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Ma�’s Message 

Hi Ashwood News Readers! 

Welcome to our second edi�on of our bi-monthly news 

update.  This is the place where we aim to provide 

updates, informa�on, encouragement and reflec�on on 

what’s been happening in Ashwood Church.  Happy Reading! 

What a difference a few days makes!  At the )me of wri)ng (at least!) we have had 

some beau)ful bright skies, a li$le more warmth outside, lighter evenings.... and 

many snowdrop pictures on social media!! 

We con)nue to see the steady, but effec)ve progress of the vaccine rollout across 

the country (I know quite a number of you have had yours already!) and the 

tenta)ve roadmap towards lockdown easing – for which most of us are very much 

looking forward to! However, we’re not there yet, and we've learnt over the last year 

that pa)ence and resilience are great quali)es for us to develop and pursue! 

We also con)nue to cheer YOU on! Especially all frontline workers, who are very 

aware that the challenges aren’t over yet – working hard to keeping everything going 

and keeping us all safe!  Thank you!  And a special men)on to the parents and carers 

who once again had to become “teachers” – and to all the children and young people 

who had to exchange the classroom and playground for the dining room/lounge and 

garden again! We salute you!! You are heroes!! Well done for geEng through the 

start of this year!! 

And of course now isn’t the )me to give up!! Experienced marathon 

runners oFen describe hiEng “the wall” at around 20 miles in the race. 

Everything within suggests it’s too difficult to carry on – it’s where 

discipline and determina)on have to override the feelings and the 

physical message from the body to simply give up! Maybe you’re at the 

point where you need discipline and determina)on, (and the assistance 

of Holy Spirit!) to get you over the line!  (Wherever the line might 

eventually be!) 

The apostle Paul gave some similar advice wri)ng to Chris)ans in Rome:  

“Don’t burn out; keep yourselves fuelled and aflame. Be alert servants of the Master, 

cheerfully expectant. Don’t quit in hard !mes; pray all the harder.”  

Romans 12:11-13 

Let’s do just that and con)nue to spur each other on too! We look forward to the day 

when we can be together again, of course we want to do everything to keep one 

another safe, as well as recognising that we were all made for connec)on, friendship 

or to use a “bible” word – fellowship! We’ll keep you posted as we develop our plans 

for mee)ng again. In the mean)me let’s remain commi$ed to gathering our kids in 
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Zones, our young people in the various Elevate 

ac)vi)es, our LifeGroups for adults and of 

course our online Sunday Services with our 

Coffee Zoom room s)ll con)nuing whilst we 

can’t put a real drink in your hand!! 

If you’ve been following our Sunday services, 

you will have heard us speak about what we 

believe God is saying to us in 2021. You will 

also have seen our Ashwood Garden image 

(+magnet) – with just one view of a Garden, 

with people of different ages, working, playing, res)ng, enjoying, safety, there’s fruit, 

there’s flowers, there’s life and colour and flourishing….! Can you see it!? Already 

people are catching this sense of what God is crea)ng – and it’s beau)ful and it’s 

wonderful!! And it’s growing right now during our current circumstance. It reminded 

me of the picture that Ezekiel the prophet saw with the river flowing from the 

temple (chapter 47) and wherever the river flowed there was life. Salty waters were 

made pure, fish arrived in the fresh water, and fruit trees grew alongside the river, 

with leaves that never turned brown and always fruit on the branches. In the vision it 

was like there was freshness and fruit where there shouldn’t have been, kind of 

unexpected. Well, it may seem unexpected, but we believe that this is a prophe)c 

picture for us as church, that we (which includes YOU!) will flourish even in this 

difficult season. 

Our online Alpha course con)nues, as does our online 

marriage course – both places we pray for flourishing.  

As we look ahead, we’re looking forward to celebra)ng 

Easter in a few weeks’ )me – always a highlight in the 

Chris)an calendar as we remember the events that led to 

the death, burial and resurrec)on of Jesus – it never gets 

old! We will celebrate!  And we want everyone to know!   

Go ahead and checkout our new website! Going live 8th March! Huge thanks to the 

team who have worked so hard to pull everything together over the last 9 months or 

so! It looks great and we really hope it helps people find what they need! 

Finally, thank you to everyone who prayed for our family during January aFer we 

tested posi)ve for Covid.  We were so grateful for the messages of support and also 

those who brought round Fish and Chips and Ben and Jerrys ice cream!!  We’re all 

feeling fit and well now and looking forward to seeing everyone when we can! We 

con)nue to pray for those who have tested posi)ve. 

We love you and we’re praying for you! 

Matt Bell 
Senior Leader Ashwood Church 
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New Home for Ashwood Project Update—Please Pray! 

As we consider the story of Nehemiah – we’re reminded of the building project that 

he undertook to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem. If you’ve been around Ashwood for a 

while you will be aware that we have an ongoing building project of our own. We 

know we need a larger building that is fit for our future needs as a church and also as 

a place we can serve our community. Our “New Home for Ashwood Team” con)nue to 

work in the background helping us to prepare. In March we have a mee)ng with 

Ashfield District Council to discuss the development of the Ashwood Centre site and 

how that fits with the wider town plan. Please pray for us as we have this 

conversa)on. 

We have a vision to see the Ashwood Centre grow as a resource for the Church and 

Community.  We want it to be: 

A Place with God’s Presence.  A Safe Space.   

A Place for Learning.  A Home.   

Together, we can achieve this vision through…  Prayer 

Awesome Father, we thank You for the vision for this new building.  

Thank You for being Jehovah Jireh, the One who will provide all the resources  

we need to complete this project. Thank You for giving our leaders and building 

project team wisdom, discernment and favour as this project progresses.  

By faith, may favour surround this project and may we have good success  

with local government agencies, the legal and banking communi)es and  

every en)ty associated with the comple)on of this project.  

Father, we are confident that the new facility will be completed  

because You have begun this good work. S)r up faith in  

Ashwood Church so that we will walk by faith and not  

by sight and support this building vision through  

our giving, service and prayers.  

Lord, I commit to praying diligently for this project.  

