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Hello Ashwood News Readers! Welcome to our July / August bi-monthly 
collection of information and news! We will look back over the last couple of 
months as well as look ahead to things coming up in the life of the church. If 
youôre new to us, we hope you can find what youôre looking for. Feel free to 
contact us, if we can help you further. Thanks for reading!  

Summer is here! Not necessarily 
based on the weatheré but the date at 
least!! Weôre half way through the year! 
In the business I work for, (I have 2 
jobs!) weôre preparing the Half Year 
ñResultsò for 2024. Ashwood Church is 
very different to a business ï and we 
donôt look at ñresultsò in the same way, 
however, itôs always good to reflect 
and remember whatôs happened! 

ñAshwood Half Year Highlightsò 

We believe that God has said to us 
that we need to ñEnlarge our house; 
build an addition. Spread out our 
home, and spare no expense!ò (Isaiah 
54 verse 2) What does ñEnlarge our 
Houseò mean this year so far? 

¶ We ran out of chairs on Sundays! 
So, weôve bought a bunch more! 

¶ Weôve created a new LifeGroup!  
To accommodate more people! 

¶ Weôve had our largest ever year of 
óregular givingô (23/24) and set our 
largest faith budget for 24/25! 

¶ Refresh 24 (Youth Weekend)  
We took the highest number of 
people this year! 

¶ ñThe Gatheringò - We created a 

brand-new space for anyone to come 
who would simply like to meet with 
others 

¶ Carerôs Support Group ï A new 
group ï for those who care for 
relatives, to meet for support and 
mutual care themselves. 

¶ Volunteer Appreciation Week! Over 
115 different people volunteer in one 
of our different teams or activities! 
Amazing! 

¶ Mini-Conference 2024 ï ñSafe and 
Soundò, highest number of people 
attending! 

¶ And too many more things to 
mention! (Keep reading to catch a 
glimpse of some more!) 

¶ And finally, thereôs also the very 
practical ï ñexpandingò our physical 
HOME ï as we submit our full 
planning application for our new 
building to the Council. Join us on 
Sunday 21

st
 July (in our Sunday 

meeting and afterwards for a short 
while) as we reveal the first view of 
our new building plans and 
design! We canôt wait to share with 
you! 
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ROMANS Series ï Climbing 
the Mountain! 

Over the last month in our Sunday 
meetings and in our LifeGroups weôve 
been studying Paulôs incredible letter 
written to churches in Rome 2000 
years ago. (Based on material and a 
book by Andrew Ollerton.)  

My specific prayer is that for those who 
have never experienced or heard the 
ñGood News of Godò (or Gospel of 
God) that they would hear and respond 
to the invitation of Jesus to accept the 
free gift of salvation. If youôre reading 
this and that is you ï please contact us 
or speak to someone in our Sunday 
meetings. Weôd love to help you start 
following Jesus. 

For those who have been óJesus 
followersô for a while, my prayer is that 
your heart would be set on fire again 
with the good news of God! A fresh 
passion, understanding and a desire to 
share with other people too! Weôre 
encouraging everyone to read the 
different chapters, and ask the Holy 
Spirit to give us new understanding (or 
revelation).  

We will pick up the second part of the 
letter in the Autumn, as we pause at 

the Ridge of Freedom and head 
towards the summit of Hope! 

Summer breaks 

For many people the summer season 
is an opportunity for a slightly more 
relaxed rhythm and maybe a chance to 
get away for a break. It may be a sign 
that Iôm getting older, (!) but over the 
last few years Iôve found a greater 
importance for me, to stop, rest, 
recharge, pause and reflect. Whether 
youôre planning to be away or not over 
the summer, can I encourage you to 
find some time to be quiet, thank God 
for His blessings in your life and invite 
Him to speak to you, and refresh you 
by His Spirit. 

Awaken 

Finally, weôd love you to join us for a 
day or the whole August Bank Holiday 
weekend in Lincoln for the second year 
of the Ground Level Network - Awaken 
Celebration. Where several 
thousand people will gather for 
worship, teaching, encouragement and 
fun!! Ashwood has a growing group 
who will camp together! Booking 
deadline is 31st July. Details on pg 40. 
We wonôt have a normal meeting on 
Sunday 25

th
 August ï as we encourage 

everyone to join us in Lincoln for the 
day / morning if you can. We plan to 
picnic together on 
Sunday tea time. 

God Bless you! 

Matt Bell 
Senior Leader  

Ashwood Church 
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New Home for Ashwood ï 
Continuing to Pray  
In 2024 there are 4 different ways 
weôre asking everyone to join with us in 
prayer. 

