May 2019

Welcome to
another edi on of
Ashwood News where you can ﬁnd
out what’s been happening and what’s going to
happen in and around Ashwood Church. As usual lots
happening and plenty to read. Look forward to seeing
you at some or all the events over the coming months.
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Lots of informa on about forthcoming events in and around Ashwood

Ashwood Calendar
Regular Mee ngs:
Sunday Morning: 10.00am Ashwood meets in the Ashwood Centre star ng at
10.00am for refreshments, mee ng starts at 10.30am
Touching Heaven Gathering: 7.30 – 9.00pm usually 1st Wednesday in the Month
LifeGroups meet fortnightly on Sunday or Monday evenings. If you would like to be a
part of a LifeGroup please speak to one of our LifeGroup coordinators: Molly Bell or
Janet Wright
Ashwood Youth (Year 7-11): 6.00pm– 7.30pm @ AC (Year 6 transi oning, see pg 13)

Ashwood in the Community;
Foodbank:
Tuesdays 2.00pm-3.00pm AC
Seesaw (toddlers):
Tuesdays and Fridays Term me only 9.30am – 11.15am
Youth Club (year 6 – 11’s): Thursdays 6.00pm – 8.00pm @ AC (Drop In)
Café 22:
Mondays except Bank Holidays 9.30am – 12pm @ AC

May
Today

10.00am

Launch of our New Welcome and Hospitality with
new start me for Sunday mee ngs
6.00pm – 7.00pm
Luke – Youth @ AC
7.00pm
Transformed Worship Night
Tuesday 7th May
7.30pm
Malawi Team Feedback Evening @ AC
Sunday 12th May
6.00pm
Ashwood Youth Social
7.00pm Ground Level Celebra on Jeﬀ Lucas @ Riverside
th
Tuesday 14 May
7.30pm
The Bible Course starts @ AC
Wednesday 15th May 7.30pm
Ashwood Wider Leaders
Thursday 16th May
9.15-10.30am
Prayer Space @ AC
th
Friday 17 May 7.30-9.30pm Prayer, Praise and Pizza Night – Men’s night! @ AC
Sunday 19th May
10.00am
Ashwood Vision Sunday
6.00pm
Ashwood Youth
st
Tuesday 21 May
7.30pm
The Bible Course con nues @ AC
Wednesday 22nd May
7.45pm
Worship Team
Friday 24th May
7.30pm
CraEers Group @ 44 Beacon Dr
7.00pm – 10.30pm Worship Evening at Kirkby Community Church
Sunday 26th May 10.00am Guest Speakers Jason & Hollie Bollinger from Links USA
6-8.30pm
Film and Unihoc 6-8:30pm (with year 6)
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June
Wednesday 5th June 7.30-9.00pm
Touching Heaven @ AC
Thursday 6th June
7.30pm
Jus ce Group
Friday 7th June 7-11pm Thy Kingdom Come Prayer @ Kirkby Community Church
Sunday 9th June 10.00am Guest speaker Joe Gisbey, Links Interna onal
1-5.30pm Thy Kingdom Come Prayer Event @ Ashwood Centre
6.00pm
Ashwood Youth Worship Night (with year 6)
th
Thursday 13 June
9.15-10.30am
Prayer Space @ AC
Friday 14th June
7.30pm
Ashwood Quiz Night @ AC
Sunday 16th June
10.00am
Father’s Day
6.00pm
Ashwood Youth
Friday 21st June
7.30pm
CraEers Group @ 44 Beacon Dr
Sunday 23rd & 30th June 6.00pm
Ashwood Youth (with year 6)
Friday 28th June
7.00pm
Board Game Café @ AC

July
Tues 2nd, Wed 3rd & Thur 4th July -7.00pm – 9.00pm HeavenScent on Morven Park
Sunday 7th July
Guest Speaker – Jo Hargreaves from Alive Church, Hykeham
6.00pm
Ashwood Youth BBQ
Wednesday 3rd July 7.30-9.00pm Touching Heaven @ Date TBC due HeavenScent