News from Malawi 

We haven’t got a report this month as Sam Walker is 

recovering from COVID—we send him our love and 

prayers.   We have heard that Malawi has received it’s 

first batch of vaccines for key workers —lets pray that 

it is used well.   
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New Church Website 

Launch!! 

Over the last few months we’ve 

been working to upgrade and 

improve our church website. We 

hope you like it!!  

It’s a great place for guests to 

discover what they need to know 

about us, and hopefully answer 

many of the ques)ons they have.  

It’s also a great place for our Church 

family to find dates, updates and 

also some of our Sunday messages.  

Huge thanks to the team of people 

who have worked so hard to bring 

everything together! Please check it 

out and let us have any feedback! 

 

 

Back in the Building! 

We don’t have a )meline yet for being back together, mee)ng in the Ashwood 

Centre. But we know that it will take some re-adjustment when we do. Of course, we 

want to ensure everyone’s safety across all genera)ons, we also want to create the 

welcoming environment that is so important to us. 

As we start to consider being together, we will need to relaunch many of our team 

ac)vi)es. If you are part of one of our teams we’d love you to start thinking about 

preparing to serve again as lockdown gradually begins to ease. We may need to add 

people to the wonderful teams who serve in many different ways. If you would like 

to be part of one of our teams then look out for details of how you could get 

involved. Or email admin@ashwoodchurch.org.uk 

and we can put you in touch with the team leader. 

Hospitality (Sundays) / Worship / Zones (Kids) / 

Seesaw (Toddler Group) / Café 22 / Storehouse 

(Foodbank) Centre Cleaning Team / Elevate (Young 

people) 

Matt and Claire Bell 
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Choose the World you Want—

Fairtrade Fortnight 2021 

"CHOOSE THE WORLD YOU WANT..." is the focus for 

Fairtrade Fortnight 2021 

It seems to me that this fits well with our Ashwood focus for this year so why limit it 

to a fortnight? In fact, AWAKE, REPENT, REBUILD, FLOURISH is an ancient path of 

enlightenment that runs throughout our Bibles and history... Jesus came to fulfil it! 

So tell me this, why do we send a space mission to Mars in search of water while 785 

million people worldwide s)ll don't have clean water? 

Millions of people across the globe who provide us with our food and fashion are on 

the front line of the climate emergency. They’re trapped in an unfair trading system 

that will only drive us further into crisis. 

But crucially, together, we can s)ll win a be$er future.  

Just what does it take for us to choose the world God wants? God loved the world so 

much that He gave... what do we love so much that we're willing to give... to make 

the world a be$er place for everyone to live, to build back be$er from this global 

pandemic and Climate Emergency. We can plant our 

mustard seeds of faith and start small... let's start 

with ONE THING... Jesus said, "...Only ONE thing is 

needed..." Today and now is all I have to CHOOSE 

THE WORLD I WANT.  Let's CHOOSE Fair Trade. 

Dave and Christine Redfern 

Joyce says Hello 

Joyce Fitzgerald (now aged 98) lived in Huthwaite un)l her son, Barry, died. She 

then moved to Kings Lynn to be near to her other son, Peter. We keep in regular 

contact and she asked to say “hello to all at Ashwood who remember her.” 

Printer ink 

Garry Pilkington says: I had to scrap a printer some weeks ago and had a supply of 

ink cartridges for it which do not fit the new printer I bought. If any one has a printer 

(or knows of any one who has) that takes Epson 26XL cartridges I have a full set and 

a couple of extra ones as well! Please contact me on 07505969799.  

June Mar�n has passed on some cartridges that she can no longer use.  There are 

two one Black and one tri-colour HP Instant Ink 67/305.  If you could use these let 

Janet know 07984 066810 
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 Jus�ce Group  

The Ashwood Jus!ce Group meets quarterly to encourage 

each other, discuss, campaign and pray for jus!ce issues 

locally, na!onally and abroad.  

God and Climate  

This Autumn leaders from around the world will be mee)ng here in the United 

Kingdom for the UN Climate Change Conference, postponed from 2020. Leaders will 

be discussing progress from the 2015 Paris Agreement, where countries commi$ed 

to keeping global temperature increases below 2C. In the lead up to this event, the 

Ashwood Jus)ce Group wanted to raise awareness of Climate Change as a Jus)ce 

Issue.  

Our God and Climate Event which was 

postponed in January is now rescheduled for 

Wednesday 10th March.  Zoe Bell will be 

leading us in a talk about how the bible links 

in with climate and how we can be good 

stewards of our world. There will also be 

some facts about Climate Change, as well as 

prac)cal ways you can make a difference. This 

event is for anyone, from those who don’t know much about climate change to those 

who already have an interest. This event will take place via Zoom, if you would like 

the link please email Roanne at roanne@ashwoodchurch.org.uk.  

Key dates :   God and Climate—Wednesday 10th March  

Next Jus�ce Group Mee�ng—Tuesday 7th April  

Sunday Service with a focus on Climate—Sunday 30th May  

Roanne Torr 

Terracycle update  

We would usually collect Terracycle items on the first Sunday 

of every month but that is unfortunately not possible at the 

moment. If you’d like to drop your items off the best )me to 

do this is just before Foodbank at 12:30pm on a Tuesday. If this 

is not possible please contact admin@ashwoodchurch.org.uk to find a suitable )me 

to drop them at the Ashwood Centre.  

Crisp packets  Sweet wrappers  Biscuit/cracker wrappers  

Please box or bag your items separately and label them clearly.  

Crisp packets need to be laid flat and not scrunched up. Thank you!  
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 Prayer in Ashwood  

Prayer underpins everything we do, personally and as 

Ashwood Church, and is a priority for us individually, 

with our friends, in LifeGroups and when Ashwood 

meets together.   

 Touching Heaven 

8.00-9.00pm Wednesday 7th April   

& Wednesday 5th May   

….live on Ashwood Church Facebook page 

We believe that if we are to grow and thrive as individuals we have to create space 

and welcome the input of the Holy Spirit in our lives.  As a church we place great 

value on God’s presence, and  Touching Heaven is our monthly opportunity to be 

together to welcome the presence of God into our lives. 

Perrianne Brownback encouraged us in February to “maximise your )me in the 

presence of God.” Touching Heaven is a wonderful opportunity for us to do that. 

