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Hello Ashwood News Readers!  Welcome to the start of a new year and our first 
Ashwood News of 2025!  We will look back over the last couple of months as 
well as look ahead to things coming up in the life of the church.  If youôre new to 
us, we hope you can find what youôre looking for.  Feel free to contact us, if we 
can help you further.  Thanks for reading! 

Happy 
New 
Year!  

Welcome to 
our first 
Ashwood 
News of 
2025!  Weôll 
look back 
over the end 
of 2024 and 
look forward 

to the year ahead! 

Christmas in Ashwood was wonderful!  
Starting with a Community Carol 
Service in the Town Centre as part of 
the Kirkby Christmas Festivities, 
followed by two Seesaw Christmas 
parties, a family event with the Grinch 
and friends joined by over 200 people 
for breakfast, games and singing along 
with Elsa and Anna from Frozen!  Our 
Sundays were special too!  A fabulous 
ñspontaneousò nativity acted out by our 
wonderful children and invited grown-
ups, a Carol Service and a Christingle 
Service both with many guests joining 
us for the first time.  We had a special 

service of Hope as part of Caf® 22 
Christmas Special which was profound 
and powerful. And Christmas Morning 
didnôt disappoint!  Celebrating the birth 
of our King and enjoying the delight as 
children (and some older children) 
shared a collection of dolls, toys, Lego 
sets, Hot Wheels monster tracks, 
handbags and new Christmas outfits!   

A huge huge thank you to all the 
individuals and teams who made all of 
this happen!  You are all AMAZING!!  
And if you are one of the people who 
joined us for the first time ï in 
December ï a special welcome to you!  
Weôre pleased you found us, we look 
forward to getting to know you and you 
getting to know us a little more! 

And on the subject of ñTHANK YOUôsò 
ï we received our largest ever 
Christmas Offering too!  At the time of 
writing, the grand total had increased 
to é. (drum rollé) a whopping 
Ã5,271.71!! (including Gift Aid) THANK 
YOU to everyone who was able to 
give!  Weôre so excited to be able to 
hand over this amount to our chosen 2 
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partner organisations ï Hope Missions 
(via Links Charity) and 100 Homes ï 
who can both see lives changed and 
transformed through our generosity as 
a church! Amazing! 

The start of the new year, is always a 
time to look back and 
reflect on the past year.  
We did this in our first 2 
Sundays of 2025 (the 
one with all the snowé 
and the week after!) 
with a special montage 
of just some of the 
highlights of the previous year.  Even 
then, there were too many things to 
mention ï but a reminder of the things 
we have done and the things we have 
seen God do together, as we seek to 
continue to be ñA Spiritually Healthy 
Church for all ages.ò  Of course, there 
were plenty of challenges and 
inevitably some sadness ï but through 
it all we were aware of the grace, 
kindness and faithfulness of God.  Our 
vision/theme for 2024 ï was that God 
wants to welcome all of us HOME ï a 
special place in His heart where we are 
safe, known and loved by the one who 
created, formed and knows us by name 
was a deeper revelation for many of 
usé..! I still pray that everyone who 
comes into contact with us would know 
that God has a place for them.  And our 
response, for Jesus to make His 
HOME in our hearts too.  (Join us for 
Vision Sunday 2025 ï Sunday 2

nd
 Feb) 

At the start of 2025 we look forward to 
continuing many of the things that help 
us stay a healthy church ï LifeGroups / 
Elevate / EarthShakers / Freedom in 
Christ / Caf® 22 / The Gathering as well 
as activities that help us introduce 
others to the life changing Good news 
of God ï Seesaw, Friday Night 

Takeaway, Holiday Clubs, Caf® 22 and 
of course Alpha! In our Sunday 
Services we began the year by asking 
the question: ñWhat Still Matters?ò  we 
encouraged everyone to consider ï 
what can be left behind as irrelevant or 
at least less important nowé Itôs easy 

to become distracted 
or even focused on 
things that donôt 
REALLY matteré 

The apostle Paul 
encourages the church 
in Colossians: Since 
you have been raised 

to new life with Christ, set your 
sights on the realities of heaven, 
where Christ sits in the place of 
honour at Godôs right hand. Think 
about the things of heaven, not the 
things of earth.  At the start of 2025 ï 
letôs commit ourselves to doing just 
that!  

My prayer for you, is that in 2025 you 
have Godôs perspective on 3 things:  
1) your life 2) your circumstances and 
3) our world.   

Finally, please continue to pray with us 
for our New HOME ï itôs been 
frustrating to still not have the 
confirmation from the authorities that 
we can begin the next stage of 
development. We continue to choose 
to believe that God is working behind 
the scenes and in the right time 
(hopefully very soon!) we will see the 
breakthrough.   

ñWe donôt know what the future holdsé 
but we know WHO holds 
the future!ò  Our eyes are 
you JESUS!! AMEN! 

