
March April 2025 

MINI 
CONFERENCE 

With Paul & 
Perrianne B. 

See page 3  

NEW COURSE 
FOR PARENTS 

Help children 
connect with God 

See page 6  

TEAM IN 
MALAWI 

Be part of their 
adventure in prayer 

See page 12 
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Hello Ashwood News Readers! Welcome to our second edition of Ashwood 
News in 2025! We will look back over the last couple of months as well as look 
ahead to things coming up in the life of the church. If youôre new to us, we hope 
you can find what youôre looking for. Feel free to contact us, if we can help you 
further. Thanks for reading!  

What a great start to the 
year!  

A great group of people on Alpha! 
Another wonderful group of people on 
the Marriage Course! And our first 
Baptism Sunday of 2025!  

What a delight to baptise Pete, Josie, 
Obi and Sophie and to hear their 
personal stories and their decision to 
follow Jesus! Inspiring! 

We shared our Vision for the year :  

ñSIMPLY JESUS!!! 

We believe in 2025 that: 

¶ We will learn more about Jesus! 

¶ We will understand more the mind of 
Jesus! 

¶ We will want to live even more FOR 
Jesus! 

¶ We will BECOME more like Jesus! 

¶ We will have a greater passion for 
JESUS! 

¶ We will think more like Jesus! 

¶ We will share even more the story of 
Jesus! 

¶ We will want to love the world .... like 
Jesus...! 

¶ We will fall even more in love with 
Jesus...! AMEN! 

We used one of our very own home-
grown songs (written by Paul) as a 
kind of anthem: 

When I see Jesus I find a world of 
grace 

When I see Jesus I canôt hold back 
my praise 
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When I see Jesus my heart 
begins to sing 

I fall in love again 

(You can listen on Spotify / Apple 
Music or buy a CD if you prefer 
paulbellmusic.bandcamp.com) 

This represents our prayer, our 
hope and our expectation.  
Thank you to everyone who 
encouraged us with your feedback.  
Our goal is to put all the spotlight on 
Jesus and see Him magnified in every 
area of our lives. 

In this next season we 
have much to look 
forward to: 

¶ Weôll be praying for the team 
flying to Malawi in April! We canôt 
all go, but we can all play a part 
in encouraging and praying. 

¶ We have our next Holiday Club 
before Easter, and will join with 
Kirkby Churches for our regular 
Good Friday service on the plaza 
in Kirkby at 11am. 

¶ Our Mini-Conference 2025 will be 
on Saturday 3rd (9.45-3pm) & 
Sunday 4th 
May with our 
great friends 
Paul and 
Perrianne 
Brownback 
from Texas 
USA. Cost is 
only Ã8 - 
Booking details 
coming soon. 

¶ We also 
look forward 
to welcoming 
Jack and 
Trish 
Groblewski 
on Saturday 
24th May for a 
Transformed 

Worship Special and also with us on 
the Sunday morning. (25 May)  
Please add to your calender now! 

At the time of writing,  

we are celebrating the 121 volunteers 
who serve across all of our teams in 

Ashwood! What an incredible number! 
This includes 25 people who joined in 
the last year. What a privilege to be 
part of this special volunteer army! 
We appreciate and are grateful for 
every single person! Thank you for all 
you do to sacrificially serve and give 
your; time, energy and 
talents! We are 
tremendously grateful! 

 
Matt Bell 

Senior Leader  Ashwood 
Church 

paulbellmusic.bandcamp.com
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New Home for Ashwood ï 
Continuing to Pray and 
Next Steps 

Praying together 

There are 4 different ways weôre asking 
everyone to join with us in prayer: 

1. Monthly Gatherings 

We plan to meet every month, 8-9pm  
at the Ashwood Centre: 

¶ Thursday 27th March 

¶ Thursday 24th April 

¶ Thursday 29th May 

¶ Thursday 26th June 

2. Fasting Thursdays 

Weôre also encouraging people to 
consider fasting from food on 
ñThursdaysò as we intentionally seek 
God and add extra weight to our 
praying. Fasting demonstrates ñWeôre 
serious and weôre focused.ò 

3. Daily Reminders 

Some people might like to set a daily 
reminder to pray at 20:24 during 2024. 
Using either the prayer below or 
praying using the words from Leviticus 
20:24 which says: But I have promised 
you, óYou will possess their land 
because I will give it to you as your 
possession - a land flowing with milk 
and honey.ô  

God our Father, we give you thanks 
and praise for all that you've done in 
our past and thank you for your 
faithfulness to us over many years.  