1. Monthly Gatherings 

We plan to meet every month in the 
Ashwood Centre from 8-9pm. Here are 
the dates:  

¶ August ï No meeting 

¶ Tuesday 10
th
 Sept 

¶ Tuesday 8
th
 Oct 

¶ Tuesday 12
th
 Nov   

2.Fasting Thursdays 

Weôre also encouraging people to 
consider fasting from food on 
ñThursdaysò as we intentionally seek 
God and add extra weight to our 
praying. Fasting demonstrates ñWeôre 
serious and weôre focused.ò 

3. Daily Reminders 

Some people might like to set a daily 
reminder to pray at 20:24 during 
2024.  Using either the prayer below or 
praying using the words from Leviticus 
20:24 which says: But I have promised 
you, óYou will possess their land 
because I will give it to you as your 
possession - a land flowing with milk 
and honey.ô  

4. Pray the Declaration Prayer: 

God our Father, we give you thanks 
and praise for all that you've done in 
our past and thank you for your 
faithfulness to us over many years.  

We believe that you've called us to be 
a healthy growing church for all ages. 
We believe that you have good plans 
and purposes for our future. 

We believe you have said ñEnlarge the 
place of your dwellingò and itôs time to 
Plan for Growth.  

We pray that you will make it possible 
for us to acquire the land next door, to 
help with our growing church family.  

Thank you in advance for providing all 
the provisions we need! Lord increase 
our faith for this project ï we believe 
you can do it! 

We donôt want to settle for anything 
less than your best for us. Help us to 
think big! Amen 

NHFA Giving 

For donations, 
please scan the 
QR code or/and 
see information 
on the page 
overleaf 



Page 5 Ashwood News 

 

Sharing Plans with Church 

It only seems a few moments since I 
last sat down to write an update on our 
New Home, and things have certainly 
progressed in that time.  

Across the last few weeks, we have 
had people coming to conduct site 
surveys, our architect has been 
finalising the plans, decisions have 
been made on what the new centre 
will look like physically on the outside, 
and the layout of our new home 
internally. There is still a long way to 
go, but we are so excited to finally be 
in a place to give everyone a sneak 
peek of what our new home will look 
like.  

On Sunday 21st July we will be 
sharing the plans in our Sunday 
meeting, and we will be hosting a 
drop-in after church so that 
everyone can see the plans and get 
a glimpse of why we are so excited 
for what God has in store for us in 
the coming years. This will be a 
time to share the plans, that will form 
our official planning application which 
will be sent to the Council, and we will 
then wait with bated and expectant 
breath, for approval to get digging. 

We recognise this is only the next part 
of the journey to our new home, as 
once we have the necessary 

permissions, we then need the money 
to build it. We also know that at some 
point we will need to move out of our 
current home to make way for the new 
home to be built, but more on that as 
our plans become clearer. 

We know that God has called us to 
enlarge our tent, and we already have 
around 1/5th of the required funds, but 
still a long way to go! Please be 
praying and seeking God to see if you 
might be in a position to support 
financially as we move forward. We 
will be praying for and applying for 
grant funding in support, but if you are 
able to give either one-off or would like 
to start giving monthly towards this, 
you can do so through our 
Stewardship account at ï https://
www.stewardship.org.uk/pages/
ashwoodcentre or through our regular 
church bank account and mark it as 
NHFA, if you want to know any other 
details of how to give, contact Becky at 
becky@ashwoodchurch.org.uk 

Thank you all so much for standing 
with us, praying 
alongside us and 
supporting our New 
Home For Ashwood, 
we truly appreciate it. 

Bob Goody 

On behalf of the NHFA 
team 

RELEVANT SKILLS / EXPERIENCE  

If you believe you have some relevant experience or skills that could benefit the 
project you can email nhfa@ashwoodchurch.org.uk  

We are unlikely to be able to utilise every offer ï but we would love to hear from 
you if you think you might be able to help. We will compile a directory which we 
can draw on during the lifetime of the project. 

Thanks for all of your encouragement and support! 

ñUnless the Lord Builds the House the builders labour in vainò  Psalm 127 

Matt & Claire Bell / Owen Wright / Elaine Torr 

https://www.stewardship.org.uk/pages/ashwoodcentre
https://www.stewardship.org.uk/pages/ashwoodcentre
https://www.stewardship.org.uk/pages/ashwoodcentre
mailto:becky@ashwoodchurch.org.uk
mailto:nhfa@ashwoodchurch.org.uk
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If you are interested / want to know 
more, email 

admin@ashwoodchurch.org.uk 

mailto:admin@ashwoodchurch.org.uk
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Serving is so important to us as a church, it helps us to give something back, to 
experience community and to use our giftings and talents for God. There are 
many ways to get involved in serving at Ashwood, one of the ways is through 
serving in childrenôs ministry on a Sunday.  

Abby shares why sheôs part 
of our Earthshakers Team and 

why she loves it! 

ñThrough the praise of children and 
infants you have established a 
stronghold against your enemiesò 
Psalm 8:2 - wow what an awesome 
truth to grasp hold of, how could we 
possibly not invest in our children and 
young people when their praise is so 
powerful! 