In a year of going Deeper – we believe that Touching Heaven has a significant part to 

play for you personally but also us corporately.  Let’s press in and see a 

breakthrough.  We know some)mes people say “I didn’t feel like coming” But I came 

and it was a great decision! Some)mes just turning up is part of the breakthrough!  

Let’s do it for our sake but also the sake of the Kingdom! 

Matt Bell 

Prayer for the Na�on  

Over the month of February we joined with churches 

around the UK to pray over the pandemic. As the UK 

reached the grim milestone of 100,000 deaths the 

Archbishop invited churches to call on God in prayer at 

6pm every day in 

February.   

February may be over 

but we con)nue to pray 

fervently and with hope that this pandemic would 

come to an end.  

More than ever,  

this is a !me when we need to love each 

other. Prayer is an expression of love.  
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Prayer Space — Thursday 9.30-10.45am 
A smallish group of folks meet on zoom for an hour or 

so to pray for Ashwood, our community and our na)on 

on a Thursday morning.  We gather in God’s presence 

to worship, share our thoughts and ours and others 

needs.  We listen for the Holy Spirit’s guidance and 

then we pray.  

Last )me we met a few of us shared how we were 

feeling, or had felt weary and overwhelmed but as we 

shared and prayed our spirits were liFed and our focus went out into the Ashwood 

family, then into the NHS for con)nued protec)on, for those feeling exhausted to be 

strengthened and refreshed and for those who are struggling with fear.   

Someone said they could see "well-being on the horizon", what a hopeful picture.  It 

reminded us of these words in Isaiah: 10-11  Just as rain and snow descend from the 

skies and don't go back un!l they've watered the earth, Doing their work of making 

things grow and blossom, producing seed for farmers and food for the hungry,  

So will the words that come out of my mouth not come back empty-handed. They'll 

do the work I sent them to do, they'll complete the assignment I gave them.  

We might not yet see the result of God's word before us but it is coming.  Let's hold 

on to what he has said, lets thank him for what he is doing and let's con)nue to pray 

for one another, for our communi)es, for those who for our government. 

We next meet on: Thursday 18th March, Thursday 1st and 15th April   

Janet Wright 

For link or more informa)on contact: janet@ashwoodchurch.org.uk  07984 066810 

 

 

Lockdown Reflec�ons 

Lockdown!  Who would have thought 

We'd be in & out for over a year ? 

We've all bought on-line! 

Will the High Street ever be the same? 

Alas a reduced version. 

So many businesses going under, 

Little Wonder.... 

Life has changed and so have we, 

hoping for a fairer society. 

Lord help us to think globally. 

Love God's creation and your neighbour. 

Think of the needy. 

Don't be greedy. 

Show God's love - Blaze it out with light 

Don't leave it out of sight ; Shine bright 

Joan  Tomlinson  
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Pastoral Hub 
As Janet men)oned in the last Ashwood News, she heads up our Pastoral Hub, 

whose aim is to see everyone in Ashwood encouraged and cared for and to 

encourage everyone in Ashwood to be part of that caring process.  As part of the 

Hub, it is such a privilege to journey alongside people, walking with them (spiritually/

emo)onally and physically) in the highs and lows of life.   

God has really been challenging me to balance both siEng with people in their 

sadness, empathizing and deeply listening, whilst also encouraging them to press 

forward and step out into their God given poten)al!  

At Ashwood we want to see people grow, flourish and be released into all that God 

has called them to.  Whilst this is a difficult season for all of us, and especially difficult 

for some, we know that God is s)ll working and his love will never fail us. 

As we are exploring the book of Nehemiah, I have felt God promp)ng me to think 

about what walls can we rebuild in others’ lives?  Are there rela)onships that have 

broken down?  Hopes we have given up on?  Spiritual giFs we have stopped 

exercising? How can we rebuild our own walls and those of others? 

We know that our LifeGroups are a key source of pastoral care and 

encouragement, a place where we can openly share or ask for help. 

Many LifeGroups are regularly checking up on one another, 

dropping by li$le giFs, sending prayers and messages to others. 

Lots of ‘doorstep conversa)ons’ are taking place to make sure 

everyone feels connected.  Aren’t we blessed to be part of such a 

deeply loving church family? 

But within that, let’s make sure that we are all being INTENTIONAL, it can be so easy 

to assume that someone else will message that person, or remember to pray, but 

each one of us has such a valuable role to play!  

You may feel overwhelmed with life yourself, and the thought of caring for others 

may seem too much, but Paul encourages us in Ephesians 6 that no ma$er the 

enemy a$ack, we are called to never stop praying for the Lord’s people!  

We recognize that some have much more )me capacity than others to offer pastoral 

care, but don’t ever discount yourself, that one off message, doorstep conversa)on 

or phone call can make all the difference to someone else! 

I know that when I’ve remembered a date for someone’s medical appointment/

school mee)ng/painful anniversary and messaged them, it’s something so small, yet 

it has made them feel truly cared for.  Hagar declared ‘you are the God who sees 

me’ (Gen. 16:13), let’s be a people who truly ‘see’ people. 

You have so much to offer, so let’s all be inten)onal to love one another and the 

communi)es around us!  

Love & Prayers, Bec Goody 
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Two's Company 

Since I last wrote in Ashwood News, Two's Company (our 

telephone befriending service) has begun to be used which is exci)ng.  We've had a 6 

referrals from AGEUK, Ashfield District Council and Macmillian Beyond Diagnosis 

Gateway in the last few weeks.  Each person has a different story and situa)on, but 

all are feeling lonely and isolated so a call each week will make a difference.  Each 

person is now paired with a volunteer, some have started their calls and some will 

start this week.   

We'd love you to get involved either by signing up to be a volunteer or by praying for 

those involved, the link friends and the befrienders, par)cularly in these early stages 

where building up a rela)onship is so key. 

If you know of someone who might benefit from someone calling them, do talk to 

them about it and let us know.  If you'd like to know more do get in touch with 

myself, Zoe Bell or Louise Webber.  

Janet Wright, Zoe Bell and Louise Webber. 
twoscompany@ashwoodchurch.org.uk  Freephone: 0800 9991264 

Safe Families : Support. Hope. Belonging. 