We believe that you've called us to be 
a healthy growing church for all ages. 
We believe that you have good plans 
and purposes for our future. 

We believe you have said ñEnlarge the 
place of your dwellingò and itôs time to 
Plan for Growth.  

We pray that you will make it possible 
for us to acquire the land next door, to 
help with our growing church family.  

Thank you in advance for providing all 
the provisions we need! Lord increase 
our faith for this project ï we believe 
you can do it! 

We donôt want to settle for anything 
less than your best for us. Help us to 
think big! Amen 

NHFA Giving 

 

For donations, 
please scan the QR 
code or/and see 
information on the 
page overleaf 

4. Pray the Declaration Prayer: 
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We are still praying  
¶ ...for planning permission to be 
granted very soon. 

¶ ...for Godôs favour on the people 
owning the land next door and their 
willingness to sell it to us. 

¶ ..for Ashwood Church to find a good 
temporary home between knocking 
the old building down and building 
the new. 

¶ ...for Godôs favour on Ashwood 
Church to keep us strong and 
growing in the ñhomelessò phase. 

¶ ...for funding to be found quickly 

¶ é for amazing contractors who will 
do a fantastic job. 

¶ ...for our customers to find good 
solutions in the ñno venueò time. 

RELEVANT SKILLS / EXPERIENCE  

If you believe you have some relevant experience or skills that could benefit the 
project you can email nhfa@ashwoodchurch.org.uk  

We are unlikely to be able to utilise every offer ï but we would love to hear from 
you if you think you might be able to help. We will compile a directory which we 
can draw on during the lifetime of the project. 

Thanks for all of your encouragement and support! 

ñUnless the Lord Builds the House the builders labour in vainò Psalm 127 

Matt & Claire Bell / Owen Wright / Elaine Torr 

mailto:nhfa@ashwoodchurch.org.uk
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New Parenting Course 

We are launching a new course that is 
designed for anyone who wants to 
invest in the spirituality of the children 
in their lives. Parents, grandparents, 
godparents, and those involved in 
serving in our Earthshakers teams. 

This course has been developed by 
BRF ministries and has some brilliant 
tools to enable you to develop, 
encourage, strengthen and deepen 
your childôs connection with God, 

through things like óchat and catchô, 
encouraging children to chat to God 
and ócatchô what Heôs saying to them.  

This course is primarily aimed for 
those who have children aged  
0-12years. This could transform the 
way your child connects with Jesus
-why not sign up? What a wonderful 
way to invest some time to see the 
children in your life transformed by the 
love of Jesus, regardless of where 
they are on their faith journey!  

bec@ashwoodchurch.org.uk 

mailto:bec@ashwoodchurch.org.uk
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Please continue to pray for our  
Alpha course .  

Our last session will be on 1st April. 

The Marriage Course 

The marriage course has 
come at a really 
wonderful time for us. As 
we prepare to welcome 
our first child, itôs given 
us the space to work on 
things such as 

communication. The course is really 
well led, with delicious pudding served 
each week. 

Charis and Matt Sutherland 

Book here: https://
www.alivechurch.org.uk/event-details/
astonished-25?
fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTEAAR1t
KHcar9WK0K8mBV09bg9DPWeAho
nmlKMqsfRa9l47SeRpSLjj4Rt5yyA_a
em_ZKbRoIVP3VIlHKHCkwu7Wg 

