** ASHWOOD NEWS 25 Year Anniversary
SPECIAL EDITION **
Welcome to this very special edi on of Ashwood News.
We can’t believe it’s 25 years since the very ﬁrst
Ashwood News went to print!
To celebrate – we’ve looked back over the last
quarter of a century of Ashwood News edi ons (a
huge task!) and picked out just a few of the
highlights and stories that featured. If you’re new
to Ashwood Church then we hope you’ll enjoy
seeing just a glimpse of our history. For those
who have been part of our church family for
25 years – we hope we can provide you with
some happy memories! As we put this
together, we thank God for the huge range
of people who contributed in order for us
to be the church we are today! Many
great friends who have moved on to other
places or some cases transi oned to heaven. We
hope you enjoy reading and celebra ng with us…..
Picture: First Edi on Ashwood News Front Cover

Interes ng Headlines: I wonder what they were all about!
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A'er Impact 95
25 years ago back in May 2005 Ashwood News had its ﬁrst edi on. Ashwood Church had
just completed a big mission into Kirkby called Impact 95, with a team of evangelists
from around the country coming to help us share the gospel through lots of diﬀerent
events touching many diﬀerent people. Mission team prepara on had been over 6
months or so and during that me we produced an Impact 95 Update: ﬁrstly each
month and then running up to the mission, each week, that kept everyone in Ashwood
aware of what was being planned, where they could help and prayer points. This worked
so well that we decided to con nue with a monthly newsle9er.
The ﬁrst edi on was only 6 pages long, was printed in black and white with no photos
just clipart and home-drawn pictures. It included a report about what was happening
a;er Impact ’95, celebrated the arrival of two babies, shared various diary dates –
celebra ons, conferences, March for Jesus’, Opera on A-Z and had a page introducing a
few new people in church.

Over the coming years things changed: computer skills improved, emails became more
common so more people could contribute more easily and each me we got a more advanced photocopier the print quality improved. In 2006 we created a pre-printed front
cover, we began adding photos in 2007 and ﬁnally we printed in colour in January 2015.
For a number of years we also produced an Ashwood Review, a great record of what
happened over a year, but was a very big job!
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Graham Bell
As we look back at Ashwood News’ development we
want to acknowledge and honour Graham Bell’s
enormous involvement and input over many years.
From the start, Graham’s ar cles, oversight,
sugges ons, technical support not to men on proof
reading and encouragement were so valuable and
con nued to be very important as Ashwood News
evolved into what you can now see today.
As we celebrate Ashwood News we have selected
some of the many photos that have appeared in
Ashwood News over the years that demonstrate who
he was: our senior leader but also pastor, teacher,
worship leader, unique and wonderful singer, (!) a
friend, a husband and a father and someone who
didn’t mind looking a li9le strange from me to me!

Woody the Ashwood Bear:
Woody made his ﬁrst appearance in 2003 and has been loved by many over the years.
He always entertains with his cheeky an cs including our French visitors in 2008. He’s
been to church mee ngs, Seesaw par es, Sunday A;ernoon Tea and a leaders conference. He’s shown us his exercise rou nes, Christmas presents, ﬂipped pancakes and
more!
It was said in 2004 that Woody “does seem to have a great
fondness for Molly, perhaps because he knows she is a huge
teddy bear fan and thinks he can get in on the act!”
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Ashwood Church
In Ashwood News we’ve celebrated many things—over 100
bap sms, nearly 30 weddings, 3 people have published
books (Molly Bell, Carl Webber & Allan Horsﬁeld), and we
shared together in sadness when people have died,
including Graham Bell in 2014, our
senior leader for so many years.
We’ve celebrated passing of exams,
driving tests, new jobs and promo ons along with tes monies of
God doing some extraordinary things in people’s lives.
We celebrated in May 2001 Graham and Molly Bell (right) leading
the church for 10 years and then in 2013 Ashwood’s 40th
birthday. In the midst of that celebra on Graham and Molly
passed on the leadership of Ashwood to Ma9 and Claire. (Photo
below le;)