Facing life alone is hard, and when you feel there is no one there to support you it is a 

scary place to be. Therefore, at  Safe Families we  offer support, hope and belonging 

to improve the lives of those in our communi!es. We link children, young people and 

families with local volunteers who can offer them help and support.  

We have a number of volunteers in Ashwood 

working with Safe Families, you’ll hear from them 

this month, but Safe Families would love to extend 

their work and are looking for more volunteers.  

You can volunteer, give or pray and there is no 

pressure to do more than you offer. 

If you want to get involved or find out more go to 

their website safefamilies.uk or get in touch with 

Janet Wright our Safe Families Church Coordinator 

who will tell you know.   

janet@ashwoodchurch.org.uk 07984 066810 
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Elevate Youth in Ashwood 

We have a great team of volunteers who help our 

young people grow in God and build a strong 

founda!on in their faith ready to move out into the 

world. 

2021 is well under way for Elevate, so far we’ve 

launched our young persons WhatsApp group, 

completed session one of our young leaders, finished 

our giFing series, lead a main service worship, set up #NOagenda on Thursday 

aFernoons & two E-games nights!!!… I think you’d agree that it’s been a busy start to 

the new year. 

In January we launched Elevate onto WhatsApp for young people in school years 8+ 

who are already using this pla]orm to communicate. This has been a great addi)on 

to our youth work pla]orm & is proving to be a great way to build rela)onships & 

communicate direct to our young people. 

With our first developing young leaders session we started off by taking a look at the 

ul)mate leader…. Jesus! We explored Moses as a leader & looked at breaking down 

some of the myths & misconcep)ons behind becoming a leader. We will meet again 

in March where we will be exploring more about leadership & becoming an effec)ve 

leader. 

We finished our series on giFing which we started before Christmas as a group we 

looked what are my giFs & we explored the spiritual giFs as listed in some of Paul’s 

le$ers and Peter’s first le$er, with specific emphasis on the way in which they are 

intended to build the church up. Talking in tongues &  helping to recognise that God 

has given everyone strengths and talents and to encourage them to use them. We 

will now be exploring more about Easter together during this next half term. 

Friday 19th March E-Games Night & Zoom - 7pm 

Sunday 21st March  Elevate Up! - 6pm &  

Elevate - 7pm 

Sunday 28th March  Elevate Social All  

Elevate Youth - 7pm 

Friday 16th April E-Games Night & Zoom - 7pm 

Sunday 18th April Elevate Up! - 6pm  &  

Elevate - 7pm 

Here are some upcoming dates for you to connect with: 
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  Our Elevate Worship Team have 

been very busy in preparing & pre-

recording the songs for our main 

service on Sunday 28th February. 

We hope that you all enjoyed our 

young people leading us in a )me 

of praise & worship. Our future 

plans are to record more content 

for future use as part of our 

Elevate mee)ngs & also we will be 

looking at providing opportuni)es 

for young people who are interested in exploring the avenue of being involved in 

worship. 

As part of our con)nued efforts to connect with our young people during lockdown 

we have been mee)ng for #NOagenda on Thursday aFernoons at 4pm. This is an 

opportunity for our young people to meet via zoom & catch-up with no planned 

agenda. As our young people will be making phased returns back to their schools & 

colleges in the coming weeks we will look to con)nue mee)ng together. 

We have met online for two E-Games night where our young people have played 

Fifa21 & Rocket League virtually together. We will meet again on Friday 19th March 

for our next E-Games event. 

It you would like to connect with Elevate youth or any of the events then please get 

in touch with  Rich  rich@ashwoodchurch.org.uk 

Richard Reason and The ELEVATE Team 

Prayer for our Young People 

Please would you continue to pray for our young people as they return to 

schools & colleges in the coming days & weeks. 

“But let all who take refuge in you rejoice; let them sing joyful praises forever. 

Spread your protection over them, that all who love your name may be filled with 

joy.” Psalm 5:11 

Thank you, Lord, that as we sing your praises you are spreading your divine 

protection over our young people. Watch over their coming and going. You 

said you will rescue us from every trap and protect us from deadly disease 

(Psalm 91:3). We declare that over our young people & over our children. No 

evil will touch them. As they come and go, keep them safe each day.    Amen 
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  Zones in Ashwood 
Esther Ransome heads up our zones teams who make sure our 

children enjoy discovering more about Jesus as well as having fun. 

Over the last few months they  have been using Zoom and 

YouTube to keep connected. 

Here is a picture of some cress grown by 

some of the zones children. All the children were given cress 

seeds which were sown, some into jam jars which they had 

received so they could enjoy a shared zoom-style breakfast of 

strawberry  jam on toast in our final 

mee)ng before half term. It linked in well 

with the book we’d been reading together, 

THE KING’S GARDEN. As they sowed their seeds they were 

encouraged to say the fruits of the spirit (found in Gala)ans) 

and envisage how they would sow this fruit into the lives of the 

people around them. 

Our Ashwood children con)nue to be invited to join in with the online zones we’re 

offering for ages 2-14. Minis have craF packs delivered and YouTube videos to watch 

which cover Bible stories with a craF to compliment these. 

Kidzone, Yzone and Ozone join each other over zoom for fun, fellowship and 

discipleship. We have some Kidzone and Yzone altogether breakfast mee)ngs 

alterna)ng between separate mee)ngs on Sunday mornings. Ozoners meet 

fortnightly. 

This is what we’ll be looking at in zones up un)l the Easter holidays … 

3 GARDENS & EMMANUEL 

1. The Garden of Tempta)on : EDEN 

2. The Garden of Tears : GETHSEMANE 

3. The Garden of Triumph : where the TOMB was. 

EDEN /EMMANUEL will be explored in the 3 altogether sessions as we explore the 

book 'THE GARDEN, THE CROSS AND THE CURTAIN'. It takes the children on a journey 

from the garden of Eden to God's perfect new crea)on, acknowledging EMMANUEL 

throughout the redemp)on story, a great presenta)on of the gospel and a good lead 

up to Easter. 