Groundlevel Menôs Conference in Lincoln 
28th-29th March 

Our next FiC course will start in 
September. For more info, see 

https://www.ficm.org.uk/discipleship
-course 

To book: bec@ashwoodchurch.org.uk 

https://www.alivechurch.org.uk/event-details/astonished-25?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTEAAR1tKHcar9WK0K8mBV09bg9DPWeAhonmlKMqsfRa9l47SeRpSLjj4Rt5yyA_aem_ZKbRoIVP3VIlHKHCkwu7Wg
https://www.alivechurch.org.uk/event-details/astonished-25?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTEAAR1tKHcar9WK0K8mBV09bg9DPWeAhonmlKMqsfRa9l47SeRpSLjj4Rt5yyA_aem_ZKbRoIVP3VIlHKHCkwu7Wg
https://www.alivechurch.org.uk/event-details/astonished-25?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTEAAR1tKHcar9WK0K8mBV09bg9DPWeAhonmlKMqsfRa9l47SeRpSLjj4Rt5yyA_aem_ZKbRoIVP3VIlHKHCkwu7Wg
https://www.alivechurch.org.uk/event-details/astonished-25?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTEAAR1tKHcar9WK0K8mBV09bg9DPWeAhonmlKMqsfRa9l47SeRpSLjj4Rt5yyA_aem_ZKbRoIVP3VIlHKHCkwu7Wg
https://www.alivechurch.org.uk/event-details/astonished-25?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTEAAR1tKHcar9WK0K8mBV09bg9DPWeAhonmlKMqsfRa9l47SeRpSLjj4Rt5yyA_aem_ZKbRoIVP3VIlHKHCkwu7Wg
https://www.alivechurch.org.uk/event-details/astonished-25?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTEAAR1tKHcar9WK0K8mBV09bg9DPWeAhonmlKMqsfRa9l47SeRpSLjj4Rt5yyA_aem_ZKbRoIVP3VIlHKHCkwu7Wg
https://www.alivechurch.org.uk/event-details/astonished-25?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTEAAR1tKHcar9WK0K8mBV09bg9DPWeAhonmlKMqsfRa9l47SeRpSLjj4Rt5yyA_aem_ZKbRoIVP3VIlHKHCkwu7Wg
https://www.ficm.org.uk/discipleship-course
https://www.ficm.org.uk/discipleship-course
mailto:bec@ashwoodchurch.org.uk
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11am Kirkby Plaza 

We will join with the 
churches in Kirkby again 
this year to remember the 
powerful events of Good 
Friday and to worship 
together. This year we 
have a special guest 
speaker ï Keith Dolding 
who will give the 
message. 

We are also invited to join 
St Thomas church for a 
family service at 9.30am 
followed by hot cross 
buns before walking up to 
the plaza. 

Our friends at 
7Côs Church in 
Kirkby invite us 
to be involved 
in a special 
outreach day 
they have 
planned on 
Saturday 10th 
May. See 
details on the 
right: 

You can join 
them for any of 
the meetings 
during the day, 
but especially 
in the evening 
when they have 
a celebration 
event (hosted 
in the Ashwood 
Centre) at 7pm. 
Further details 
on the left 

Invitation from 7Côs Church 

Good Friday Service - 18th April 
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Opportunities to pray 
TOGETHER: 

We believe prayer is so important in 
the life of Ashwood. If you consider 
yourself part of our Ashwood Family ï 
please find ways of joining with us to 
pray. 

ñPrayer Rallyò  
Every Sunday morning 9.50am  
at the Ashwood Centre before the 
meeting 

ñPray Firstò  
Fridays 7.00-7.30am on Zoom* 

ñPrayer Spaceò  
Thursdays 9.30 -10.30am on Zoom*  

ñTouching Heavenò  
Please join us! Everyone welcome! 
The people of God in the Presence of 
God.  
2nd April, 7th May and 4th June 

ñPrayer for the New Home for 
Ashwoodò  
Thurs 24th April, 29th May and 26th June  

TRANSFORMED 
WORSHIP NIGHTS 

2025 
Sunday Evenings 7pm. 

Letôs gather together to worship and 
to press in to all that God has for us! 
Join us for a night of praise, worship 
and seeking God. And make sure you 
have the other dates for 2025!  
On these evenings we gather together 
to worship, recognising that as we do 
that we can be transformed in Godôs 
presence. We often find ourselves 
praying for a fresh in-filling of the Holy 
Spirit and praying for those who need 
a touch from God.  

SAT 24
th
 May with special guests 

Jack and Trish Groblewski! 

Future Dates: 21
st
 Sept / 23

rd
 Nov  

*For Zoom meetings, find details on 

your weekly email. 
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Pray Local and Global 
On the first day of spring, 1st March, I 
went for a prayer walk in the beeootiful 
sunshine, feeling dead tired and 
needing revival! On my walk I passed 
some flowers on Kirkby Station bridge 
with the name 'Joshua'... my thoughts 
went from Joshua to Yeshua to Jesus, 
all meaning: The LORD Saves! I 
started singing the song: 'Love can 
build a bridge between your heart and 
mine...' a little further on as I passed 
the wasteland opposite ALDI I saw a 
few Daffodils growing and flourishing 
when all around the land looked dead. 
Life and colour flourishing on barren 
land. "Come LORD Jesus come." 

As we pray for our local communities 
and local Church in the community let's 
be open to God speaking to us as we 
journey. Lent is seen by many as a 
journey with Jesus through the 40 
wilderness days before celebrating 
Easter together. 

We pray that those areas of our 
churches and communities that appear 
dead or barren will grow and flourish in 
the new life and colour Jesus brings to 
us.  

We pray that God's Love will continue 

to build bridges between us, our 

neighbours, local communities and 

churches together. I hear Jesus saying, 

"Watch and pray with me..." 

Releasing children from  
poverty:  

Compassion in Jesus' name. 