In January 1999 we formally moved from being part of the Pioneer Network to being
part of the Ground Level Network.
We’ve had lots of fun at church weekends away with amazing speakers: Stuart & Irene
Bell (1999) Chris Lewis—Refresh. Release. Resource. (2002) Roy and Lydia Todd (2010)
and groups of Ashwood folks have enjoyed weekends camping together over the years.
Photo above right: Ma9 reading a bed me story in 2010!
As we’ve grown bigger we’ve enjoyed a
number of Mini-Conferences: Stronger
Church with Stuart Bell, Developing the
Prophe c with Steve Hepden, Pursuing
the Presence of God with Jarrod Cooper
and Faith Journey with Steve and Angie
Campbell. We’ve also beneﬁted from
lots of visi ng speakers over the years.
This was Ashwood Church in 2010
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Ashwood in the Community
For many, many years Ashwood Church has been inten onal about being part of the
communi es where we live and this has been reﬂected and reported month a;er
month, year a;er year through Ashwood News. Here are a few of the many events that
have happened through the years:
Ravenshead Ready Call (RRC) a good neighbourhood scheme, was launched in March
1996, with Molly Bell as coordinator: aiming to link those in need in the community with
those oﬀering help. In 2001 RRC “completes a record 1060 jobs during the year” It
con nues today oﬀering help to many people in the community.
Sunday Lunches provided by The Ravenshead Community
Ac on Group for some of the older folks in the community from
the end of 1996 to 2002. This was then followed by Sunday
A'ernoon Teas both providing a li9le food, company for those
who ﬁnd the weekends long and lonely and spiritual reﬂec on.
Alterna ves Pregnancy Crisis Centre opened in 2004 oﬀering
support and counseling to those with an unexpected pregnancy
and those who had had an abor on.
Social Ac on Days took place in Kirkby between 2008 and 2011
—one memorable one was started in the pouring rain and wind,
did that stop us? No, around 40 people turned out and collected
5.5 tonnes of rubbish!
Kirkby Kindness Day in 2008 found Ashwood folks in so many
diﬀerent places giving away lollipops, ﬂowers, cakes, fruit
parcels and biscuits. There were treasure hunts, cra; ac vi es,
and face pain ng as well as li9er picking. Over 550 man, woman
or teenager hours were added to the Hope08 1 million hours of
acts of kindness.
The Queens Jubilee in 2012 saw us
doing many events in the community
including
having
a
recipe
compe on which was great fun and we published the
recipes in a book when we’d ﬁnished.
Foodbank (Kirkby Storehouse) began in its present form at
the end of 2013. But did you know that over the years we
have provided food hampers to parents at Coxmoor Nursery
and to Kirkby Youth Hostel at mes when they were needed.
This ar cle is from November 1996.
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Children and Young People
There have always been lots of children and young people in
Ashwood Church and Ashwood News has reported and
celebrated what’s been going on. In 2000 this was our vision
for them, that hasn’t changed even if the names and styles
of mee ngs have. Here are a few photos and events of the
many photos of kids and young people over the years.
For many years “Sonshine Gang” was our community
children’s weekly group, headed up by Molly Bell for much
of the me. It was very well a9ended and loved by all who
came. It ﬁnished at the end of 1998. Since then we’ve had
Ac on Sta on, Pzazz, Wildlife, Gazoo, and more recently
Friday Night Takeaway.
We’ve run Holiday Clubs,
‘Make Lunch’ feeding kids
ini a ve and lots of family
events, fun-days, Seesaw
Toddler Group and been
into several local schools. All encouraging the children to
learn about and discover for themselves how Jesus loves
them and wants them to love, serve and worship him.
Young People have always been a focus in Ashwood and
they have always had ac ve sessions to learn together,
to encourage each other and go deeper in their faith.
Over the years they have got really involved in the life of
the church: being part of the worship team, welcome
team, kids holiday clubs, worked hard at our social
ac on days and community days and lots more.
They’ve also had residen al weekends away at Bonsall
Camp, Alton Castle and Hope
Centre, Edale and groups went
to France and Mablethorpe.
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HeavenScent
HeavenScent began in July 2001 on Morven
Park each weekday evening for two weeks. It’s
aim “to build good rela onships with young
people and show them Jesus by our
ac ons, words and lives. Please pray that the
fragrance of God’s Presence ﬁlls Kirkby.” It’s
certainly done that as we’ve been on the park
each year since!
I was amazed to ﬁnd this ar cle printed in June
2001—before HeavenScent took place. How
true it proved to be!!
In 2011 we thought we’d have a break, but in a public mee ng it was obvious that
people in our community liked and appreciated the event
much more than we realized so we changed our plans and
HeavenScent went ahead.
Kirsty wrote in Ashwood News: “Our reputa on is going
ahead of us! The police say that the crime rate drops
whenever HeavenScent is on, the council street team talk
about the social ac on we've done in the past….but I get
really excited about the church out in the community and
having a posi ve impact and showing the love of God and
his grace to the people we come into contact with.
It’s moved from an event for young people to an event for
all the family, s ll loved by many!