Matt Bell 
Senior Leader  Ashwood 

Church 
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New Home for Ashwood ï 
Continuing to Pray and 
Next Steps 

Praying together 

As we step into 2025, there are 4 
different ways weôre asking everyone to 
join with us in prayer: 

1. Monthly Gatherings 

We plan to meet every month, 8-9pm  
at the Ashwood Centre: 

¶ Thursday 30th Jan 

¶ Thursday 27th Feb 

¶ Thursday 27th Mar 

2. Fasting Thursdays 

Weôre also encouraging people to 
consider fasting from food on 
ñThursdaysò as we intentionally seek 
God and add extra weight to our 
praying. Fasting demonstrates ñWeôre 
serious and weôre focused.ò 

3. Daily Reminders 

Some people might like to set a daily 
reminder to pray at 20:24 during 2024. 
Using either the prayer below or 
praying using the words from Leviticus 
20:24 which says: But I have promised 
you, óYou will possess their land 
because I will give it to you as your 
possession - a land flowing with milk 
and honey.ô  

God our Father, we give you thanks 
and praise for all that you've done in 
our past and thank you for your 
faithfulness to us over many years.  

We believe that you've called us to be 
a healthy growing church for all ages. 
We believe that you have good plans 
and purposes for our future. 

We believe you have said ñEnlarge the 
place of your dwellingò and itôs time to 
Plan for Growth.  

We pray that you will make it possible 
for us to acquire the land next door, to 
help with our growing church family.  

Thank you in advance for providing all 
the provisions we need! Lord increase 
our faith for this project ï we believe 
you can do it! 

We donôt want to settle for anything 
less than your best for us. Help us to 
think big! Amen 

NHFA Giving 

 

For donations, 
please scan the QR 
code or/and see 
information on the 
page overleaf 

4. Pray the Declaration Prayer: 
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New Home For Ashwood 
Update 

As we move into 2025, 
our New Home for 
Ashwood project is at a 
critical juncture. 
Unfortunately, we still 
havenôt secured the 
necessary planning 
permission that we 
anticipated to come 
through in September, 
and there remain 
significant hurdles with 
the Highways Department that we 
must overcome. 

We urgently need a breakthrough in 
this process. The delays are 
challenging, but we continue to trust 
that God has a plan and will make a 
way. We ask for your continued 

prayers for a swift 
resolution with the 
Highways 
Department and the 
granting of planning 
permission. 

Your prayers, 
support, and 
encouragement are 
crucial as we step 
into this new year. 
Together, letôs seek 

Godôs intervention and believe for the 
breakthrough we desperately need. 

Thank you for standing 
with us. 

Blessings, 
Bob Goody 

On behalf of the  
NHFA team 

RELEVANT SKILLS / EXPERIENCE  

If you believe you have some relevant experience or skills that could benefit the 
project you can email nhfa@ashwoodchurch.org.uk  

We are unlikely to be able to utilise every offer ï but we would love to hear from 
you if you think you might be able to help. We will compile a directory which we 
can draw on during the lifetime of the project. 

Thanks for all of your encouragement and support! 

ñUnless the Lord Builds the House the builders labour in vainò Psalm 127 

Matt & Claire Bell / Owen Wright / Elaine Torr 

mailto:nhfa@ashwoodchurch.org.uk
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Our NEXT Baptism Sunday provisionally Sunday 8th June 

If youôve never been baptised, please speak to someone, and find out more.  

We already have a number of people interested in being baptised.   

Could this next time be you? 

Please contact your LifeGroup Leader or Youth Leader or email 

admin@aswhoodchurch.org.uk or bec@ashwoodchurch.org.uk to register 

your interest or if you would like to have a conversation. 

Alpha 2025 

By the time Ashwood News 
is published, Alpha 25 will 
have started, but it is not too 
late to join on if you wish.   

At the point of writing we 
have 20 people (including Team) 
booked on and I am really looking 
forward to building relationships and 
encouraging conversations (hoping for 
some challenging ones!!!) 

The course is running until Tuesday  
1
st
 April this year, with a full day on 

Saturday 8
th
 March to learn more about 

the Holy Spirit and build a deeper 
relationship. 

Come and join us for a chance to share 
your thoughts and hear what others 
think.  Listen to some inspiring 
testimonies and enjoy 
fellowship with others. 

Sallie Bates 
Alpha Coordinator 

The Marriage 

Course 

We are looking forward to 
running the Marriage Course 
again starting in February 
(Thursday evenings) in the 

Ashwood Centre. Please speak to or 
email Andy or Gisela to express 
interest or book in.  

The Marriage Course is a series of 
seven sessions, designed to help 
married couples invest in their 
relationship and build a strong 
marriage.  

The Marriage Course videos..  