Honestly, I volunteer for Earthshakers 
because itsôs fun, itôs life-giving to me, 
it brings me so much joy to see the 
children explore, grow and flourish; 
stepping into all that God has for them.  

Now donôt get me wrong, itôs a 
challenge; working with children and 
young people takes a lot of patience 
and a lot of hard work, but the rewards 
make any struggle worthwhile. I love 
planning the sessions as itôs such a 

creative process ï How do we take 
this ancient Biblical text and help the 
children to see its life? I love the fact 
that I get to see God and His world 
through the eyes of a child, I love it 
when a child discovers something 
new, steps out in faith or encounters 
God while partaking in an activity 
youôve facilitated, itôs such a privilege. 

Children and young people value the 
time we can offer them, even if they 
donôt always know how to express it.  

If youôre interested, I really encourage 
you to find out more about what it 
means to serve on 
the kidsô team, and 
you never know, 
through all the 
crafting, storytelling 
games, and singing 
we may just silence 
the enemy! 

Abby Clarke 

Why not get in touch with Rich Reason if youôre interested in finding out more 
about more in serving in this area! 
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Welcome and hospitality are really important to us at Ashwood, we long to see 
every person made to feel welcomed and cared for whether they are new to us 
or whether they have been coming to us for a while. We hope people feel seen 
and valued from the moment they come through the church doors to the 
moment they leave and beyond! Every person helps to cultivate a welcoming 
atmosphere, but our welcome and hospitality team play a big role in sustaining 
this! 

A great way to feel you 
belong 

I really enjoyed my first morning with 
the Welcome Team at Ashwood 
Church. The moment I walked in, 
someone was there to greet me and 
explain my role éall informal  and 

relaxed. There was even time for a 
quick coffee! I found it so interesting to 
stand back and watch people arrive. 

Everyone greeting each otherélots of 
hugs smiles, laughter and eager chat. 
Once everyone was seated and 
worship began, I felt a sense of Godôs 
presence and a warm satisfaction, I 
had a chance to say hello to others I 

had not acknowledged before. 
Such a privilege. 

I would encourage anyone to have 
a go and join the Welcome.Team 
Itôs helped me 
with my 
confidence and 
is a great way to 
feel I belong to 
the Ashwood 
tribe. 

Maria Graham 
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Opportunities to pray 
TOGETHER: 

We believe prayer is so important in 
the life of Ashwood. If you consider 
yourself part of our Ashwood Family 
ï please find ways of joining with us 
to pray. 

ñPrayer Rallyò  
Every Sunday morning 9.50am  
at the Ashwood Centre before the 
meeting 

ñPray Firstò  
Fridays 7.00-7.30am on Zoom* 

ñPrayer Spaceò  
Thursdays 9.30 -10.30am on Zoom* 
exceptions, see weekly email 

ñTouching Heavenò  

Please join us! Everyone welcome! 
The people of God in the Presence 
of God.  
NOTE: No TOUCHING HEAVEN in 
AUGUST during the summer break. 
Next Dates  
4th September, 2nd October 

ñPrayer for the New Home 
for Ashwoodò  
See separate section 

*For Zoom meetings, find details 

on your weekly email. 

TRANSFORMED WORSHIP 
NIGHTS 2024 

Sunday Evenings 7pm. 
Letôs gather together to worship and to 
press in to all that God has for us on 
Sunday 22nd September! 

Join us for a night of praise, worship 
and seeking God. And make sure you 
have the other dates for 2024: 24th 
November!  

On these evenings we gather together 
to worship, recognising that as we do 
that we can be transformed in Godôs 
presence.  

We often find ourselves praying for a 
fresh in-filling of the Holy Spirit and 
praying for those who need a touch 
from God. 
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Praying for our 
Government 

I urge you, first of all, to pray for all 
people. Ask God to help them; 
intercede on their behalf, and give 
thanks for them. Pray this way for 
kings and all who are in authority so 
that we can live peaceful and quiet 
lives marked by godliness and dignity. 
This is good and pleases God our 
Saviour, who wants everyone to be 
saved and to understand the truth. 1 
Timothy 2:1-4 

If you read last monthôs Ashwood 
News you will know that Iôve found 
myself praying for our Government for 
a few months now, not simply for the 
election but beyond that too. Inviting 
God to help, encourage, guide them, 
give wisdom to parliament and giving 
thanks for them. 

By the 
time you 
are 
reading 
this the 
UK 
election 
will be 
over and 
we will be 

adjusting to a new government. Some 
people will be happy, others wonôt be 
and still others wonôt really care, but 
we are all called to pray for those in 
authority - not simply for their good but 
for ours too. My feeling is that this is 
going to be more important than ever 
before, no doubt there are turbulent 
times ahead, but our prayers will make 

a difference. 