The other 2 gardens will be covered during the separate Yzone and Kidzone 

sessions... 

GETHSEMANE /EMMANUEL "yet not my will but yours instead". What did Jesus do 
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Café 22. 

It’s been quite a long )me since I men)oned Café 22, we are 

almost at what would have been it’s 2nd birthday, we didn’t even 

get to celebrate the 1st birthday as lockdown happened a week 

before! We are looking forward to having a big re-opening 

celebra)on in the not to distant future, keep an eye out for the 

date for this! 

Quiz night 

We had a lockdown quiz in the February half term , we 

love our quizzes, always good fun and people engaging 

together for an hour or so. This one was just for fun but 

keep an eye out for the Easter quiz date where you 

could win some EGGsellent prizes.   

We are currently looking at how we can do some fun 

Easter ac)vi)es safely so keep an eye out on the 

Facebook page for dates and fun things you can get involved with. Hopefully it won’t 

be too long un)l we can do things together again. 

Louise Webber  

in this garden? Pray! Jesus trusted God and leF the garden 

determined to follow God's plan. In hard )mes we have the 

same choice. Main points being: Jesus suffered on our 

behalf and prayer strengthens us to trust EMMANUEL. 

TOMB /RESURRECTION /EMMANUEL 

In the garden, Mary found the tomb empty and was crying 

but Jesus was standing behind her (EMMANUEL). She 

thought he was the gardener. When he spoke her name, her 

percep)on changed. Her grief turned to joy and amazement. Main points being: 

Jesus' victory over death and when we feel like we can't see him, his resurrec)on can 

encourage us to believe for a miracle when we know his name is EMMANUEL. 

We’ve been encouraging the children to connect with each other by sending 

postcards to each other. We’re also an)cipa)ng great things as we ask individuals to 

lead certain parts of the mee)ngs. 

 Please join with us as we pray for the children, in par)cular that God will give 

them a heart to know Him as Lord of their life (see Jeremiah 24).  

Esther Ransome 
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Ashwood Church Kids 

For our first Friday Night Takeaway 

for 2021 we had 20 children 

booked in to join us online where 

we decided to kick things of big by 

asking the ques)on…. “How do I know that God is real?” This is possibly the biggest 

ques)on in life and one of the hardest to answer. 

We wanted to let the children know that we can see God and his works in the world 

around us and that faith comes from a personal experience with God.  

We unpacked the story of 

Thomas & his doubts, there was 

some magic from Mike, our 

young people performed 

another great dance rou)ne & 

had lots more fun together 

during our )me online. 

Our next FNT event will be at 

the end of March, keep an 

eye out for updates & ways 

you can connect & join us for 

another fantas)c evening of 

faith & fun together. 

We sent out our third virtual assembly in February to some of our local schools 

where we talked to them about Love & what God’s love is. We used the story called 

“You Are Special” Max Lucado to help with our message read brilliantly by Ann and a 

great upbeat song & dance from Lauren. 

Later this month we will be 

sending out another virtual 

assembly where we will be 

looking at the Easter message. 

If you would like to connect 

with or help support with our 

Kids events, please contact Rich 

(rich@ashwoodchurch.org.uk) 

Rich Reason  
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The Perfect Judge 
Remember that in the instant that you judge a stranger you, yourself, are being 

judged. 

Remember also that there is but one judge and He knows every circumstance that 

brought every person to where we see them today. 

The poor and disenfranchised amongst us have to make different and probably far 

more difficult choices as to how they live their lives than the wealthy and privileged. 

The sick and infirm different to the healthy too. 

Try to understand the problems others have or have had to face for one thing is 

certain - you have not had to make the choices they have had to make or face the 

trials they have had to face.   

So be grateful not judgemental. Without firstly understanding people it is impossible 

to judge them fairly. 

Our Lord is merciful and forgiving not because He is soF but rather because He alone 

treads every step of every single persons life with them and, unlike us, is fully aware 

of the trials and tribula)ons each person faces in their )me on Earth, trials that 

brought them to the place where we find them today.  

That is why the Lord is the one, the perfect judge of us all.  

Anthony Cartwright 

Ashwood CraNy CraNers  
There are a group of us who have met regularly over 

the last year over zoom to craF together.  Mandy has 

been great at coming up with a craF for us to have a go 

at, we’ve had a go at paper folding, drawing, some 

simple sewing and recently we made some recycled 

bo$le flowers and bu$erflies.   

Now I’m not a par)cularly skilled craFer and I’ve enjoyed having a go, but the group 

isn’t all about the finished result.  It’s a place to be with others, to chat, to relax and 

to have a go.  Some of the group are quite skilled and produce some amazing pieces 

of art but some of the group are beginners and there is so much encouragement 

from everyone and apprecia)on, not so much for the 

finished piece but for having a go, exploring the 

possibili)es.  It’s such a posi)ve place to be that many 

of us come along, not to do Mandy’s craF but to work 

on a project of our own. 

If you want to come along do get in touch with Mandy. 

mandywalker50.mw@gmail.com 
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Ashwood in the Community 

Storehouse News 

The food is always what brings the people to us but there is 

nearly always a lot more going on that we don’t see. At half term 

we once again provided food parcels to anyone with children to help them through 

the holidays.  We were able to give out 38 parcels, which was amazing.  Thank you so 

much for everyone’s con)nued support, we are helping a lot of people at the 

moment and with everyone’s generous food dona)ons we are really able to help 

these people.  

I feel like each )me I write about Foodbank its pre$y much a lot of the same stuff, 

new people each week, lots of need, lots of food required , etc etc...(which is all true, 

but I think you probably all know most of that part lol). But I’m going to tell you a 

posi)ve story about the work that we do and everything that goes on mostly behind 

the scenes…. 

  

We had a man come in the first week aFer Christmas, he told me that he had 

recently been made homeless, he had a small tent somewhere and a sleeping bag 

and that was all. He had phoned the council as an emergency request over the 

Christmas period to inform them and to see if he could get any help. Currently he 

had heard nothing. Previously, he had only been sleeping on a friends sofa.  