¶ é have had a positive impact on the 
relationship of 99% of couples whoôve 
tried it 

¶ é include stimulating 
private conversations 
guided by helpful 
discussion points 

 Andy and Gisela 
Beighton 

ñIt helped us have conversations we 
didnôt know we needed to haveò 

mailto:admin@aswhoodchurch.org.uk
mailto:bec@ashwoodchurch.org.uk
mailto:gisela@ashwoodchurch.org.uk
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Opportunities to pray 
TOGETHER: 

We believe prayer is so important in 
the life of Ashwood. If you consider 
yourself part of our Ashwood Family ï 
please find ways of joining with us to 
pray. 

ñPrayer Rallyò  
Every Sunday morning 9.50am  
at the Ashwood Centre before the 
meeting 

ñPray Firstò  
Fridays 7.00-7.30am on Zoom* 

ñPrayer Spaceò  
Thursdays 9.30 -10.30am on Zoom*  

ñTouching Heavenò  
Please join us! Everyone welcome! 
The people of God in the Presence of 
God.  
5th February, 5th March and 2nd April 

ñPrayer for the New Home for 
Ashwoodò  
See page 4 

TRANSFORMED 
WORSHIP NIGHTS 2025 
Sunday Evenings 7pm. 

Provistional dates:  
23
rd
 Feb / Saturday 24

th
 May / 21

st
 

Sept / 23
rd
 Nov  

Letôs gather together to worship and 
to press in to all that God has for us!  
Join us for a night of praise, worship 
and seeking God. And make sure you 
have the other dates for 2025!  

On these evenings we gather together 
to worship, recognising that as we do, 
we can be transformed in Godôs 
presence.  We often find ourselves 
praying for a fresh in-filling of the Holy 
Spirit and praying for those who need 
a touch from God.   

*For Zoom meetings, find details on 

your weekly email. 
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Dear Heavenly Father, 
We worship you and thank you for a 
New Year. We thank you for the new 
mercies, greater grace, and fuller life 
that it will bring. May it be a year full of 
your favour in our lives. Keep your 
hand of blessing on us so that we can 
bless others. Open up doors that have 
been closed in the past. Lead us 
beside still water so that our souls are 
refreshed this year. Bring restoration to 
the parts of our lives that have been 
shattered and broken. 

You alone 
are our 
strong 
foundation. 
You are the 
One we build 
our lives on. 
May we see 
growth and 
progress 
spiritually, 

financially, and emotionally in 2025. 
We know that you are good, and that 
you have good things for us. We give 
you the freedom to move and work in 
our lives this year as you see fit. Your 
plan for our lives is better than any 
plan we could ever come up with. We 
submit to you, your plans, and your 
goals for our lives. 

Help us to add value to our friends, 
family, and those who cross our path 
this year. Give us ñGod ideasò on how 
to build others up so they are rightfully 
restored to the people you created 
them to be. 

Give us 
greater 
wisdom in all 
areas of our 
life so we 
make better 
choices this 
year. Give us 
discernment 
so we can 
know your 

voice, your path, and your direction in 
our lives. May this be a year of 
tremendous growth, productivity, and 
expansion for us and your Kingdom. 
Use us to spread your light, your life, 
and your compassion so that you will 
be lifted up and people will be drawn 
to you. Thank you in advance for all 
youôre going to do, and we give you all 
the honor and glory as we dedicate 
this year to you.  

In Jesus' name we pray, 

Amen! 

Claire Bell 

Senior Leader  

Ashwood Church 
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Prayer opens doors 
A North Korean believer says in Open 
Doorsô latest prayer diary: 'Give thanks 
that in the midst of the darkness, God 
is at work! Because of your prayers, 
the underground church in North 
Korea is expanding and doors will 
open for more people to know God." 

We pray... 

¶ For good health and wellbeing for 
people in our Church, Community 
and the NHS with the pressures of 
winter flu and other bugs that has 
led to the current crisis in our 
hospitals. 

¶ For those affected by Climate 
Change: 

¶ For those affected by recent flooding 
due to too much water and dirty 
polluted water flooding homes and 
communities. 

¶ For the work of 
WATER AID and 
other charities 
providing clean 
water and 
sanitation in places 
like Malawi to 
people who 
otherwise don't 
have access to it. 

Ellie Simmons shares so movingly: 
ñWhere there's water, there's health, 
opportunity, confidence and progress. 
Where there's water, there's a way. 
That's why we'll keep working until 
everyone has it.ò You can watch the 
video here: https://
www.youtube.com/ 
watch?v=1d7Wv-oj8Uo 

Praying Local and Global 
At the beginning of 2025 it's a good opportunity to reflect on all the GOOD that 
has been achieved over the past year as a result of US being salt and light.  

