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Hello Ashwood News Readers!  Welcome to our 4th edition of Ashwood News in 
2025!  We will look back over the last couple of months as well as look ahead to 
things coming up in the life of the church.  If youôre new to us, we hope you can 
find what youôre looking for.  Feel free to contact us, if we can help you 
further.  Thanks for reading!  

One of the things we love to do in 
Ashwood is to celebrate!  
We believe that God's people should 
be good at celebrating because we 
have so much to be thankful for!  
Here are a few of things we celebrated 
during May and June! 

Baptisms 

We celebrated 6 people choosing to be 
baptised! What a great day it was!  

We loved hearing the personal stories 
of why people were being baptised 
and how they came to this decision. 

Several of those people, deciding to 
follow Jesus recently and meeting him 
for the first time! Baptism symbolises 
being cleansed from sin, dying to our 
old selves and being resurrected into a 
new life and a new start with Jesus! 
Wonderful!   

(Next Baptism Sunday is 12th October 
ï please let us know if you would like 
to be baptised then.) 

John 
Hallett 

We 
gathered 
for a very 
special 
evening to 
honour and 
celebrate 
the life of 
John Hallett - giving thanks to God for 
his life and the countless others he 
touched across the world. John was a 
foundational part of Ashwood Church 
from its earliest days, even before we 
changed the name to Ashwood, and 
served in many roles over the years, 
including as Chair of our Trustees. 
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Throughout the evening, one theme 
came through again and again: the 
extraordinary hospitality that John and 
his wife Cecily extended to so many. 
Their home was a place of welcome, 
warmth, and refuge - a reflection of 
their deep faith and commitment to 
following Jesus not just in word, but in 
action. 

We gave thanks for the personal 
impact John had on our lives and on 
our church community, as well as for 
his tireless work training and supporting 
teachers in some of the worldôs most 
challenging contexts. His legacy will 
continue to shape lives for years to 
come.   We will always be grateful to 
God for Him and also his wife Cecily. 

Caf® 22 handover 

At the end of June we honoured and 
thanked Gill Isterling who retired from 
being employed by the church after 3 İ 
years of serving as our Community 
Outreach Team Leader. We're thankful 
to Gill for all the work she has done in 
developing and leading our wonderful 
Caf® 22 and also Kirkby Storehouse 
(Foodbank) teams, which have made a 
difference to so many people.  
Gill has kindly offered to continue to 
oversee the work of Foodbank as a 
volunteer whilst we decide what we 
need going forward.  

THANK YOU GILL!  

Welcome to 

On the same day, we welcomed 
Christine Redfern to our Staff Team ï 
as she takes the role of Caf® 22 Team 
leader! Christine has been a part of the 
team in Caf® 22 for a long time, and 
we're delighted to appoint her in the 
role! 

We pray for both 
Christine and Gill 
as they enter 
new seasons ï 
for God's 
blessing in their 
lives and in their 
work. Please join 
us in welcoming 
Christine to her 
new role! 

REFRESH 

We have heard some great stories from 
REFRESH 2025 ï over 30 young 
people gathered in a place called 
ñHopeò in Derbyshire, to learn about 
and experience God ï as well as build 
relationships and have fun in the 
sunshine!  

(Read more later in Ashwood News)  

Guest speakers 

We enjoyed a visit and input from our 
friends Jack and Trish Groblewski 
from America, who spoke many 
personal prophetic words from God, as 
well as speaking to our leaders and 
prophetic team.  

More recently, Rachael Heffer from the 
Evangelical Alliance spoke in our 
morning meeting followed by a great 
session on the results from the Finding 
Jesus research ï we have some copies 
of the findings, so grab one from the 
Information Area. 
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Baptism Sunday ï 12
th
 October  

What a great morning we had!  We baptised 6 people ï what a celebration!  
If youôve never been baptised, please speak to someone, and find out more. 
We already have a number of people interested in being baptised.   
Could this next time be you? 

Please contact your LifeGroup Leader or Youth Leader or email 
admin@aswhoodchurch.org.uk or bec@ashwoodchurch.org.uk to register 
your interest or if you would like to have a conversation.  

Bible Course 

Finally, we 
launched the 
Bible Course 
in our 
LifeGroups 

Summer 

Over the summer, it's a time for some 
people to take a break, have a rest and 
enjoy some down time!  
If that's you .. Enjoy!  

In Ashwood we have a relaxed rhythm, 
but don't miss our "Church Picnic" on 
Sunday 17th August after the meeting, 
and then in just a few weeks' time, we 
look forward to AWAKEN 2025 - the 
gathering of Ground Level Network of 

Churches from across the country on 
the Lincolnshire showground. 
Many of us will choose to camp 
together, but we recognise that 
camping isn't for everyone!  