One Friday in our 7am Pray First 
gathering, Andy prayed about ócultureô 
and it reminded me that over the years 
the Ashwood leaders have prayed for 
our culture to change in particular 
areas. Weôve imagined what Ashwood 
might look like, weôve began to pray 
and weôve seen things begin to 
change ï thatôs another article for 
another time perhaps! Culture doesnôt 
change overnight so these prayers 
need praying regularly, they need us 
not to get discouraged or disappointed 
when things donôt happen as quickly 
as weôd like. We need to be persistent 
and constantly checking with the Holy 
Spirit and with scripture to make sure 
our prayers align with Godôs heart. 

As we recently sang ñTo God who is 
able to do immeasurably more than 
we can ever imagine, though his 
power at work in our livesò (part of 
Paulôs prayer in Ephesians 3) a verse 
some of us will be familiar with. I was 
encouraged again to imagine the sort 
of Government Iôd like to see and 
more importantly what God would like 
to see. Dave Redfern reminded me of 
Isaiah 9:6-7 ñFor a child is born to us, 
a son is given to us. The government 
will rest on his shoulders. é..His 
government and its peace will never 
end. He will rule with fairness and 
justice from the throne of his ancestor 
David for all eternity. The passionate 
commitment of the LORD of Heavenôs 
Armies will make this happen!ò So be 
encouraged that as we pray God is 
right behind us (and of course goes 
before us!) 

You can find more resources to inspire our prayers and action by searching 
https://www.christiansinparliament.org.uk/get-involved/pray/eauk.org 

Evangelical Alliance capuk.org Christian Against Poverty 

https://www.christiansinparliament.org.uk/get-involved/pray/
http://eauk.org/
http://capuk.org/
https://capuk.org/
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So here are a few things I saw, I hope 
youôll join me and add other things that 
you could imagine: 

¶ A Culture of Integrity and Truth. We 
hear too much of lies, secrets, cover-
ups, people not acknowledging 
mistakes. Letôs be praying that truth 
becomes the normal. Proverbs 12:22 
ñThe Lord detests lying lips, but He 
delights in men who are truthful.ò 
¶ A Culture of Care in all areas of 
society ï not just for those who have 
money, a voice or live in the right 
place. Letôs be praying for good 
governance, decisions and 
resources into: the NHS, Social 
Care, for Care of the Elderly and for 
Refugees ï to name a few areas. 
Matthew 25:40 ñAnd the King will 
say, óI tell you the truth, when you 
did it to one of the least of these my 
brothers and sisters, you were 
doing it to me!ôò 
¶ A Culture of Justice in our Land 
ï particularly for the marginalised 
and those who have no voice. 
Zechariah 7:9 ñAnd the word of the 
LORD came again to Zechariah: 
ñThis is what the LORD Almighty 
says: 'Administer true justice; show 
mercy and compassion to one 
another. Do not oppress the widow 
or the fatherless, the alien or the 
poor. In your hearts do not think evil 
of each other.ò 
¶ A Culture of Working Together 
rather than tearing each other 
down/opposing each other. It will 
mean compromise but letôs pray that 
they find common ground that works 
for the good of our country and not 
just for a few. Psalm 133:1ñHow good 
and pleasant it is when Godôs people 
live together in unity!ò 
Letôs pray for those who work in and 

around the government who know and 
love Jesus. Whether MPôs (or local 
councillors) their supporting staff, the 
media, security staff... for their 
influence to be godly, good, 
wholesome and wise. 1 Tim 2:1-4 

To finish: I discovered recently that ñBig 
Benôsò (the Bell at Westminster) chime 
has words to go with it, from Handelôs 
ñThe Messiahò: 

ñAll Through this hour, 
Lord be my guide 
That by your power, 
no foot shall slideò 

The original intent of bells was to be a 
call to prayer and worship. We can still 
pray this today. You can find out more 
about this and listen to a song that was 
inspired by these words by go to this 
link: https://youtube.com/watch?
v=YXwg0H38eJw&feature=share 

Janet Wright 

Get in touch if you find yourself praying 
for our government so we can support 
and share prayer ideas. 

https://youtube.com/watch?v=YXwg0H38eJw&feature=share
https://youtube.com/watch?v=YXwg0H38eJw&feature=share
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opendoorsuk.org 

Please join in as I keep praying for 
INDIA following their election results in 
June. We can join with our Christian 
family giving Thanks to God for signs 
of hope: 

For the first time in 3 elections the 
Hindu nationalist Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and his leading party 
BJP didn't win a parliamentary 
majority, consequently they've had to 
form a coalition with other parties. 
Additionally, the opposition alliance 
has made a strong comeback. 

This gives hope for positive change 
and a call from the majority of Indian 
people against communal divisions 
and in favour of positive and 
communal development at all levels. 
Please pray for the upholding and 
strengthening of Freedom of Religion 
or Belief as a constitutional right and 
cultural acceptance. This is a prayer 
for all Christians suffering persecution 
for their faith. Open Doors partners in 
India are saying, "It 
is crucial for us to 
remain vigilant and 
supportive of our 
global Christian 
community. We must 
continue to stand 
together." 