We give thanks for Godôs Glory and the GOOD seed of God's Word sown into 
peopleôs lives, locally and globally. We pray it will be fruitful, bringing transfor-
mation, praise and glory to God, that it will bring God's Kingdom and that His will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven, bringing FAITH, HOPE and LOVE. 

ARISE AFRICA global campaign: 
The African Church is asking you to stand with them 
against violent persecution. Join the ARISE AFRICA 
campaign to stop the violence and start the healing. You 
can add your name to their global petition online follow-
ing the links below. Paper copies, are available from 
Dave and Christine Redfern. 

https://www.opendoorsuk.org/act/arise-africa/ 

https://leavesofhealing.org/ 

https://www.wateraid.org/uk/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1d7Wv-oj8Uo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1d7Wv-oj8Uo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1d7Wv-oj8Uo
https://www.opendoorsuk.org/act/arise-africa/
https://leavesofhealing.org/
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COMING and GOING in 2025 

As I've been praying for Ashwood 
Church I've seen us coming and going 
more and more. 

What do I mean by that? Building on 
our theme of HOME last year... HOME 
is always important for life, fruitfulness 
and flourishing. So often in the Bible 
we read God's call to: 'Come to me...' 
'Return to me...' 'I will be your Father 
and you will be my sons and 
daughters," says the Lord Almighty' 
2Corinthians 6:18. 

Jesus says, "Come follow me and I will 
make you..." "Come to me and I will 
give you rest..." "Make yourselves at 
HOME in my love and I will make 
myself at home in you." God's Word 
encourages us to come HOME into 
God's presence to receive unfailing 
LOVE, security, acceptance and 
significance. 

Coming HOME is important to growing 
our relationship with God, through 

Jesus in the power of God's Spirit. 

We also come together in so many 
contexts to do life together and care for 
one another. Coming together is so 
very important to growing healthy 
relationships. 

From that secure foundation of LOVE 
there then comes the call to "GO...!" 

'Go and enter the promised land and I 
will be with you...' Exodus 33 

"Go and make disciples [followers or 
apprentices] of all nations, teaching 
them to obey everything I've taught 
you... and I will be with you always 
even to the end of the age." Matthew 
28 

I see us growing in confidence in all 
our coming and going this 
year. Whether that's going 
local or global. Wherever 
we go, let's go with the 
confidence that Jesus is 
with us always! 

Dave Redfern 

Hope over Poverty 
Tearfund says, 'Poverty is not God's 
plan - but you are!' 

Tearfund's Church and Community 
Transformation programme works 
through local church partnerships to 
meet people in their poverty and 
suffering, brings people together to 
learn how to see and use what God 
has already given them, helps and 
supports people to live productive, 
sustainable and fruitful lives freed from 
the chains and pains of poverty. 

In the latest copy of TearTimes we can 
read how Tearfund is Bringing HOPE in 
South Sudan through HOPE FM radio 
station, broadcast by the Church 
Diocese of Kajo-Keji. There's also an 

article about a new 
book: 'THE HOPEFUL 
ACTIVIST: Discovering 
the vital change you 
were made to bring'  
[by Rich Gower and 
Rachel Walker] https://
spckpublishing.co.uk/
the-hopeful-activist 

Tearfund have been working in Malawi 
since 2003 bringing HOPE through 
Church and Community Transformation 
training and resources to bring about 
lasting change. You can read about 
their work in Malawi on their web-link 
below: 

https://www.tearfund.org/about-us/
our-impact/where-we-work/malawi 

https://spckpublishing.co.uk/the-hopeful-activist
https://spckpublishing.co.uk/the-hopeful-activist
https://spckpublishing.co.uk/the-hopeful-activist
https://www.tearfund.org/about-us/our-impact/where-we-work/malawi
https://www.tearfund.org/about-us/our-impact/where-we-work/malawi
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LINKS CHARITY / SAM WALKER 
and the LINKS AFRICA HUB in 

Kenya: 

We give thanks for the Links Africa 
Partners Summit which was held in 
Kenya for the first time at our new 
Links Africa Hub, where Sam Walker, 
our Ashwood member, has been based 
since 2024. 

The 2024 Links Magazine tells stories 
of what God is doing through all the 
partnerships, in Africa and around the 
globe. Pages 6-7 are about Sam's work 
in Kenya : 

https://linksinternational.us5.list-
manage.com/track/click?
u=f2eb90c00d7b6c36e6cb14c52&id=
6f51597ec4&e=a80146793f 

We continue to pray for the Links Africa 
Hub appeal and the work of Sam and 
the team in Embu, Kenya. 

The team has grown to 15 regular 
workers, with over half having some 
physical or cognitive impairment. They 
are a testimony of inclusion to their 
community and beyond. 

The vision for the Links Africa Hub is to 
become a place of excellence to 
showcase who and what Links are and 
better serve their Africa partnerships: 
ñIn 2025, we aim to expand our impact 
into the communities around the hub 
and on the continent of Africa where we 
work with partner organisations.ò 

We will be: 

¶ Creating income streams for God's 
Kingdom in hospitality and agriculture; 
this includes livestock projects and 
hosting churches and groups. 