Further ahead
ONE Event 2019 Friday 23rd – Tuesday 27th August @ Lincolnshire Showground
Transformed Worship Nights 7.00pm Sundays 8th September & 17th November
Board Game Café:
7.00pm Friday’s 20th September & 15th November
Youth Residen al
Friday 18th – Sunday 20th October 2019

SUNDAY 19th May ** NOTE THE DATE
We’re looking forward to our Vision Sunday on 19th May – which will include an
update on our “New Home for Ashwood Project” as well as an update and progress
since our last Vision Sunday. Don’t Miss it!!
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Message from MaG
Ma & Claire Bell: senior leaders of Ashwood church
Hello Ashwood News Readers! First of all, “Thank you!” for
taking the me to read and catch up on all things “Ashwood!”
We are very aware that communica ng the right informa on
to the right people is a huge challenge! In Ashwood News we
do our best to keep you upto-date on some of the great things that have been
happening as well as what’s coming up! We are
also aware that we regularly have new people
wan ng to ﬁnd out a bit more about Ashwood
Church – and if that’s you, then we especially hope
that what you read and see here in these pages is
helpful!
We are now 4 months into 2019, and we’re s ll
listening to what God is saying to us about this year being a year of transforma on!
We’re believing it’s a year of transforma on for every individual old and young, but
also for us collec vely as church as well. Last Sunday we celebrated the evidence of
spiritual transforma on in the lives of Maisy Bell and Joshua Beighton as they
eloquently and clearly described why they wanted to be bap sed on Bap sm
Sunday! It was a great day!! We believe bap sm is part of the journey of a follower
of Jesus, where we symbolically go down into the water and then rise up –
represen ng a new resurrected life, washed clean of our sins through the work of
Jesus Christ. We also believe there is a supernatural element to being bap sed as we
obey what Jesus told His followers to do – a divine involvement in the act of being
bap sed. Great news!
As well as the one oﬀ spiritual transforma on of being “born again” and becoming a
new crea on in Jesus – we also recognise the ongoing work of the Holy Spirit in our
lives to transform us to become more like Jesus. The Apostle Paul describes this as
being changed from “one degree of glory to another”. The Holy Spirit does this in
our lives as we pray, read the bible but also as we live together in the community of
the church. In the next few weeks we are really excited to start something brand
new in all of our LifeGroups – the “Character Course” which will help us look at 8
upliEing characteris cs (learning, love, hope, forgiveness, gra tude, persistence,
humour and curiosity), mee ng Jesus along the way and expec ng to see character
upgrades! Let’s be expectant!
During the Easter Holidays – our Ashwood kids
team ran another holiday club for kids aged 511. It was a huge success!! Lots of fun,
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games, craEs, songs and travelling to
diﬀerent places to explore the greatest
transforma on story ever – Easter! (Read
more in later pages) And we were really
excited that at least 6 kids made a ﬁrst me
decision to follow Jesus! The best decision
we can ever make! Life transforming!!
Praise God!!
If you’ve been past the front of the Ashwood Centre –
you won’t have failed to no ce the remarkable
transforma on that has taken place here too, as our
short-term building upgrade con nues. All of the
tearing away, broken old rendering has gone,
replaced with smart, white, clean rendering. We
think it looks great! And people in the community
have no ced, as someone on social media commented: “Lot’s going on at the
Ashwood Centre – I’m keeping my eye on what’s happening there!” Special thanks
again, to John Butler and Dave Redfern for their ongoing hard work.
And it’s not just on the outside, but inside
the Ashwood Centre saw the launch of
Cafe22. (Read more later) Which opened its
doors to the public on the ﬁrst of April.
We’ve had some great feedback from people
who have been mul ple mes to enjoy the
food/drinks but mainly the atmosphere and
the welcome created by the Café 22 team.
Well done to everyone involved – what a
great start! #Everyone is welcome!
Since our last Ashwood News, 8 of us travelled to Malawi to serve with, and
alongside our friends at “Hope Missions” partnering with Links Interna onal. We
knew it had the poten al to be a “life transforming” part of 2019 for each one of us,
and we also hoped that we could contribute to some transforma on in the lives of
people in Malawi – the “warm
heart of Africa” – I think for all of
us both of these were true!
I always ﬁnd that every me I
travel and have the privilege of
seeing diﬀerent places and
diﬀerent people – I’m always
ﬁlled with gra tude to God for
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His goodness and for the diverse and
wonderful world He created for us to inhabit.
It’s a great reminder, that as Psalm 27 “The
(whole) earth is the Lord’s and everything in
it!” People are diﬀerent, culture is diﬀerent –
but it’s the same God who rules and reigns
and wants to be involved in every situa on
across the planet. It was our honour to serve
people in the communi es surrounding
Lilongwe, to worship God with them, to learn alongside them as we shared what we
had prepared through the training. There are lots of highlights! If you would like to
hear the feedback please come and join the team on Tuesday 7th May. And if you
were praying for us – Thank you!! Throughout our trip there was a strong sense that
we were privileged to travel on behalf of a praying church family, with us all the way.
We don’t have any plans yet in place, but we expect there to be future trips as we
con nue to grow the friendship with Annie and Francis and the Hope Missions Team.
Next me it could be you going!!
So – you see lots of transforma on! All of those I’ve men oned so
far have been good. This ﬁnal one is good too, but disguised and
surrounded with sadness. On 27th March Coreen Brookes
transferred from this world to the next. For her it will have been a
wonderful transforma on as she receives her eternal reward and a
future forever without pain or suﬀering and in the presence of
God. Great news for Coreen and for everyone who accepts Jesus
as their Lord and saviour. However, the transforma on for us, is that we now have
life without her, which for us of course doesn’t feel so good. We will miss her
tremendously. Her passion, her humour, her godliness, her insight, her wonderful
drama c presenta ons, her infec ous joyful approach to life to name just a few. On
the 24th April we joined together with Ronnie and Coreen’s family to say goodbye, to
thank God for her life and for the joy of knowing her. Many people commented
aEerwards they didn’t know this is what church could be like. One of Ronnie’s said:
“I found it very moving and if I lived nearer to you I would certainly visit your Church
more oEen!” Thank you, as ever to the wonderful Ashwood Team who served
people on that day. Even in our sadness it was a powerful opportunity to “Help
People ﬁnd and Follow Jesus” – which Coreen would have been so please about.
In our season of our prayer leading up to Easter – we prayed “Lord transform us and
transform our world”. Let’s con nue to pray just that in the days ahead – O how we
need it! And O how our world needs it too.
Matt Bell, Senior Leader