Dave Redfern 

Praying Global: 
For many 
years 
Ashwood has 
worked with 

Links in prayer, mission and finance. 
Their mission is to ñconnect people, 
confront poverty and create potentialò. 
Links works with partners around the 
world to provide long-term 
sustainable solutions and lasting 
change.'https://www.links.charity/ 

Sam Walker in Kenya:  

Sam, who grew up in Ashwood and is 
still very much a part of us as LINKS 
Africa Region Coordinator and moved 
from Malawi to Embu, Kenya this 
year. This is a miracle story unfolding 
of God's relational provision and 
perfect timing. All is for His Glory!  

As he develops the new Links Africa 
Hub in Kenya, here are some prayer 
points for the coming months: 

¶ Developing and serving new 
partnerships in East Africa. 

¶ Releasing resources and funding 
from the new Links Appeal for the 
Africa Hub and partners. 

¶ Legal and registration issues for the 
new Links Africa Hub are ongoing 
and challenging. 

¶ Sam will travel to Malawi and 
Zambia in July and August to serve 
Links partners and reconnect with 
the church. 

¶ More opportunities to disciple and 
minister to those with disabilities at 
and around the Kenya site. 

¶ Kenya is experiencing violent 
protests against corruption and 
taxing the poor. 

You can find more information on the 
latest LINKS  

Newsletter following this link: https://
mailchi.mp/6786459450cc/links-
newsletter-9515792?e=86ea674bb5 

http://opendoorsuk.org/
https://www.links.charity/
https://mailchi.mp/6786459450cc/links-newsletter-9515792?e=86ea674bb5
https://mailchi.mp/6786459450cc/links-newsletter-9515792?e=86ea674bb5
https://mailchi.mp/6786459450cc/links-newsletter-9515792?e=86ea674bb5
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Celebrate with Caretaker 
Dave, and help build the New 

Home for Ashwood! 

This year Dave has a double 
celebration: he will be 60 in August and 
in October he celebrated being part of 
Ashwood for 40 years. As part of his 
celebrations 
he is planning 
an Ashwood 
style fun day 
on 28

th
 

September to 
help with the 
journey 
towards the 
first Ã1million 
for the New 
Home For 
Ashwood. 

This will 
include a community event between 
10.00am and 2.00pm. With a talent 
evening, a silent auction of items and a 
loud and live talent auction. Naturally 
this can't 
happen on its 
own so we 
are asking for 
help from 
you. 

We need help 
on the day 

with people to serve, look after games 
and activities and just to turn up and 
take part. 

¶ 'Pray First'... we do need your 
prayers for the event, the 
preparations, as well as the day itself  

¶ We need help with promoting the 
events and inviting people to come. 
There will be flyers coming out soon. 

¶ We need 
good quality 
items and 
talents to 
auction, 
please let us 
know what 
you have to 
offer for the 
auctions. 

¶ Please save the date so that as many 
as possible can come along, it won't 
be a fun day without you! 

We are really excited about the 
potential of a great 
time, lots of fun and 
also hopefully some 
generous donations 
towards the New Home 
for Ashwood. 

Christine Redfern 
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Malawi Mission trip 
2025 

The team assembles!   
The Easter 2025 Malawi Mission team 
met together for the first time the other 
week to begin preparing for the epic 
adventure ahead. We begin this 
journey both excited to join in with 
what God is doing out in Malawi, and a 
little nervous as we step into the 
unknown.  

When we gathered together for the 
first time, we listed some of our fears 
which included everything from not 
knowing where to find the nearest 
toilet, being eaten by a crocodile, and 
getting lost in the airport amongst 
other things. We also identified each 
otherôs strengths which helped us to 
bond as a team, and it will help us as 
we start the discernment process into 
how we may serve the communities 
and projects in Malawi.  

We will be supporting the work of 
óHope Missionsô the Christian charity 
that as a church we have built up a 
strong relationship with over the years 
through our partnership with Links 
International. The charity works to see 
communities transformed, tackling 
poverty, bringing the hope of Christ 

through various projects involving 
agriculture, health care, education and 
empowerment. As a team we offer 
ourselves humbly before Christ and 
say: ñHere am I, send me.ò  

We are yet to discover what we will do, 
even where we will stay, but we are 
trusting that through our step of faith, 
God will use us to glorify Him in 
Malawi.  