¶ Engaging and empowering the 
community through resourcing and 
training in areas of healthcare and 
business. 

¶ Setting up sustainable projects like 
solar power for the site and creating 
jobs. 

Through the amazing response to the 
Links Africa Hub Impact appeal, the 
vision and hopes of Links team and 
partners can become an increasing 
reality.  

Thank you to Ashwood for their 
ongoing generosity and prayers. 

To partner in prayer with Christians and 
charities around the world moves us 
beyond our comfort zones as we 
embrace the stories of people 
experiencing extreme poverty, suffering 
and persecution... It can seem 
overwhelming and be costly... BUT I 
know it's worth it! Because God is 
always working. 

'May the God of HOPE 
fill you with all joy and 
peace as you trust in 
him.'  

Dave Redfern and  
Sam Walker 

https://linksinternational.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f2eb90c00d7b6c36e6cb14c52&id=6f51597ec4&e=a80146793f
https://linksinternational.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f2eb90c00d7b6c36e6cb14c52&id=6f51597ec4&e=a80146793f
https://linksinternational.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f2eb90c00d7b6c36e6cb14c52&id=6f51597ec4&e=a80146793f
https://linksinternational.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f2eb90c00d7b6c36e6cb14c52&id=6f51597ec4&e=a80146793f
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Helpful to Gather and 
Support  

Iôm definitely not a morning person, but 
with blurry eyes, a yawn and a stretch 
or two, I am glad itôs 7am Friday 
morning ï thatôs right, itôs Pray First!  

Pray First meets every Friday at 7am 
over zoom. Usually, one person leads 
with a short passage from the Bible 
and brief thought to help guide our time 
together, with space for us all to pray 
freely as the Holy Spirit leads. Some 
join the call looking as though they 
have been up for hours, dressed and 
showered ready for the day, others roll 
straight out of bed still in their pyjamas, 
some clutching their morning 
coffee.For me, I am chomping on 
breakfast and hoping my chewing 
noises arenôt picked up over zoom. 
Some join with the camera on, some 
with the camera off, some have lots to 

say, others say very little, it really 
doesnôt matter, the key is to be present.   

Personally, I find Pray First incredibly 
valuable. It is good to start the day 
putting God first and to be focused on 
things beyond ourselves, I feel it really 
sets me up for the day well.  

We are encouraged to óseek first the 
Kingdom of Godô (Mathew 6) and while 
it is good and important to spend time 
alone with God as we start each day, it 
is definitely helpful and rewarding when 
we gather together supporting each 
other.   

I can fully recommend joining us. Look 
out for the zoom link in 
our weekly emails and 
come and join in, lifting 
our voices and engaging 
with God together, as we 
pray first.   

Abby Clark 

§ Connecting physical, mental and 
spiritual health 

§ Free for the Glory of God 

§ Accessible to all, no matter your level 
of fitness or faith 

§ Warm up, 
aerobics, 
build 
strength, 
stretch and 
meditate 

A new video 
each week on 
YouTube: 
https://www.youtube.com/
@worshipcise 

https://www.youtube.com/@worshipcise
https://www.youtube.com/@worshipcise
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ñBelonging to Ashwoodò ï Next Sessions 

Sunday 2
nd
 March 12-12.45pm after the morning meeting. 

If youôd like to find out what it means to be part of Ashwood ï please join us for 

this short session.  This is the perfect place to ask questions, and hear about 

our vision, values, and mission as a church.  You can also find out how to join a 

LifeGroup or one of our serving teams.  If youôre new to Ashwood or been 

around for a while this is also perfect for you.  

You can just turn up or let us know youôre coming: 

claire@ashwoodchurch.org.uk or 

bec@ashwoodchurch.org.uk  

Future Provisional Dates: 27
th
 April / 8

th
 June  

Prayer Space  

Thursday 9.30-10.30 on zoom  
For a few years now a group of people 
have been meeting together to pray. 
They are often special times in the 
presence of God, being led by the 
spirit of God, speaking out Godôs 
promises and we always go away 
encouraged and with more to carry in 
prayer for the rest of the day. 

We spend 
some of the 
hour giving 
thanks for 
who God is 
and for the 
things we see 
him doing in 
and around 
us. We often 
spend some 

time in his presence in quiet allowing 
Him to stir our prayers. We regularly 
find ourselves praying: for good health 

for those in Ashwood and those we 
know in our family and our community; 
for Ashwood events ï regular and the 
occasional special; for wisdom, 
energy, vision, refreshment for the 
Ashwood Core Team; and for those 
who donôt yet know Jesus. 