We've been encouraged to sponsor 
children through the amazing work of  
for over 30 years. We have found the 

relationships we build through letter writing are so rewarding and demonstrate a 
way that Love can build a bridge across the world, through the local Church. 

We pray for our children and young people to grow and flourish in their 
knowledge and understanding of Jesus... to find and follow Jesus for 
themselves... knowing that a relationship with Jesus transforms every area of 
our lives because Jesus is making ALL THINGS NEW! 

We're happy to share our experiences and You can find out more about the 
work of https://www.compassionuk.org/ on their website. 

https://www.compassionuk.org/
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LINKS charity and  
Sam Walker: 

It's so good to have Sam with us in 
Ashwood Church when he's in the UK. 
On Sunday 2nd March Sam shared 
what God has put in his heart, some of 
his vision for this year and an update 
on what's happening through the 
LINKS Africa Hub and African partners. 

We pray for Sam as he travels with Joe 
Gisbey to America and Colombia 
before going to Malawi in April to 
prepare to welcome our Ashwood team 
arriving on 6th April. We cover them all 
in prayer for protection, good health 
and fruitfulness everywhere they go... 
seeing God's Kingdom come more and 
more. Love can and is building bridges 
through LINKS charity and local church 
partnerships around the 
world, bringing flourishing 
and making all things new. 

Pray for Links 
Africa, Sam and 
Malawi: 

¶ Pray for Sam Walker 
and Joe Gisbey 
connections and visits in 
the whole month of 
March to churches and 
partnerships in the 
Americas: mainly the 
USA and Colombia. 

¶ Pray for the Links Africa Hub, the 
team there and the community, 
protection and wisdom, as Sam is 
away from the site. 

¶ Pray for the Ashwood Malawi team 
who head to Malawi on 5th April to 
work with Hope Missions in training 
and resourcing 
(details pls see 
next page). 

¶ Pray for Annie 
and the Hope 
Missions team 
as they 
prepare for the 
Ashwood team's arrival and that the 
training is with the right people and is 
a timely impact to their communities.  

¶ Pray for Malawi as it struggles 
economically with the value of its 
currency and the potential difficult 
harvest season approaching. 

¶ Pray for the persecuted church in 
places like the Democratic Republic 
of Congo and Nigeria, that God's 
grace is sufficient for their needs and 

the Good News of 
Jesus is preached 
more courageously 
and with power, 
protection and 
peace. 

Dave Redfern 
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Sat 5th April ï Wed 16th April 

Iôm sure most, if not all of us have a 
growing sense of excitement, and 
nerves as the date gets closer. We are 
jabbed up, passports sorted, and anti 
malaria meds purchased. 

We had the opportunity to meet with 
Annie and Francis from Hope Missions 
online, and spend time with Sam whilst 
he was in Kirkby. These meetings 
helped us to get a clearer picture of 
what is awaiting us.  

We know that there will be people who 
would like to pray us through our 
adventure so here is a brief itinerary: 

Sat 5
th 
We leave Heathrow at 9.00pm - 

Arriving in Malawi Sunday afternoon, 
with time to rest and gather ourselves! 

Mon 7
th 
We meet the Hope team, visit 

a village and orientation time. 

Tue 8
th
/ Wed 9

th 
and Thur 10

th
 am: we 

split into two training groups to either 
work alongside a Women's 
Empowerment group or train church 
leaders. 

Thur 10
th 
afternoon we will travel along 

a very bumpy pot-holey road for a 
couple of days on safari. It would be 
rude not to see the wildlife when in 
Malawi. 

Sun 13
th
 we go to church! Some of us 

are taking pre meeting Bible studies, 
and Matt is preaching. Then, in the 
afternoon, we will visit the farm that 

Ashwood has supported over many 
years now. 

Mon 14
th
 and Tue15

th
 we will be in 

different groups again, 

some of us will be visiting a nursery/
primary school. 

There will be sports outreach and some 
community health training too. 

Wed 16
th
 it's time for sad goodbyes 

before setting off for the airport to fly 
back to the UK, arriving home 
sometime on Thur 17

th
! 

We would love you to pray for  

¶ All our travelling. 
¶ Good relationships between 
ourselves, (we are a lovely diverse 
group) and with the Hope Team.  

¶ Wisdom when we are training people 
and as we prepare.  

¶ All those people who will be 
attending the training: that they will 
know God's love for them first and 
foremost and that they will go away 
feeling empowered to move 
forwards.  

¶ And for lots and lots of fun.! 