But this mission doesnôt just belong to 
the team, it belongs to the church, and 
we would love for the whole Ashwood 
community to support us and the wider 
ministry of Hope Missions: 

¶ First and foremost, we invite you to 
pray,  

¶ We then invite you to consider if you 
are able to support through financial 
giving and fundraising. The money 
raised is less about enabling team 
members to travel, for the team are 
raising their own funds for this, but to 
help facilitate the vital work we will 
be involved with whilst there, and 
further investment into on-going 
ministry. Keep a look out for more 
details about fundraising projects 
and events to come, including a 
celebration of Africa event in the 
Autumnï (Date tbc)  

¶ We also hope to be able to take a 
few items with us to bless the 
communities there, one idea yet to 
be confirmed, is to take pads and 
pants in response to a growing 
awareness of period poverty in more 
deprived communities, yes, we really 
are considering filling our suitcases 
with knickers and reusable sanitary 
towels! More information will follow 
as we discern the right thing to meet 
the specific needs of the community.  

(continues on next page) 
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ñBelonging to Ashwoodò ï Next Sessions 
Sunday 11

th
 August 12-12.45pm after the morning meeting. 

If youôd like to find out what it means to be part of Ashwood ï please join us for 
this short session.  

This is the perfect place to ask questions, and hear about our vision, values, 
and mission as a church. You can also find out how to join a LifeGroup or one of 
our serving teams. If youôre new to Ashwood or been around for a while this is 
also perfect for you. 

You can just turn up or let us know youôre coming 
claire@ashwoodchurch.org.uk 

Future Dates: 11th Aug / 22nd Sept / 3rd Nov / 12th Jan 2025  

Our NEXT Baptism Sunday is 22
nd
 September!   

**Note Date Change** 

If youôve never been baptised, please speak to someone, and find out more.   

We already have a number of people interested in being baptised.  Could this 

next time be you? 

Please contact your LifeGroup Leader or Youth Leader or email 

admin@aswhoodchurch.org.uk or bec@ashwoodchurch.org.uk to register your 

interest or if you would like to have a conversation. 

Baptism Preparation Session Sunday 8
th
 September at 12pm after the Meeting. 

We really canôt do any of this 
without your support. If you 
would like to know more about 
how you can support us, please 
speak with anyone of the team, 
and encourage us as we begin 
this journey preparing to follow 
Christôs call, and 
following Him to 
Malawi next 
Easter. 

Abby on behalf 
of Matt , Mandy 
and the Malawi 

team 2025 

mailto:claire@ashwoodchurch.org.uk
mailto:admin@aswhoodchurch.org.uk
mailto:bec@ashwoodchurch.org.uk
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Ashwood LifeGroups 

LifeGroups have always been 
important for maintaining support and 
care and also a place to grow 
spiritually. LifeGroups are a committed 
place in Ashwood where you can get to 
know a group of people, do life 
together and support a smaller group 
of people. Itôs also a safe place where 
we encourage one another to be 
followers of Jesus. 

We continue to add new people to our 
groups which is always a great 
pleasure, and is a great way to 
become part of the Ashwood Family. 

If you are new to Ashwood or maybe 
youôve started connecting with us on 
Sundays online, and you would like us 
to introduce you to one of our friendly 
LifeGroups. Please email 
admin@ashwoodchurch.org.uk and 
weôll be in touch with you! 

What are LifeGroupôs all 
about? 

These are the four core values that are 
at the heart of all of our LifeGroups: 

1. WELCOME ï LifeGroups are 
inclusive and a really positive place for 

everyone to ñdo lifeò together. 

2. RELATIONAL ï LifeGroups are a 
place of high commitment where 
people are supported, through trusting, 
open and accountable positive 
relationships. 

3. GROWING ï We believe that the 
Christian life will always include 
spiritual development as we seek to 
become more like Jesus. LifeGroups 
are a great place to do this. 

4. JESUS CENTRED ï We want to be 
a community of people who know the 
truth of Jesus and live by His Spirit. 
Prayer, sharing Godôs word and 
exercising the gifts of the Spirit are all 
part of keeping Jesus unashamedly at 
the centre of all we are about. 

In the last 2 months weôve been 
exploring Paulôs amazing letter to the 
Romans, using the Bible Society 
materials created by Andrew Ollerton. 
Weôve had some great feedback from 
the discussions. Weôll pick up the 
second half of the series in the 
Autumn. Over the summer, Life 
Groups often meet up for picnics, 
walks or simply meet and chat about 
life together and itôs a good time to 
simply pray together too.  
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Being part of a LifeGroup is a great way to deepen your faith and do life with 
others. At Ashwood we aim for our LifeGroups to be: Welcoming, relational, 
Jesus centred and a place to grow! LifeGroups are such a brilliant place to 

share, grow and learn 
together, supporting one 
another in the highs and 
lows of life. We are 
blessed to have a wide 
range of ages, 
backgrounds and 
cultures across our 
church and this is 
reflected in our 
LifeGroups. 

Bec Goody 

We have been exploring the book of Romans in our LifeGroups at the moment-
which has been so insightful but also challenging! 

Alex and Tony have joined a  LifeGroup in the past couple of months, they share 
their experience: 

Our Faith is Growing 

We moved to Ashwood a few months 
ago to support our son Seth and his 
faith. Faith can be tricky in the teenage 
years and many 13 year olds donôt 
have faith, and there was nothing for 
teens local to us. Seth thoroughly 
enjoys Elevate and has grown in his 
faith and it has made ours stronger 
along with him.  