Weôd love to 
have others 
join us to 
spend time in 
the presence 
of God with 
the people of 
God ï always 
a pleasure. 
You donôt 

have to come every 
week just join us when 
you can, we are sure 
youôll be encouraged 
too. 

Janet Wright 

 

mailto:claire@ashwoodchurch.org.uk
mailto:bec@ashwoodchurch.org.uk
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Live in the Moment 
A few days before Christmas I woke 
up in the middle of the night having 
had a dream, I remembered a person 
and a phrase. I thought thatôs great I 
might share that with that person and 
went back to sleep! I woke again and 
the phrase was still in my head and it 
was quickly followed by a scripture. 

When I woke in the morning these 
were still there and felt important, so I 
shared them with Matt and we thought 
it good to share with you all on Sunday 
29
th
 December as we were praying 

into 2025. 

The phrase I remembered was ñLive in 
the momentò. Itôs a phrase Iôve heard 
lots of times recently as so many are 
struggling with anxiety, it is supposed 
to help us. The scripture I heard was 
from Matt 6:33-34 ñSeek first the 
kingdom of Godé.donôt worry about 
tomorrow.ò They are words spoken by 

Jesus and it made so much sense to 
me, even in the middle of the night. 

How many of us, me included, spend 
more time thinking about what we are 
doing the next day, the next week, 
worrying about how we are going to do 
something or how we can get out of 
not doing something. The world 
around us is constantly feeding us 
things to worry about, at times it feels 
to me that itôs telling me I have to 
worry. Yet here is Jesus telling us NOT 
to worry about tomorrow. 

If we read the whole of those two 
verses and the couple before, we get 
an even better picture of what Jesus 
was saying to us. 

Mat 6:31-34 ñSo donôt worry about 
these things, saying, óWhat will we 
eat? What will we drink? What will we 
wear?ô These things dominate the 
thoughts of unbelievers, but your 
heavenly Father already knows all 
your needs. Seek the Kingdom of God 
above all else, and live righteously, 
and he will give you everything you 
need. So donôt worry about tomorrow, 
for tomorrow will bring its own worries. 
Todayôs trouble is enough for today.  

This to me is Jesusôs way of saying 
ñLive in the momentò and trust our 
Heavenly Father to help us with 
tomorrow.  
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That doesnôt mean 
we donôt think 
about the next day, 
week or month, or 
that we shouldnôt 
plan or work so we 
are ready for 
tomorrow. Rather, I 
think he is saying 
donôt let tomorrow 
and your concerns 
distract you from 
the most important 
thing, that is to: 
ñSeek the Kingdom 
of God and his 
righteousness.ò 
Jesus understands the pressures of life 
and how the thoughts and concerns of 
what might happen, 
what we might need 
and what we might 
face can become 
overwhelming, yet he 
still says ñDonôt worry 
about them,ò rather 
live in the moment, 
make the most of 
today, trust God to 
meet your future 
needs. 

How about making 
these words your 
goal for 2025? Put them as a reminder 
in your phone, print them to put on the 
back of the toilet door, on your mirror or 
in your car. Commit yourself to look to 
our Heavenly Father when you start 
worrying about the future and commit 
yourself to asking for his help with the 
things you arenôt sure about.  

But also commit 
yourself to looking 
for and enjoying the 
good things in 
today, even if you 
have to look hard 
for them. One of 
those good things 
is God ñlavishing 
his love on his 
childrenò (1 John 
3:1) and so 
wherever we are, 
whatever is 
happening he will 
be doing that, so 
when life is tough, 

pause and look for that love as it can 
be easily missed. The likelihood is that 

if youôve been 
worrying a lot, it 
might take some 
doing to stop it, but 
Jesus has given it to 
us as an instruction, 
so I know it is 
possible to follow it. I 
know that Jesus 
doesnôt leave us to 
go it alone, rather he 
is waiting to help us 
each step of the way. 

So 
hereôs to 2025: Seek 
first the Kingdom of 
God and donôt worry 
about tomorrow, 
rather Live in the 
Moment, knowing 
Godôs love. 

Janet Wright  
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Bold Faith 
I love learning what people are 
passionate about, what enthuses them 
and makes them tick. Itôs wonderful to 
be passionate, but Iôve been 
challenged recently: 

I wonder as 
Christians, do 
we speak 
about Jesus 
with the same 
passion that 
we talk about 
our favourite 
programmes 
or the latest 
trends?  

When we look 
at the book of Acts in the Bible, we 
repeatedly see the boldness of the 
early church in proclaiming the love of 
Jesus to each and every person that 
they met. They relentlessly shared the 
gospel with a fierce passion. Their faith 
appeared so naturally infectious, the 
way Peter speaks to a lame beggar 
saying ñsilver and gold I do not have 

but what 
I do 
have, I 
give to 
you. In 
the 
name of 
Jesus 
Christ of 

Nazareth, walkò (Acts 3:6) and the 
man is healed! Peter chose to be bold.  

