
Dear Ashwood Church, 

First of all - we can’t wait to see you!  

What a year, or rather, what an incredible 16 months it’s been! 

We’re so grateful to the amazing people who have kept us connected in the different spaces we have gathered 

(mostly online). Our LifeGroup Leaders, our Elevate and Zones leaders, our staff team and our “online Services 

Team” have all shown such incredible resilience and dedication – THANK YOU! 

You will no doubt be aware that from the 19th July the latest government guidelines mean that as a church we are 

able to meet again with many of the restrictions removed.  Which means social distancing and wearing masks are no 

longer a legal requirement and we are once again allowed to sing! Hooray!! We’re delighted that this is the case.  

Also, many people have had both vaccinations so the protection against the disease is high and increasing. 

However we’re also aware that cases of the disease continue to rise, (although thankfully hospital cases seem to 

remain low) and many people quite rightly want to continue to be careful, both for themselves and also for others. 

Taking everything into account, our plans (like many other churches) over the summer are therefore as follows:  

- Continue to provide sanitiser on arrival and continue to keep the Ashwood Centre sanitised. 

- Keep outside doors and windows open during meetings whenever we can. 

- Encourage people to wear masks during singing and moving around the building but take off when sat 

listening or when speaking to other people. (See next point below) 

- When having a conversation with someone feel free to check with them if they prefer to talk with mask on 

or off.  Both are fine. 

- Continue to broadcast our Sunday Meeting online (Although different format from what we’ve done the last 

16 months – another learning experience for us!) 

- Children under 11 can wear masks if either they or their parents/carers would like them to, but no 

expectation that they should have to 

- We currently plan to re-launch refreshments in September 

- No need to book in any more 

- We’re exploring a safe way to take communion together, will update in due course 

We will continue to review all our arrangements and be ready to respond to any changes if necessary. 

The Christian community is a place where we actively pursue kindness, we respect those with a different view and 

choose to be non-judgemental!  This is a great opportunity to demonstrate this love for one another, preferring one 

another in love. 

We’re aware that some people are ready to leave mask-wearing behind – we hear you!  If after reading our proposal 

you still prefer or feel you need to not wear a mask (for medical reasons), we want you to know that you’re still 

welcome to be with us.  All we ask it that you are respectful of those people who don’t have the same view as you. 

We’re also very aware, that people have watched our services online who might like to join us, and we want to make 

every effort to help them feel welcome to join us, some for the first time.  Our doors are also open to those who feel 

lost, who feel lonely and desperately need some social interaction. We’re passionate about caring for one another 

with our church family but we’re also passionate about people outside our church family who need some love, care 

and kindness too!   

Let’s do both well together! 

So, from SUNDAY 25th JULY you’re welcome to join us at the Ashwood Centre from 10am onwards with the meeting 

starting at 10.30am.  See separate information for children about “Zones” over the summer. 

Much love, and with thanks for your support and understanding! 

Claire, Matt, Zoe and Dave (Ashwood Senior Leaders) 