We have come to LifeGroup three 
times and have already learnt so 
much! We feel so welcome and feel 
really at home. We really encourage 
anyone to partake and consider joining 
one.  

The other night was very deep and we 
did feel out of our depth, but we felt 
comfortable enough to share how we 
were feeling and they explained things 
really clearly to us. We are accepted 
as learners on a journey and like 

Phoebeôs *(from the New Testament) 
journey, we too have begun to gain 
confidence and spread the word.  I 
encourage you to say if you donôt 
understand anything, as itôs a safe 
space.  

We are enjoying learning, it makes us 
talk to each other more as a couple 
afterwards about what we listened to 
and watched. All I know is our faith is 
growing from what it was. Everyone is 
so friendly and understanding. 

Alex and Tony Parsons 
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Romans (And Markôs Gospel!) 
and Our LifeGroup 

Ashwood LifeGroups are journeying 
through Romans, not always an easy 
book to read and understand when you 
read alone, but our LifeGroup is 
enjoying Andrew Ollertonôs videos, 
finding them informative and helpful. 
This weekôs session was so good. 

But first I want to comment on Bob 
Goodyôs recent fundraising evening 
when Matt Britton performed Markôs 
Gospel word for word. What an 
amazing evening!  
It was more like an eye witness account 

than a 
performance 
where Matt 
brought to life 
the many 
characters who 
appear (Jesus, 
the disciples, the 
Pharisees) and 
the events that 

many of us know already ï with the turn 
of his head, a different voice, sitting or 
standing ï each revealing a different 
character as we went along. Markôs 
gospel came alive. It was sad that not 
more people were there to enjoy the 
evening. 

One of the memories from the Markôs 
gospel evening came to life again in 
our LifeGroup session on Salvation. 
Matt Britton portrayed the blowing of 
the mind by using his hands to show a 
blowing of the mind, I portray it here as 

a POW!! During our session we had a 
few POW!! Moments. 

The first was whith a realisation that 
Jesus died for just one person, yes we 
know he died for everyone, but actually 
he died for each one of us individually. 
We can take this for granted but it is 

truly amazing. POW!! 
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The second came as we thought about 
the Slave-market, The Temple Sacrifice 
and The Law Court and how they help 
us appreciate what Christ 
accomplished for us. 

The Slave market took a few of us by 
surprise: imagine being someone with 
a price around their neck and Jesus 
paying that price for us to be free. 
Weôre no long slaves but are free. 

POW!! 

The Temple Sacrifice meant 
spiritually we were set free from having 
to bring a sacrifice to the temple every 
time we sinned. His sacrifice released 
us from that and we saw he released 

us to be spiritually free. POW!! 

The Law Court: Col 2:13b-14 (The 
Mess) says ñWhen you were stuck in 
your old sin-dead life, you were 
incapable of responding to God. God 
brought you alive - right along with 
Christ! Think of it! All sins forgiven,the 
slate wiped clean, that old arrest 
warrant cancelled and nailed to Christ's 
Cross.ò We are freed from the law, for 
which the punishment is death, all 

nailed now to the cross. POW!! 

Simon helped us more by saying that 
when Jesus was on the cross a sign 

was put above his head by Herod in 
three languages, announcing the 
charge against him, ñKing of the Jewsò.  

¶ In Aramaic, the language of the 
Market Place. 

¶ In Hebrew, the spiritual language of 
the Temple. 

¶ In Latin, the language of the Civil 
Law. 

(John 19:19-20). POW!! 

Someone else then commented that in 
the Old Testament only the High Priest 
could enter the Holy of Holyôs, and only 
once a year, but now through Jesusô 
sacrifice we can come into the throne 
room of God with freedom and 
confidence. We can all now have a 

relationship with Jesus. POW!! 

In my daily reading that week I read 
something more about what Jesus did: 

In John 2 Jesus said that the temple 
could be knocked down and he would 
rebuild it in 3 days. My notes say this: 
"Jesus replaced this temple made of 
stones with himself (v21) - a body 
instead of a building, a person instead 
of a place, with the focus on 
relationship rather than rituals. All the 
functions of the temple now revolve 
on Jesus." 

So the slave, the sinner and the 
condemned not only get their slates, 
lives and spirits wiped clean and we 
have freedom but Jesus is there in 
their place for us to have a 
relationship with Him. So our 
Freedom in Christ is a 
complete freedom and 
gives us a fresh start to 
live like God purposed 
in the first place. 

Janet Wright 
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Lifegroups Together! 

We are continuing to grow rapidly as a 
church which is inncredible, but within 
that we are always looking for new 
ways to help people to connect with 
one another. Many people can find it 
difficult to make deep connections 
when theyôre in a big crowd of people. 