Now Peter had let Jesus down in the 
past - surely denying Jesus 3 times 
must have put a downer on things, but 
here he actively made a choice to be 
bold, to step out and to seize the 

opportunity God had given him.    

What would the manôs life have 
been like if Peter had looked the 
other way?   

What opportunities has God given you 
this week?  

Maybe you could have told that 
worried friend that you were praying 
for them?  

Maybe this week if someone asks how 
your weekend was, you could say 
what you love about church? 

It seems today as if Jesus is 
whispering to you, as He has 
always done, ñbe readyò. He wants 
you to be ready for the opportunities 
that Heôs going to give you, to be 

ready to 
be bold 
for Him.   

Peter 
didnôt 
heal the 
beggar 
in his 
own 
strength 
but in 

Godôs. The Father isnôt asking us to do 
the impossible on our own, He is 
inviting us to come alongside what He 
is already doing. He is already at work, 
we just need to be bold and join in.    

How could you be 
bolder in your walk 
with Jesus this 
week? 

Bec Goody 
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Christmas for  
the community 

What a fantastic start to the Christmas 
Holiday Season! Over 190 people 
came to Breakfast in Whoville.  

It was a great morning of family fun 
with craft activities, treasure hunt, sing-
a-longs and hanging out with the 
characters Anna, Elsa, Woody and the 
infamous Grinch (a softy at heart!).  

It was lovely 
to gather 
families 
from around 
our 
wonderful 
community, 
some who 
came 
through our 
Seesaw 
Toddler 
Group and 
plenty of 
new faces.  

It was great to see a number of the 
families join us to our Carol Service 
and Christingle on the Sunday.  

Claire Bell 
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Ashwood LifeGroups 

LifeGroups have always been 
important for maintaining support and 
care and also a place to grow 
spiritually. LifeGroups are a committed 
place in Ashwood where you can get 
to know a group of people, share life 
together and support a smaller group 
of people. Itôs also a safe place where 
we encourage one another to be 
followers of Jesus. 

We continue to add new people to our 
groups which is always a great 
pleasure, and is a great way to 
become part of the Ashwood Family. 

If you are new to Ashwood or maybe 
youôve started connecting with us on 
Sundays online, and you would like us 
to introduce you to one of our friendly 
LifeGroups. Please email 
admin@ashwoodchurch.org.uk 
and weôll be in touch with you! 

What are LifeGroups all 
about? 

These are the four core values 
that are at the heart of all of 
our LifeGroups: 

1. WELCOME ï LifeGroups 
are inclusive and a really 
positive place for everyone to 
ñshare lifeò together. 

2. RELATIONAL ï LifeGroups are a 
place of high commitment where 
people are supported, through trusting, 
open and accountable positive 
relationships. 

3. GROWING ï We believe that the 
Christian life will always include 
spiritual development as we seek to 
become more like Jesus. LifeGroups 
are a great place to do this. 

4. JESUS CENTRED ï We want to be 
a community of people who know the 
truth of Jesus and live by His Spirit. 
Prayer, sharing Godôs word and 
exercising the gifts of the Spirit are all 
part of keeping Jesus unashamedly at 
the centre of all we are about. 

In our LifeGroups weôll start the year 
praying together and then a short 
season called ñLife Hacksò ï helping 

us consider 
how to live 
life well and 
overcome 
some of 
lifeôs 
biggest 
challenges 
with the 
teaching of 
Jesus! 
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Being part of a LifeGroup is a great way to deepen your faith and do life with 
others.  At Ashwood we aim for our LifeGroup to be: Welcoming, relational, 
Jesus centered and a place to grow! LifeGroups are such a brilliant place to 
share, grow and learn together, supporting one another in the highs and lows of 
life.  

Itôs great hearing from people who are 
new to church and LifeGroups 

Josie and Pete joined a LifeGroup a 
few months ago.   

LifeGroup is one of the 
most significant aspects of 
being a part of the church 
Josie:  

I didn't grow up in a religious 
household, however, my Mum did. She 
used to take me and my siblings to 
church every Christmas eve. I've 
always felt the presence of God around 
me, but I only ever reached out to him 
in times of need, selfishly.  

Since coming to Ashwood, I have been 
able to put my identity in Christ and 
tried to live a better life by making 
wiser choices. My children also enjoy 
coming to Ashwood and now when 
they see a rainbow in the sky they say 
"that's God's promise".   

Pete:  

Last year I embarked on a new spiritual 
adventure. My relationship with Jesus, 

which had been poor for a while, has 
recently improved. By walking into 
Ashwood Church and experiencing a 
genuine sense of inclusion and 
belonging to a larger community that 
exemplifies and teaches the path of 
Jesus.  

The LifeGroup which I've been 
attending for a short while is one of 
the most significant aspects of 
being a part 
of the church.  