So I rang through on the number that I had, they said they had had a call from him 

and he had started the process he needed to get himself in the system, but that he 

was deemed to not be in priority need!! “How sleeping on the street in the freezing 

cold was not a priority need?” but she said she didn’t speak to him so she couldn’t 

answer me. However, she took his number and said she would ring him back to 

discuss this with him further. I gave him a flask of coffee and food, he leF in the hope 

he would hear back from someone.  

The following week he came back, no contact! I rang back, there was no one in to 

speak to me! Great! He came in a bit earlier and sat by the radiator for a while with a 
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coffee and some food. I said I would raise the issue at a Foodbank mee)ng with the 

council that week. I had my mee)ng, spoke to someone from the council, she was 

going to chase it with the relevant people...great!!! The following Monday I have an 

email from them - they have no recollec)on of him he is not in the system...(insert 

angry face emoji!).  

I saw him again on the Tuesday and he s)ll hadn’t heard anything. By this point we 

had had snow and freezing cold temperatures. We gave him all that we could to help 

in the mean)me, hot water bo$le, extra sleeping bags etc... 

Another week and s)ll nothing so I said I will ring again. Rang and spoke to 

someone—I was not geEng off the phone un)l something was sorted for him as it 

was absolutely freezing outside.  Now the weather was freezing they had a duty of 

care so she said she would ring him back and speak to him and said they could 

probably find him somewhere un)l Thursday. AFer that they would find him 

something while he was in temporary accommoda)on. Anyway, she did ring him 

while he was s)ll sat with me and they sorted something for that night. He took 

some food and leF.  

Next week he didn’t come back, I was hoping that was a good sign that they had 

found him somewhere to stay and maybe it wasn’t local and he couldn’t get to us. 

Last week s)ll no sign of him, that’s got to be good right? 

Then I received this text message: 

Hi Louise it’s ******, firstly I want to say thank you for everything you’ve done for 

me. You don’t understand how much I appreciate it! I’m no longer homeless, I have a 

room in Kirkby but I’m s!ll struggling with things wai!ng for my benefits. I know you 

said there were some vouchers for clothing, is this possible as all I have are the 

clothes on my back. I don’t know if I’m able to have one as I’ve already had two but it 

would be so helpful so I can get some basic clothes , thank you so much. 

I replied leEng him know that, of course, he can come to the Foodbank un)l he is 

sorted and we can chat about where he is and what else he might need and see how 

we can help with that. 

His response: Thank you, honestly I had given up with 

the council but your persistence worked out. Thank you 

so much I will see you tomorrow. 

 

I can’t wait un)l we can have them back in the room so 

we can really sit down and have those conversa)ons with 

them that they so need. Hopefully it wont be too long!    

Louise Webber 
Photos: family parcels ready to go (right)             

  some of the food we’ve give out (opposite) 
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 LifeGroups a vital support during 

Lockdown!  

LifeGroups have always been important for maintaining support and care and also a 

place to grow spiritually. Over the last few months, whilst not being able to meet 

physically, our LifeGroups have been a vital way of watching out for people 

connected to church as we can. We know it’s not always been easy, but we have 

welcomed the benefits of being able to s)ll meet together online. And new people 

have joined our groups during 2020 – which has been wonderful! 

In this current season we will con)nue to study the story in the Old 

Testament of Nehemiah.   

LifeGroups are a commi$ed place in Ashwood where you can get 

to know a group of people and do life together.  It’s also a safe 

place where we encourage one another to be followers of Jesus.  If 

you’re new to 

Ashwood and 

even started connec)ng with us 

on Sundays online, and you would 

like us to connect you to one of 

our friendly LifeGroups then 

please email 

admin@ashwoodchurch.org.uk 

and we’ll be in touch with you! 

 

What are LifeGroups all about? 

LifeGroup Core Values:  These are the four core principles that are at the heart of 

what we want LifeGroups to be: 

WELCOME – LifeGroups will be inclusive and a really posi)ve place for everyone to 

“do life” together. 

RELATIONAL – LifeGroups will be a place of high commitment where people are 

supported, through trus)ng, open and accountable posi)ve rela)onships. 

GROWING – We believe that the Chris)an life will always include spiritual 

development as we seek to become more like Jesus.  LifeGroups will be a great place 

to do this. 

JESUS CENTRED - We want to be a community of people who know the truth of Jesus 

and live by His Spirit.  Prayer, sharing God’s word and exercising the giFs of the Spirit 

are all part of keeping Jesus unashamedly at the centre of all we are about. 
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LifeGroup Update – Portland / Annesley Group 

We’re pleased to let you know of a development in our Portland/Annesley LifeGroup. 

Owen and Rachael Wright will now become LifeGroup Leaders instead of their 

previous “support leaders” roles. This is effec)vely a switch with Ma$ and Claire Bell 

who will now become “support leaders” alongside Owen and Rachael in the next 

season. We aim to have support leaders in all of our groups who work closely to 

serve, support and lead our LifeGroups alongside the group leaders. 

Matt and Claire Bell 

Coxmoor LifeGroup 
The Coxmoor LifeGroup is a great mix of people, with a wide variety of skills, 

interests, hopes, dreams and needs. The one great thing that unites us is our love of 

Jesus and our willingness to chat and share our thoughts and lives with one another. 

We are really enjoying geEng our teeth into the Nehemiah story and are digging 

deeper into what God is saying to us now.  

When we are not together on Zoom we are keeping in touch on WhatsApp which 

gives us all the opportunity to keep up to date with needs and celebra)ons and it 

encourages us to keep praying,  even if we don't all respond to every message we are 

all included. 

I love my LifeGroup and the way that God is working in us and drawing us closer, 

even though we haven't seen each other in one space for such a long )me we are 

s)ll connected.  

Christine Redfern 

Central / Portland LifeGroup 

In one of our sessions about Nehemiah we were reading about all the different 

people involved in rebuilding the wall.  Some tackled a large amount of wall with 

their families, while others mended a gate, or a smaller bit of wall. Some had special 

skills while others took on some simpler tasks.  We were struck by seeing that 

although people were working on their par)cular part of the wall there was always 

help always on hand if trouble came.  We thought about our own situa)ons and felt 

there was something to be taken from this.  We are not alone, we don’t have to be 

so independent, but rather 

we can be interdependent.  