New Arrivals
Over the years we’ve
announced the arrival of
nearly 60 babies including
this lovely crew in the
Ashwood Review 2000
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For many years we didn’t have our own building, we made
use of schools, pubs, community halls, people’s homes but
gradually things changed and the Ashwood News has
recorded that journey.
In 1999 we were asking the above ques on…..so the
journey began. We looked at a variety of buildings around
Kirkby, then in 2001 we discovered that an old factory
building on Portland St was up for sale— what is now The Ashwood Centre.
In 2002 Graham wrote in Ashwood News that he felt “God was saying that this building
was ﬁrstly for the beneﬁt of those who are not church and then for us as its second
purpose.”
At the end of 2002 we began work on the building: a new
charity, Ashwood Community Resource (ACR) was created to
run the centre. (photo above: star ng work) Over the next
year money was raised, many hours of hard work was done by
us and the building company and the building transformed.
At the end of 2003 Coreen Brookes expressed the journey like
this:
We had our ﬁrst Church mee ng there on Sunday October
23rd 2003 and the oﬃcial opening on Friday 28th November,
with local MP Geoﬀ Hoon.
Since then Ashwood News has kept us up to date with all the
Centre's news - Church mee ngs and Training Events,
Children’s and Youth ac vi es, Community Events and
Maintenance sessions and so much more.

A New Home for Ashwood
The Ashwood Centre has served us well, giving us a place to be known and to serve in
the community in so many ways. But we recognized along me ago that it was beginning
to show its age and we began working towards “A New Home for Ashwood” this was a
lengthy process and one s ll in progress. On September 15th 2018 the ACR Trustees
symbolically handed over the Ashwood Centre
keys as the two chari es merged.
Refurbishments took place to improve the centre
in the short term, star ng at then end of 2018
with addi onal hea ng in the main hall and
decora ng through 2019 to keep the centre
func oning well un l we can do something new.
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Grapevine/The ONE Event
Many Ashwood people have enjoyed being part of Ground Level’s
Annual Celebra on on Lincolnshire Showground. In the beginning
(back in 1982) it was called Grapevine which a;er 30 years got
reshaped and renamed The ONE Event. Each great weekends of
camping, worship, friendship, teaching, ea ng and so much more.
At the 30th Grapevine Graham wrote in Ashwood News: “God seemed to encourage the
Big Top speakers in what they were going to say so that it all ﬁ.ed together. Teaching
was varied but very good and worship included many diﬀerent
musicians but served us well. There was a strong emphasis on
the diﬀerent genera ons coming together and the engagement
of everyone in worship in such a huge venue seemed
excep onal to me. As always it was great to see the children
and young people come and enjoy the bigger experience.”

Go into All the World!
We might not have reached all the world but over the years many people have travelled
abroad to serve the Kingdom of God in many ways, some for a week or two, some to live
for a year or more: preaching and teaching in churches, working in schools and
orphanages, sharing the gospel, doing physiotherapy, praying for an area, helping with
community projects, delivering training from healthcare to compost making ….and so
many other things.
The places are numerous and some have been visited many mes by many people—as
you can see from the map. As well as inpuTng into people, churches and areas, we have
gained a greater perspec ve of God’s heart, plans and purposes for our world and see
how He’s working in diﬀerent cultures.