On Sunday 24th August we won't have 
our regular Sunday meeting in the 
Ashwood Centre but encourage 
everyone who would like to, to book in 
with a special "half price" discount and 
join us for the day at Awaken. Weather 
permitting we will plan to have a picnic 
tea together in the afternoon.  

If you're thinking about camping with 
us, book in before 31st July in order to 
guarantee being with the Ashwood 
Group and also get the final booking 
price. 

Enjoy the summer!  
God Bless you!  

Matt Bell 
Senior Leader  Ashwood 

Church. 

Dates for your Diary 

31st JulyðBook for Awaken! 

Picnic in the Park Sunday 17th 
August 

HEADS UP ï in September we're 
planning 21 days of prayer 
"Experience Jesus" from 8th-28th 
Sept ï mark your calendar and watch 
out for more details.  

mailto:admin@aswhoodchurch.org.uk
mailto:bec@ashwoodchurch.org.uk
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New Home for Ashwood ï 
Continuing to Pray  
Now that planning permission has been 
granted the NHFA team are working 
hard behind the scenes in lots of areas 
that will move us forward.  Please pray 
in one or more of these ways! 

1. Monthly Gatherings 

We plan to meet every month, 8-9pm  
at the Ashwood Centre: 

¶ Thursday 24th July 

¶ Tuesday 16th September 

¶ Thursday 23rd October 

¶ Thursday 27th November 

2. Fasting Thursdays 

Weôre also encouraging people to 
consider fasting from food on 
ñThursdaysò as we intentionally seek 
God and add extra weight to our 
praying. Fasting demonstrates ñWeôre 
serious and weôre focused.ò 

3. Daily Reminders 

Some people might like to set a daily 
reminder to pray at 20:24 during 2024. 
Using either the prayer below or 
praying using the words from Leviticus 
20:24 which says: But I have promised 
you, óYou will possess their land 
because I will give it to you as your 
possession - a land flowing with milk 
and honey.ô  

God our Father, we give you thanks 
and praise for all that you've done in 
our past and thank you for your 
faithfulness to us over many years.  

We believe that you've called us to be 
a healthy growing church for all ages. 
We believe that you have good plans 
and purposes for our future. 

We believe you have said ñEnlarge the 
place of your dwellingò and itôs time to 
Plan for Growth. 

We pray that you will make it possible 
for us to acquire the land next door, to 
help with our growing church family.  

Thank you in advance for providing all 
the provisions we need! Lord increase 
our faith for this project ï we believe 
you can do it! 

We donôt want to settle for anything 
less than your best for us. Help us to 
think big! Amen 

NHFA Giving 

For donations, 
please scan the QR 
code or/and see 
information on the 
page overleaf 

4. Pray the Declaration Prayer: 



Page 6 Ashwood News 

Freedom in Christ 
Many of you will have 
heard the good news 
stories shared by 
people who have done 
the Freedom in Christ 

course. How it has transformed their 
lives and brought clarity and healing. 

We are going to be running it again at 
Ashwood on a Thursday evening (7.30-
9.30pm) for 10 weeks, starting on 11th 
September, with óthe steps dayô on 
Saturday 8th November. 
It has been so encouraging to hear 
how much the course has helped to set 
people free of strongholds that have 
held them back, to identify negative 
thoughts/unhelpful thought patterns 
and to learn new ways of thinking 
positively. 

If youôve not done the course before 
- why not try it? If youôve done it 
before - why not do it again? (There 
is so much to be gained from doing it 
again, many of us have found it more 
helpful a second, third or fourth time!) 

We are really excited to be running the 
course again and are really expectant 
to see what God is going to do and 
what breakthroughs are going to occur. 
We have a wonderful team of people, 
please join us in praying that this will 
be a real season of transformation for 
us all! 

If youôre interested in signing up let 
Bec know-at 
Bec@ashwoodchurch.org.uk 

Bec Goody 
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PARENTING 4 FAITH 
course reflections 

A BIG Thanks to Bec and Rich 
who gathered a group of us 
together who were willing and 
available to turn up at the 
Ashwood Centre to learn together 
on the 'Parenting for Faith' course 
over 5 weeks. 

Rich came up with a weekly fun starter: 
"What were your favourite sweets, ice 
cream, Kids TV programme as a 
child?" Some of us had to think back 
more years than others!! What were 
yours? 

Watching the videos led by Rachel 
Turner, was entertaining, inspirational 
and challenging. Along with the 
participants' journal, we reflected on 
our own personal experiences and 
shared with each other some of our 
reflections and experiences. We shared 
golden nugget ideas to try with our own 
children, grandchildren and in church. 
We grew in our friendships together as 
a group as we encouraged each other 
to put into practice our takeaways. 