We have these plans but know that 
they will change even 
when we are there. As 
Pastor Francis says: 

'Blessed are the 
flexible for they shall 
not break!' 

Christine Redfern 
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ñBelonging to Ashwoodò ï Next Sessions 
Sunday 27th April 12-12.45pm after the morning meeting. 

If youôd like to find out what it means to be part of Ashwood ï please join us for 
this short session. This is the perfect place to ask questions, and hear about our 
vision, values, and mission as a church. You can also find out how to join a 
LifeGroup or one of our serving teams.  

If youôre new to Ashwood or been around for a while this is also perfect for you. 
You can just turn up or let us know youôre coming 
claire@ashwoodchurch.org.uk or bec@ashwoodchurch.org.uk 

Next Date: 8
th
 June  

Menôs breakfast... 

...continues every Thursday morning 9:30 -
11:00. There is a new menu and the 
breakfasts are a reasonable price. Anton had 
a small breakfast last week and enjoyed it. We 
have had an increase of men over the last few 
weeks, which is great.  

It will be nearly three years this summer since 
we started Meeting at The Regent. Praise God 
for the friendship and relationships which have 
forged as we have prayed, debated and seen 
men come closer and support one another. 
This venture quietly meets with 
no agenda albeit to honour and 
ask God to be present in a 
public space with men. He has 
been more than faithful to that 
and brings along whoever 
comes. Itôs really amazing week 
on week. Thank you Jesus.  

Robin Isterling 

mailto:claire@ashwoodchurch.org.uk
mailto:bec@ashwoodchurch.org.uk
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Ashwood LifeGroups 
LifeGroups have always been 
important for maintaining support and 
care and also a place to grow 
spiritually.  

LifeGroups are a committed place in 
Ashwood where you can get to know a 
group of people, share life together 
and support a smaller group of people. 
Itôs also a safe place where we 
encourage one another to be followers 
of Jesus. 

We continue to add new people to our 
groups which is always a great 
pleasure, and is a great way to 
become part of the Ashwood Family. 

If you are new to Ashwood or maybe 
youôve started connecting with us on 
Sundays online, and you would like us 
to introduce you to one of our friendly 
LifeGroups.  
Please email 
admin@ashwoodchurch.org.uk and 
weôll be in touch with you! 

What are LifeGroups all 
about? 

These are the four core values that are 
at the heart of all of our LifeGroups: 

1. WELCOME ï LifeGroups are 
inclusive and a really positive place for 
everyone to ñshare lifeò together. 

2. RELATIONAL ï LifeGroups are a 
place of high commitment where 
people are supported, through trusting, 
open and accountable positive 
relationships. 

3. GROWING ï We believe that the 
Christian life will always include 
spiritual development as we seek to 
become more like Jesus. LifeGroups 
are a great place to do this. 

4. JESUS CENTRED ï We want to be 
a community of people who know the 
truth of Jesus and live by His Spirit. 
Prayer, sharing Godôs word and 
exercising the gifts of the Spirit are all 
part of keeping Jesus unashamedly at 
the centre of all we are about. 
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Being part of a LifeGroup is a great way to deepen your faith and do life with 
others. LifeGroups are small groups that meet together fortnightly to share life 
and support one another. At Ashwood we aim for our LifeGroup to be: 
Welcoming, relational, Jesus centered and a place to grow! LifeGroups are 
such a brilliant place to share, develop and learn together, supporting one 
another in the highs and lows of life.  

If youôre interested in finding out more about joining a LifeGroup why not come 
along to a Belonging to Ashwood session or get in touch with Bec- 

bec@ashwoodchurch.org.uk ? 

Relaxed atmosphere 

I joined Bec 
and Bobôs 
LifeGroup late 
last summer 
because it 
offered a way to 
get to know 
new people and 
make friends. 
This small 
group has a 
relaxed and 
informal 
atmosphere 
which 
encourages each of us to converse 
and pray together. 

Sharing as much or as little as each 
person is comfortable with, gives the 
comfort of knowing you have support 
from your church family if itôs needed. 
Praying together as a group gives a 
feeling of strength and hope in all 

kinds of stories that we share. 

I havenôt attended 
Church for many 
years and then I 
started spending time 
at Cafe 22. My friend 
Chris who already 
visited the cafe said 
she would like to 
begin attending 
Church, so I went 
along with her.  

I would encourage 
anyone to join the 
Church and also a 
LifeGroup and it adds 

a feeling of faith, hope 
and support and 
acceptance to 
everyone. 

 

Betty Robinson 

 

Betty joined a Lifegroup a few months 
ago and shares her experience: 

mailto:bec@ashwoodchurch.org.uk