#helpingpeopleﬁndandfollowJesus #transformed2019
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The Bible Course
As a follow on from Alpha we are running The Bible Course
star ng Tuesday 14th May. The Bible Course is an 8-session
course helping you explore the world's bestseller. Accessible
and interac ve, it will enhance and inform your ongoing Bible
study, whether you are new to the Bible or want to go deeper.
Using a unique storyline, the course shows how the key events,
books and characters all ﬁt together. You’ll get to see the BIG picture and discover
how the Bible applies to your life.
This is open to everyone. Please speak to Dave Ransome to book your place.

Thy Kingdom Come!”
Thy Kingdom Come is a global prayer movement that invites
Chris ans around the world to pray for more people to come
to know Jesus.
For 11 days, from May 30th to June 9th, Thy Kingdom Come
encourages us to each pray for 5 friends to welcome Jesus into
their lives.
For the last couple of years Ashwood Church has joined this ini a ve and held prayer
events and on Sunday 9th June, we would like to invite you all to an aEernoon of
prayer. Either bring a picnic and stay to pray aEer the mee ng, come back aEer
lunch, or call in early on the way to youth.
The Ashwood Centre will remain open for the aEernoon and there will be prayer
sta ons available between 1pm and 5.30pm, with various ac vi es to enable your
prayers. Suitable for all ages.
Sallie Bates

We are invited:
Thy Kingdom Come Prayer @ Kirkby Community Church
on Friday 7th June 7-11pm (Come for all or part of the evening)
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Book NOW to make sure you get your
Panto ckets. Contact
louise@ashwoodchurch.org.uk
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Prayer in Ashwood
Prayer underpins everything we do, personally and as Ashwood Church, and is a
priority for us individually, with our friends, in LifeGroups and when Ashwood meets
together.