We can offer or call on 

prac)cal,  emo)onal or 

spiritual support, from 

those in our LifeGroup 

sharing our skills, )me and 

love. 

Janet Wright 
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I hear footsteps behind somewhere  

But when I turn there’s no-one there. 

In that moment I clearly see 

You are there accompanying me. 
 

You gave me life, gave it to the full 

No longer would my life be dull 

In you I found the perfect peace,  

the perfect joy and true release. 
 

Travelling on empty, beset by blindness 

You filled me up with love and 

kindness, 

rescued me, made me complete 

and now I worship at your feet. 

Thank You Lord. 

Anthony Cartwright 

Message to my Father 

I was lost, I was broken. 

I’d ignored the words you'd spoken. 

I didn't know, didn't have a clue, 

what following you, Lord, could do. 

You gave me hope, you gave me life. 

Not just once but you gave it twice; 

with You in Heaven and here on Earth. 

How much can everlasting life be 

worth?  

You died for me upon a cross, 

my greatest gain; your greatest loss. 

You suffered humiliation, pain and 

death 

Then rose to take another breath 

Happy 25th Birthday to 

Ravenshead Ready Call!  

Ashwood Church supported me as I became the first 

and only co-ordinator of the new Good Neighbour 

Scheme in Ravenshead in March 1996. We’ve had the 

privilege of suppor)ng a vast number of people needing help with transport, 

shopping and medica)on deliveries. We’ve always had a fantas)c group of 

volunteers, some from Ashwood Church, many others from the community, and it’s 

been an honour to lead this team too. We have an excellent reputa)on in the village, 

and our community is a be$er place to live because of the service 

we provide: people tell me this, I’ve not just made it up! 

Grateful to God for this opportunity to serve.  

I re)re as co-ordinator in the summer.  

If you want read more, go to the Ravenshead Newsle$er website 

for an ar)cle and photos.  

Molly Bell  
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Financial Giving 
Thank you to everyone who financially supports Ashwood Church. Whether large or 

small, your giving helps us to func)on, to support people and organisa)ons, and 

facilitates our mission to ‘help people find and follow Jesus’.  We want to be a 

blessing!  For people who see themselves as commi$ed to Ashwood – we believe 

that our financial giving is part of the way we can express that. 

Currently, while we can’t meet in person, the easiest way to give to the general 

funds of Ashwood is directly into the church bank account.  You can make a one-off 

dona)on or set up a regular standing order using the following bank details: 

Account Name:   Ashwood Church 

Account Number:  00216525  

Sort Code:    60-01-73 

If you make a direct dona)on, please email becky@ashwoodchurch.org.uk so we 

can say thank you. 

Alterna)vely, you can make an online dona)on by visi)ng our giving 

page (administered by “Stewardship”) on h$ps://

www.give.net/20024077 or scan this QR code to be taken straight to 

the page. 

GiN Aid 

If you are a UK taxpayer there’s some really good news! Ashwood Church can claim 

an extra 25p for every £1 you give at no extra cost to yourself. Last year we were 

able to benefit with money back from this scheme by over £20,000!  It makes a 

huge difference!  If you would like to find our more or you would like to GiF Aid 

your dona)ons, please contact Becky Holmes, Finance Administrator, on 

becky@ashwoodchurch.org.uk 

  Total Offerings Offerings Development fund Building fund 

December 2020 £10,851  £9,674  £771 £405 

January 2021 £9,686  £8,770  £571 £345 

Ashwood Church Financial Giving 
Thank you to everyone who financially supports Ashwood 

Church. Whether large or small, your giving helps us to func)on, 

to support people and organisa)ons, and facilitates our mission to ‘help people find 

and follow Jesus’.  We want to be a blessing!  For people who see themselves as 

commi$ed to Ashwood – we believe that our financial giving is part of the way we 

can express that. 
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Finance Focus: Mission and Community 

In Ashwood Church we look to find ways to be a blessing and 

make a difference in our world, to provide opportuni)es to 

‘be’ community and to share the Good News of Jesus with 

people who don’t yet know him.  

Covid-19 has meant that we have had to do things very 

differently this year. Here are some of the ac)vi)es and events 

we have been able to run. Your giFs, whether small or large, 

make a difference, and have enabled these things to happen. 

In the last ten months we have: 

 Run five(!) Alpha Courses. The first course of 2020 began by mee)ng in person, 

but when we went into the first lockdown of 2020, the course moved online. 

Since then we have run a further four online courses  

 Provided Easter Eggs and Easter Hunt Kits to people 

living on the Coxmoor Estate 

 Given goody bags away to Abbey Hill School 

 Run our first ever Heavenscent at Home! We were able 

to supply some great prizes to the winners of our daily 

compe))ons! 

 Organised a number of online Family Quiz Nights 

 Arranged a Family Christmas Movie Night at home. Each family who booked in 

received a special treat bag which included invita)ons to our online Christmas 

events and services 

 Run a Christmas Window compe��on (alongside Ashfield District Council and 

Morrisons). The compe))on was to bring some Christmas joy to Kirkby but in a 

different way 

 Provided extra food and supplies through “Storehouse” – the Kirkby Foodbank. 

As well as running the busy, weekly session from the (Covid Safe) Ashwood 

Centre, we have also made extra food parcel deliveries to clinically vulnerable 

Foodbank Clients during the pandemic 

 Provided financial support to other organisa�ons beyond ourselves: Youth for 

Christ, Links Interna)onal, Ground Level and Betel UK. In addi)on to our regular 

support of these organisa)ons we also made some one off dona)ons to help the 

vulnerable in the UK and overseas who face the impact of Covid-19 

Thank you so much for the money you have given which has enabled us to do this 

and much more.  

Everything we do is connected to our mission to help people find and follow Jesus! 
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A New Home for Ashwood - The Development Fund 

We are believing God and working towards a new facility which will replace our 

current home - the Ashwood Centre. (Visit our website for more details and the 

vision behind this exci)ng project). You can sign up to give specifically into this fund. 

You can make a one off dona)on or set up a regular standing order directly into the 

church bank account (please use the same bank details as above and quote 

‘Development Fund’ as a reference).  