SVN
The Senior Volunteer
Network (SVN) was
set up in 1996 by
John
Halle9
to
enable
Chris an
re red teachers to
link with schools
around the world to
share their skills and
experience.
places Ashwood Feet have been to over the years
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Joel’s Journal
When Joel Bell was born he (with some help!) added his ﬁrst
thoughts and perspec ves to Ashwood News. His journal
became a regular feature on the back page and was o6en
the ﬁrst ar cle to be read as he oﬀered light hearted insights
into church, faith and wider events! Ranging from “nappy
explosions” to “recovering Lauren’s birth cer ﬁcate from the dustbin”, from spor ng
triumph’s to poli cal turmoil, if you never go to read any of Joel’s journal here are a few
extracts:
June 2000 “My ﬁrst day began inside Mummy but I could hear some muﬄed voices
outside shou ng push, so I did (but a;erwards Daddy told me it was Mummy who was
pushing). Soon I was outside, I had a li9le cry and so did Mummy and Daddy—They’re
such big babies!
I thanked Gill Isterling for helping Mummy and said she was the bestest midwife in the
world. Me and Daddy had a cuddle whilst the nice ladies looked a;er Mummy. Then we
went upstairs to the baby crying unit - but I decided not to join in!”
The next month he wrote again: “Since the last Ashwood News I have been encouraged
to con nue my journal on life as a new born. Some people have commented how
amazing it is that I can write already! Of course I can’t write! I am only 5 weeks old, I just
tell Daddy what I want to say and he writes it down! …….. “
May 2001: “Hi journal readers! Joel here with a few reﬂec ons on the past few weeks
and a few thoughts on life in general! It’s not long now un l my ﬁrst birthday—I’ll be able
to tell you next month what it feels like to be “one”. To mark the occasion of my birth,
Tony Blair has asked everyone in the country to ﬁll in cards but only put one “kiss” on
them and place it in a “ballot box”. I wonder who will get the most cards, me or Tony?”
“Speaking of Prince Charles, I heard that he visited Canada the other week, and because
of all the foot and mouth problems, the red carpet used to greet him had been sprayed
with disinfectant! I’m sure this is a good idea, but has anyone considered the eﬀect this
could have on the Pope’s visit? As I am told that he is rather par al to kissing the ground!
S ll I would imagine that he, like the whole of the Liverpool team would probably choose
to kiss the carpet as opposed to kissing Prince Charles. “
Nov 2003 Tiger Tim: Tim Henman actually won a tournament!! And he beat the
Wimbledon champion and World Number one to do it!! He pocketed a cool £300 grand
and half a bo9le of Robinson’s squash! Nice one Tim!
And it came to an end in September 2010: “And now it’s back to school!! Which is also
great fun!! New Teachers.... New term.... New challenges .... and a new PE Bag!! Now I’ve
been thinking that seeing as I am one of the oldest in my school now, this year could get
pre9y demanding.... so I’ve talked to someone (who I’ll think you will ﬁnd most
scin lla ng a writer!) to take over my Journal slot..... I’m not saying I won’t be back from
me to me possibly... but watch this space next month for something a li9le
diﬀerent..... But in the mean me obviously Keep the Faith! Love ya! Joel”

T H A N K Y O U !!
Many things have changed over the last 25 years, but
one thing that hasn’t is the Ashwood News Creator,
Administrator, Editor and o;en Contributor – Janet
Wright!
Not only would you not be reading this special 25th
Anniversary Edi on – but you wouldn’t have been
reading any of the others either!
By our reckoning we believe Janet has probably put
together around 244 Ashwood News Edi ons! Which
could mean as many as 7,320 hours (?!) which would
mean about 10 months of Janet’s life preparing Ashwood News for all of us!!
A-M-A-Z-I-N-G!!
Please join us in showing your apprecia on,
love and thanks to Janet!!
We called by earlier this week with a small
expression of our thanks!
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