Touching Heaven
7.30- 9pm Wednesday’s 5th June,
3rd July tbc due to HeavenScent
We believe that if we are to grow and thrive as
individuals we have to create space and welcome
the input of the Holy Spirit in our lives. As a church we place great value on God’s
presence, and Touching Heaven is our monthly opportunity to be together to
welcome the presence of God into our lives.
When Jarrod Cooper was with us – he brought a prophe c word from God which
included a phrase: “Let prayer be ignited by worship in this place” – this is at the
heart of our philosophy at Touching Heaven. We believe that as we arrive ready to
worship that it will ignite prayer in us. We believe that as a result we will be ﬁlled
with God’s power, passion and compassion to make a diﬀerence in our world.
We encourage everyone to make these evenings a priority. We want to be a
worshipping, praying, presence ﬁlled church.
Matt Bell

Prayer Space
Over the last few months a small group of
folks have been mee ng for an hour or so to
pray. We are not experts but people who
want to welcome God and into our lives, the
life of Ashwood and the life of our
communi es and hear more from him. Our
conﬁdence is growing in hearing from God
and in praying and we’ve got to know each
other a li+le be+er and had fun along the
way. It’s a great place to be if you’d like to
grow in prayer, come and join us and see
where God takes us as we put me aside
together to pray.
Our next two mee ngs are on: Thursdays
16th May and 13th June
Janet Wright
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ONE Event 2019
Lincolnshire showground:
Friday 23rd – Tuesday 27th August 2019
hosted by the Ground Level Network
The theme will be “Mul ply”. We believe
that churches should grow and that
Chris ans should inﬂuen al in every
sphere of life. In the gospels Jesus always did more than was expected. He turned
water into wine and fed 5000 with 5 loaves and 2 ﬁsh. The early church didn’t just
grow but mul plied un l today millions of people claim to be followers of Jesus. This
is the kind of Chris an faith that we believe in!
ONE Event is Ground Level’s Annual Celebra on when the network of churches
gathers over the Bank Holiday weekend to worship, pray, be inspired by great
speakers, meet up with friends and make new ones and be in the presence of God
with the people of God. There is something for everyone from the very young to
those a li+le older, from the sporty to the quieter ones.
Many of Ashwood camp and we’d love you to join us – please note to camp with
Ashwood folk you need to make
sure your booking is made before
the end of July. Other people stay in
hotels nearby or come along for the
day. More details of cost are in the
brochure.
We hope you’re already booked in
but there is plenty of me if you
haven’t.
There are plenty of
opportuni es to get more involved
by joining the crew and help to
make the event happen – and
reduce the cost, depending on what
team you are in.
To ﬁnd out more pick up a brochure
on the informa on table or visit the
www.one-eventorg.uk
website
where you can also book.
Janet Wright
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Board Game Café
We are going to be star ng a board
games café, how exci ng!!!!
This will be run on a Friday evening in
the Café 22 room. There will be a
selec on of games available or people
can bring their own.
We have decided to do this as another way of reaching out to people and helping
tackle loneliness and being part of a community, introducing them to our church
community and ul mately introducing them to Jesus. This me using the element of
board games!
It will be set up café style with refreshments and snacks available to purchase, from
7pm. This will be for anyone age 13+ (under 16 must be accompanied by an adult)
Family sessions will run in some of the school holidays—special dates to follow.
If anyone has any board games that would be willing to give to this new project that
would be amazing!
The dates we have so far for this are –
Friday 28th June Friday 20th September & Friday 15th November
Bring your friends and family, posters and adver sement will be going out shortly but
you have the ﬁrst exclusive preview. Really looking forward to this new and exci ng
project.
Any other ques ons please do not hesitate to ask.
Louise Webber

Welcome to Elizabeth Rose Vincent
Abi and Phil Vincent are happy to announce that Elizabeth Rose
Vincent was born at 4.31am on Friday 22nd March weighing 6lbs
15oz. She had a rough start on NICU (neonatal intensive care
unit) and has since had another s nt in hospital but is now doing
well, enjoying being at home with her two big brothers.

We are invited to:
Friday 24th May 7.00pm – 10pm at Kirkby Community
Church. All welcome for all or part of the evening.
See poster for more details.
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