If you make a dona)on to the Development 

Fund directly into the bank account, please also 

email becky@ashwoodchurch.org.uk so we can 

say thank you and make sure your dona)on is 

allocated correctly. 

Alterna)vely, you can make an online dona)on 

by visi)ng our Ashwood Centre 

giving page (also run by 

Stewardship) on h$ps://

www.give.net/ashwoodcentre/

fundraising or by scanning the 

following QR code: 

 

Becky Holmes: Finance 
Administrator 

Bap�sms  

We love it when people are bap)sed as a sign of what 

God has done for them, but also a declara)on of living 

for God. We believe bap)sm is an important part of our 

journey of following Jesus. In fact it’s one of the things that Jesus told his disciples to 

do, so we want to make it possible for people to do just that! We always take people 

through a simple short session on what it means to be bap)sed. 

We were so disappointed to have to cancel our Bap)sm Sunday last April as we 

moved into Lockdown for the first )me.  As we move out of lockdown we’re excited 

to be able to re-arrange to bap)se people who would like to take that step.  If you 

would like to find out more about being bap)sed then please contact your LifeGroup 

Leader or Youth Leader or email admin@aswhoodchurch.org.uk to find out more 

and we’ll keep you posted on our plans for our next Bap)sm Sunday. 
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His Love Endures Forever! 

Psalm 136 was probably sung with a soloist and choir…... has a refrain aFer each line. 

As you read the psalm it can feel quite repe))ve but there is something about it that 

helps you to pause and reflect on all that God has done and to be thankful.   

In a recent Prayer Space we read this in our worship and went on to speak out some 

truths about God followed by the line “God’s love never fails”.  I share some of our 

truths as they might encourage you in your prayers too.  So that it isn’t quite so 

repe))ve I’ve used the refrain from different transla)ons.   Psalm 136:1– 4: 

Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good!   His faithful love endures forever.  

Give thanks to the God of gods.     His faithful love endures forever.  

Give thanks to the Lord of lords.    His faithful love endures forever.  

Give thanks to him who alone does mighty miracles. His faithful love endures forever 

Then our psalm: 

His compassion knows no bounds      God’s Love Never Fails (CEV) 

God’s grace comes every day  His Tender Love for us Continues on Forever (TPT) 

He’s the same yesterday, today and forever    His Love Never Quits (The Mess) 

He knows the numbers of hairs on our head  His Faithful Love Endures Forever (NLT) 

God knows me intimately and knows exactly how I feel  God’s Love Never Fails  

The joy of the Lord is my strength His Tender Love for us Continues on Forever 

God is always the light at the end of the tunnel  His Love Never Quits 

Spring comes every year    His Tender Love for us Continues on Forever 

Our names are written in the book of life   His Faithful Love Endures Forever 

We can know you as our God, our Father in Heaven    His Love Never Quits 

You always win, you’ve already secured our salvation  God’s Love Never Fails 

Prayer Space 
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Sunday Messages 

The best way to get hold of our Sunday messages is the 

podcast on the church website.  Here’s a reminder of what 

has been preached over the last few weeks: 

Sunday 10
th

 January 

Four Important Truths for 2021—Ma�hew Bell  

Sunday 17th January   

The Roaring Lion—Dave Ransome 

Sunday 24th January  

Looking Ahead to 2021— Zoe Bell  

Sunday 31st January 

Vision 2021—Ma�hew Bell  

Sunday 7th February  

Enjoy the Beauty of the Journey—Steve Wendels  

Sunday 14th February  

Nehemiah Series Part 1—Zoe Bell  

Friday 21st February  

Nehemiah Series Part 2 —Dave Ransome 

Sunday 28th February  

Nehemiah Series Part 3 —Claire Bell  

  

 And don’t forget we meet aFer our Sunday mee)ng in the Coffee Zoom 

Room—an opportunity to meet with a few others and have a chat.  Do join us.  

 Email admin@ashwoodchurch.org.uk for the link details. 

Ashwood Calendar 

Regular Mee�ngs: 

Sunday Morning: 10.30am Ashwood Service on Facebook—if you are not on 

Facebook you can s)ll watch, simply email admin@ashwoodchurch.org.uk and we 

will send you the link 

Touching Heaven Gathering: 8.00pm – 9.00pm usually 1
st

 Wednesday in the month 

for the moment on Facebook. 

LifeGroups meet fortnightly on Sunday or Monday evenings via zoom while 

restric)ons are in place.  If you would like to be a part of a LifeGroup please speak to 

one of our LifeGroup coordinators: Molly Bell or Janet Wright 



 

 

www.ashwoodchurch.org.uk 

In case you miss any of the information from Ashwood News or the 

weekly notices, then visit www.ashwoodchurch.org.uk  

Senior Leaders    Matt & Claire Bell  01623 237749 

Associate Leader    Molly Bell   01623 401450 

Administrator    Roanne Walker  01623 758974 

Youth Work      Richard Reason  07852 915270 

Community Coordinator  Louise Webber  07414 476975 

Finance     Becky Holmes becky@ashwoodchurch.org.uk 

LifeGroups     Molly Bell   01623 401450 

     And  Janet Wright   01623 472849 

Ashwood Centre    Claire Bell   01623 758974 

        

Church email     info@ashwoodchurch.org.uk 

Church website    www.ashwoodchurch.org.uk 

Facebook     ashwood church page 

furtherinformation 

For further information about any church activities, please speak to one of our 

welcome team or one of the people taking part in the meeting. Alternatively, feel free 

to make use of the following contact information:  

regularactivities 

 Sunday Meetings 10.30am Facebook live, followed by Coffee Zoom Room 

 Youth   Fortnightly on Sunday Evenings 

 LifeGroups  Sundays or Mondays at various locations  

 Touching Heaven—Prayer 7.30pm the first Wednesday each month 

 Prayer Space  9.30am Fortnightly on Thursdays 

May & June information to Janet or Roanne by Monday 3rd May 2021 

Ashwood Church a company limited by guarantee  Company registered in England & Wales Number  6946764  

Registered Charity Number 1134945  Registered Address: 41 Crocus Street, Kirkby-in-Ashfield, Nottingham, NG17 7DY 