I've learnt a lot 
throughout this 
period 
because it led 
me to discover 
Jesus and his 
teachings.  

Josie and 
Pete  
Raffan 

If youôre interested in 
finding out more 
about joining a Life-
Group why not come 
along to a Belonging 
to Ashwood session 
or get in touch with 

Bec- 
bec@ashwoodchurch

.org.uk ? 

LifeGroups Together... 

é was enjoyed by many over the last year.  
Here are some more dates to put in your diary: 

¶ 9th March:  Kirkby Central / Portland, Huthwaite and  
 Ravenshead:  

¶ 16th March: Mansfield, Skegby Mansfield and  
 Kirkby West 

¶ 23rd March: Coxmoor, Sutton and Kirkby East  

mailto:bec@ashwoodchurch.org.uk
mailto:bec@ashwoodchurch.org.uk
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If you are interested / want to know 
more, email 

admin@ashwoodchurch.org.uk 

mailto:admin@ashwoodchurch.org.uk
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Welcome and hospitality are really important to us at Ashwood, we long to see 
every person made to feel welcomed and cared for whether they are new to us 
or whether they have been coming to us for while. We hope people feel seen 
and valued from the moment they come through the church doors to the 
moment they leave and beyond!  

Every person helps to cultivate a welcoming atmosphere, but our welcome and 
hospitality team play a big role in sustaining this!  

Small acts of kindness 
Volunteering in the Sunday church car 

park is more than just a 
duty; itôs a 
heartwarming 
experience. Each 
week,  

I brave the diverse 
British weather, from sunny skies to 
cold rain, all in service to a greater 
purpose - the spirit of the community 
that shines through. The wide array of 
lovely people I meet is a testament to 
the inclusive spirit of our church 
community. Welcoming each person is 
essential in the house of God, setting 
a positive tone for their worship 
experience. 

Through this service, Iôve gained 
profound insights. The gratitude 
expressed by worshippers, the 
companionship among fellow 

volunteers, and the shared mission of 
serving the community create a deeply 
rewarding experience. Itôs in these 
small acts of kindness, like guiding 
someone to a parking spot or offering 
a cheerful greeting, that the essence 
of our faith is truly lived out. 

Volunteering here has taught me the 
value of connection and the 
importance of creating a welcoming 
environment. The essence of our faith 
is lived out in these small, meaningful 
interactions. Itôs a reminder that 
everyone is part of a larger family. Itôs 
more than just managing a car park; 
itôs about nurturing a 
sense of belonging and 
making a difference. 
Come be part of this 
beautiful journey - itôs a 
blessing in itself.  

Lalith  
Chandanatilake 

We here from Lally this month - he and his wife Anusha have come from  
Sri Lanka and have been such a blessing to us. 

If you would like to be involved in the welcome team, please speak to Janet W. 
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Neil is the lead Pastor of a church in 
Northern Ireland. He and his wife 
Judith are foster carers and adoptive 
parents. We want to share a bit of their 
story with you, as their 
church is a wonderful 
example of a family 
where everyone 
belongs and everyone 
cares. 

The churchôs journey 
with looking after care-
experienced children 
began with one woman fostering a 
young boy.  
Neil and Judith looked after him for one 
weekend and this inspired them to 
become foster carers themselves. In 
the beginning, people didnôt always 
know how to talk about fostering or 
what to ask. But through experience 
and intentionally completing the Home 
for Good Foundations Course as a 
whole church, the congregation grew in 
understanding and sensitivity. Over 
time, fostering has become part of the 
fabric of the church community. 

Today, nine families - roughly half of 
the families at the church - are foster 
carers. Itôs become ñnormal,ò and the 

church community has naturally 
adapted. Simple things, like how 
people talk to foster children, avoiding 
triggering language, or offering meals 
during challenging times, have made a 
big impact. 

When Neil and Judith had emergency 
placements with just a few hoursô 
notice, the church rallied immediately, 
bringing clothes, toys, and anything 

else they needed. 
When the couple 
fostered a day-old 
baby with the hope of 
adopting her, they had 
a particularly tough 
roller coaster year of 
not knowing whether 
the little girl would be 

staying with them for life. Through this 
time the church wrapped around their 
family with love, prayer and support. 
Neil reflected: ñWe just physically, 
emotionally and spiritually couldnôt do it 
without the church.ò 

What stands out most is how everyone 
in the church has a role, even if they 
donôt foster. Whether itôs preparing 
meals, uplifting others in prayer, or 
being a listening ear, this shared 
understanding has made fostering not 
just a calling for a few, but a collective 
journey for everyone.Itôs not just about 
fostering - itôs about the entire 
community being a place of welcome 
and belonging. 

In their last news email, Safe Families 
tell us what difference it makes to a 
fostering couple to be part of a church.  

 


