have 
recently set 
up a new 
team within 

Ashwood that will be available to visit 
those who are in hospital or chronically 
ill at home. This is primarily for adults 
who are within or connected to the 
church.  

We recognise that our LifeGroups, 
Pastoral Hub and Gathering provide 
the backbone of our Pastoral care 
across the church and this team of 
pastorally gifted people will only 
enhance our support.  

The team will be led by myself and 
includes a variety of people who are 
both trustworthy and compassionate 
and have the capacity to give some 
time to visit those in need on behalf of 
Ashwood Church. The purpose of the 
visit will be to offer encouragement and 
a listening ear, to pray, offer 
communion or anoint with oil ï always 
led by the person being visited. During 
the visit, the person will also be given a 
card from the Ashwood Church family 
to let them know we are 
thinking of them. 

For more information or 
to request a hospital visit 
for yourself or someone 
connected to Ashwood 
Church, please contact 
me at helen@ashwoodchurch.org.uk 

Helen Tomlinson 

mailto:helen@ashwoodchurch.org.uk
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Baptism Sunday - 15
th
 June  

If youôve never been baptised, 
please speak to someone, and 
find out more. 

Our Baptism information 
session is Sunday 1

st
 June 

after the meeting.  Anyone 
welcome to come and find out 
more. We already have a 
number of people interested in 
being baptised.  Could this 
next time be you? 

Please contact your LifeGroup Leader or Youth Leader or email 
admin@aswhoodchurch.org.uk or bec@ashwoodchurch.org.uk to register 
your interest or if you would like to have a conversation. 

Provisional Date for our next Baptism Sunday in 2025 is Sunday 12
th
 October 

Caring for the Carers 

Are you involved in caring for 
someone? A spouse? A sibling? An 
elderly parent or a friend?  

We recognise that within church we 
have a lot of people involved in caring 
for relatives and weôve been thinking 
about how we can support those within 
church that are involved in caring for 
loved ones. Weôre aware that this takes 
a toll and can be draining and that 
chatting with others who are in a 
similar position can be really helpful/
encouraging.  

We have set up a WhatsApp group for 
those involved in caring for loved ones, 
so we can pray/support each other and 
have social get togethers (about every 
few months).  

Caring looks different for each of us, 
some live and care full time for 
someone, for some itôs regularly 
checking in and supporting a loved 
one, but we all share that emotional 
burden of caring for someone. 

Our next meeting is Wednesday 25
th
 

June 7.30pm at ñThe Regentò - why 
not come along? 

If youôre involved in 
caring for someone, 
whatever capacity that 
is, we really encourage 
you to get in touch 
with me and come 
along! 

Bec Goody  

mailto:admin@aswhoodchurch.org.uk
mailto:bec@ashwoodchurch.org.uk