Lifegroups play a 
really important 
role in connecting 
people together, 
as do other 

opportunities such as serving in 
different teams (welcome, kids, youth 
etc) and coming along to things such 
as Caf® 22 and ñThe Gathering Placeò. 

We recently had a few óLifeGroups 
Togetherô sessions, where we had 3 
LifeGroups at a time coming together 
straight after church, in the meeting 
room to have a bring and share lunch 
together. This was a great opportunity 
for the people within our LifeGroups to 
mingle and connect with one another. 

It was lovely to see people table 
hopping to get round everyone and get 
to know each other! Weôre hoping to do 
some more in the Autumn. 

Claire challenged us a few weeks ago 
to push ourselves out of our comfort 
zone and chat to someone that we 
havenôt spoken to before. We recognise 
some people find this easier than 
others - but why not give it a go - you 
might make a great friend! 

Bec Goody 

Look out for futher dates  for more 
LifeGroups Together to be announced 
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Coryse shares her 
experience: 

Attending an FIC course is the best 
thing I have done this year! I started it 
without knowing what to expect. As the 
course was progressing, it helped me 

to release my emotions and calm the 
storm that was within myself. I realised 
that I was never alone all this time, 
and all happening in my life was part 
of God's plan. This has given me lots 
of reassurance and confidence.  

I would recommend this course as it 
forces you to look deeper into yourself 
and to acknowledge 
things that you 
wouldn't have done 
before. I was very 
angry and bitter, but I 
am now smiling and 
calm. 

Coryse Coffi 

As many of you 
weôve ran the FIC 
course-Keys to 
Health, Wholeness 
and Fruitfulness.  
We have been 
exploring topics 
such as emotional 
healing, physical 
and spiritual 
healing and how to 
be more fruitful in 

our walk with Jesus.  Most of us are impacted by health problems in some way, 
either ourselves or through someone we care/support and it can raise lots of 
difficult questions such as Does God heal today?ô óWhat does healing look like?ô 
and óCan there be a spiritual block to healing?ô.  

Bec Goody 
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WHEN NEXT IS 
NOW!!!... 

The last time we shared our 
Elevate.YTH update with you was fresh 
on the back of our REFRESH 24 YTH 
weekend, which was a massive 
highlight of the year so far and God did 
some incredible things in and through 
our young people, so you might be 
wondering what comes next? 

Well, the answer to that question is up 
to you. Every decision you make right 
now influences something in your life 
down the road. What you worship, who 
you spend time with, and where you 
choose to place your focus are all 
important because they determine 
where you end up next... and where 
you stay stuck! 

If you want to move forward in all that 
God has for you, you have to take a 
good, hard look at your life and the 
choices youôre currently making. 

Making changes and thinking about the 
choices youôre making NOW that are 
going to impact what happens NEXT 
might not be the easiest and some of 
this stuff is challenging - but it matters 
because YOU matter. Your future 
matters! 

Over four sessions we looked at what 
areas of our lives:  
ÊAre we worshipping the wrong thing? - 
ÊPartnering with the right people -  
ÊWhatôs getting your attention and  
ÊFree to move forward?  
All of our teaching and time together is 
to help us to position ourselves NOW 
for what God wants to do NEXT. 

The full list of all the dates when you can connect with Elevate.YTH  
over the summer are detailed below 

Upcoming Elevate Dates 

28th July: Mini Conference and BBQ - 5-8pm 

4th August: Colour and Water fight - 6-7.30pm 

4th - 11th August: Boys social  - 6-7.30pm (date tbc) 

11th August: Elevate Olympics - 6-7.30pm  

11th-18TH August: Girls Social - 6-7.30pm (date tbc) 

20th August: Trampoline Park - 6-7.30pm  

1st September: Elevate Awards Night - 6-8pm   

 

Elevate sessions are  
6-7.30 pm  

CoGroup sessions are  
6-7pm 

at the Ashwood centre  
and open for all young 

people  
in year 6 ï age 18. 
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   Did someone say   
YTH vs. LEADER??? 
Way back in September right at the 
beginning of this school year we 
launched something new called YTH 
vs. Leader. The idea was that we 
would run a series of themed social 
evenings packed full of challenges that 
young people would go óHEAD TO 

HEADô against 
our leaders and 
see who would 
be victorious! 

As you can see from the pictures at 
our May event where the dress code 
was who can come in the most 
uncoordinated outfit, we had a whole 
load of fun together!  

Special 
mention to 
Gracie and 
her flamingo 
rubber ring 
who was 
the winner 
of the most 
uncoordinated person. 

 

Rich Reason 
Youth and Childrenôs  

Teamleader 

 

If youôre interested in supporting or volunteering as part of the elevate youth 
team and making a difference in the lives of young people in church and in the 
community or you would like to connect with Elevate youth or any of the events 
then please get in touch with Rich (rich@ashwoodchurch.org.uk) 