Josie brilliantly and honestly shared 
with us in Ashwood Church her own 
reflections on Sunday 22nd June if you 
want to watch on our YouTube or 
Facebook page. 

https://youtu.be/iOs_FkUMaxw 

Personally, I found it deeply challenging 
thinking about my own experiences and 
failures as a parent, as well as 
encouraging that Parenting for Faith is 
above all RELATIONAL, as we keep 
receiving GOD's unfailing LOVE for us 
and share that love with our children 
and others. Now I'm old enough to be a 
grandparent, I can enjoy the privilege of 
praying for and supporting families in 
church and in Earthshakers. 

Some of us said, "I wish I'd known all 
this years ago!" 

I think we all agreed that this course 
could inspire everyone in Ashwood 
Church, to learn from the simplicity of a 
childlike faith. Hopefully 
we'll run it again. 

Want to know more? 

Simply ask anyone who 

did the course. 

Dave Redfern 

Quote of the night! 
We are made in the image of God, how 
does that make you feel? 

ñIôm chuffed!ò 

Central 
Lifegroup 

https://youtu.be/iOs_FkUMaxw
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Opportunities to pray 
TOGETHER: 

We believe prayer is so important in 
the life of Ashwood. If you consider 
yourself part of our Ashwood Family ï 
please find ways of joining with us to 
pray. 

ñPrayer Rallyò  
Every Sunday morning 9.50am  
at the Ashwood Centre before the 
meeting 

ñPray Firstò  
Fridays 7.00-7.30am on Zoom* 

ñPrayer Spaceò  
Thursdays 9.30 -10.30am on Zoom*  

ñTouching Heavenò  
Please join us! Everyone welcome! 
The people of God in the Presence of 
God. Wednesdayôs: 

3rd Sept, 1st Oct, 5th Nov 

ñPrayer for the New Home for 
Ashwoodò  
Thurs 24th July, Tuesday 16th Sept, 
Thursdayôs 23rd Oct, 27th Nov 

TRANSFORMED WORSHIP 
NIGHTS 2025 

Sunday Evenings 7pm. 

Letôs gather together to worship and to 

press in to all that God has for us!  Join 

us for a night of praise, worship and 

seeking God. And make sure you have 

the dates for the rest of 2025!  

On these evenings we gather together 

to worship, recognising that as we do 

that we can be transformed in Godôs 

presence.  We often find ourselves 

praying for a fresh in-filling of the Holy 

Spirit and praying for those who need 

a touch from God.   

Future Dates: 21st Sept / 23rd Nov 

*For Zoom meetings,  
find details on your  
weekly email. 

Season of Prayer  

"Experience Jesus"  
Mon 8

th
 ï Sun 28

th
 Sept 

Join us each day as we encourage each 
other to pray and expect to experience 
Jesus personally.   

The 21 days will include a half night of 
prayer on Friday 12th September and 
also Transformed Worship on Sunday 
21st September, plus more!   
Watch out for more details coming soon!  
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Reflecting on the Bible Course session 
1 and 2 Timothy 3:16 'All Scripture is 
God breathed and useful...' 

My prayer is that Ashwood News is 
also God breathed, inspired and useful 
to everyone who reads it. [Obviously 
not having the same authority as 
Scripture - I get that! But helping 
people believe Jesus all the same]. 

Thanks so much for our faith journey 
together in prayer and action. 

WAKE UP! WAKE UP! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I'm hearing a wake-up call from Jesus 
to "Watch and pray.ò Pete Greig 
explains this "WAKE UP!" call and 
prophetic word, in his message on 
YouTube: Pete Greig AWAKENING. 

The main points of his message are: 
Stop... Review... Advance... 

It starts with a quiet revival in my own 
heart. Jesus came on the scene and 
started preaching, "Change your heart 
and life for the Kingdom of God is 
near..." 

The new Pope Leo: brings a WAKE 
UP! call to the Catholic Church and 
anyone who has eyes to see and ears 
to hear. Did you know there's 1.4 billion 
Catholics in the world? 

When we watch, listen and read the 
news both local and global there is so 
much insecurity, fear, anxiety... so 
much suffering and death... so much 
fake news... There's a lot of darkness in 
our world... BUT Jesus says, "I AM the 
Light of the world..." John 8. Light is the 
only thing that can expel darkness... 
This is true both physically and 
spiritually! 

Now more than ever I'm trusting Jesus 
to lead me in the light way, in the right 
way in prayer and action. 

We're called to BE a house of prayer 
for the Nations: The disciples were 
reminded "It is written: my house shall 
be called a house of prayer for the 
nations." Isaiah 56:7, which is also 
quoted in the New Testament in Mark 
11:17 and Matthew 21:13. 

Dave Redfern   

 


